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WIND TURBINE TECHNICI/ 
JOB FAIR 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2008 
8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 


HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS (next to Target) 
3310 7" Avenue 
Aberdeen, South Dakota 


For more information, please contact: 
arohaly@acciona-na.com 
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Picture to the Left: 

Copper cable coming out of cement base 
Cement base is 36 inches in height 
Steel culvert is beneath the top of the 
Botton base is 36 inches in height 
Their are 132 bolts. 
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Keeping the project safe and injury-free is a top priority, 
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Mortenson 










The site is cleared to bu 





Many precautions are taken to ensure the team works safely. 
Each day also begins with a “Stretch and Bend” to prevent injuries. 
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Turbine locations are excavated. Foundations are poured with bases 
that measure more than 50’ wide. 
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Animal safety is also a priority. 










Mortenson Construction Phone 761522 2100 
das 700 Meadow Lane North Fax 464.287 568A 
Minneapolis, MN 55422 WWW ITIOITONSON com 
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panes inital the tower sections Bolts connect the base tower section to 
the foundation and each lower section to the next tower section 





Blades are attached to the hub on the ground to Complete the rotos 
Cranes pick up the roto: and it fitted and attached to the nx ele 
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To supply wind ۸ 
generators for wind farms 


throughout North America 


LOCATION 
601 Fawcett Drive 
West Branch, lowa 


COMPLETION DATI 


November 2007 


PROPERTY AREA 
36 acres 


TOTAL BUILDING SIZE 


Up to 190 tor 


12 000 SF with 50-1 
ceiling height, 8 


observation catwalk 


LUN 


Ryan Comparues 


A NNI 
ANNUAL 


200 units in 2008, 


0 tubular steel 


* Is used to take wind energy and 400 unit annual Capacity 


* Transfers torque from the low- om 


convert it into rotational speed shaft t 

z o the high-speed nr re nv " ود‎ tg 
kinetic energy shaft of the windturbine HAS — መም 
13,000 SF AW-1500 


of three sections ٠ Rotates clock vese when ncreasu the 3000 
aSU ng approximately R5 lookir rat thet rt ኛ ng AW- in the future 
shine: یبن‎ a 2 ۱ CONSTRUCTION: 


leet each and are bolte É! F Of 
rie بت ہے‎ የሃ ብ pre-engineered building with ROTOR DIAMETERS 
Opener * ۸ three-phase hronous poured concrete floors meters Oveet 

۱ በዕ በፎ وش‎ -< 2 

| | ١ uc 07 
" E sof BO * 

* The mechanism that transmits ٭‎ Power ^ generated in medium 
Aso referred to as a pondola energy from the three blades voltage (12kV], which saves 
| : 
the nacelle is located at the top to the low speed shaft 


of the tower and faces the 
lis 


the upper part 


the nacelle 


ጋነ ሮምና 


transformers and reduces 


* Automatically adjusts blade losses 
ex tion cy the end thank “io 


<f 


px ያ! worunp (yaw) System 


pitch depending on wind 
speed : 
C ont ains shafts. a gearbox, * Positions and automatically 


generator and hydraulic and THE BLADES adjusts the nacelle towards 
Control systems * Measure 122 feet for the AWP the dominant wind direction 
15-77 wand turbine model 
* Are made with a smooth outer 
coating to protect them from 
UV radiation and maintain 
their color 
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North America holds tremendous A à Clean, reliable and cost‏ 













wind energy potential and efficient technology with‏ ۷ا۷۲ 
"yo ACCIONA is working to turn near: pero carbon emissions‏ | 

? - ACC IONA adas ergy >A e ون‎ nto reality for solar power offers enormous 
enerpy developers As global epa. A NA ha سو‎ and ACCIONA is à pioneer in i ACCIONA has taken its role in Pioneering Development and 
Pioneers in Developmen’ poneered renewable energy ۰ velc ۱ its development Sustamability to the its strategy T 
and Sustainability በበር =) 1ہام‎ ۱۳۰ for nearty iie, | جو‎ ማኔ Sr to ب بمب نم مرش یرجه‎ de ma 
responsibility is central to yearn We are committed to we have installed d 1 کے‎ VANS while also increasing the company's bottom line. ACCIONA has 
Our buuness strategy buiding a better energy future — 015.397 MW of wind powe LM made a commitment to execute all ol its projects with an emphasis 






t 
for North America echnologies: concentrating on eco-efficiency and environmental accountability The company 



























* Acciona Energ and Global located in 13 countries 
Winds وہس‎ working to * ACCIONA is active in all (June 30, 2008 ) some — makes sustainable development an integral part of its business 
۱ develop additional projects to major مم‎ strategy and operations, and ACCIONA views this as a long-term 
ety expand the Tatanka Wind farm dl vii Me res * ACCIONA Solar Power is a j investment in both its company and in our world 
ር ۰ th Amer 
geothermal, biomass, totaling abt as ay it PC Va As global energy markets continue to change, ACCIONA is well 
m weil bo fuels and small hydro aggressive development based in the U.S, focused on و‎ positioned to assist its customers, and society at large, in solving l 
er lor Other sustainable areas of across the continent Ur the development of CSP the most pressing environmental issues. From concerns about global 
"n Panes ا ده‎ “ACIONA Solar Pomo بعد سس‎ vehe روست‎ atm ወ ላ ACCION 
Water treatment in North and South Dakota, is signed, developed, built and d 0 | 
in the largest wind farm ር operates ACCIONA! portfolio of clean energy technology is setting the precedent as 
astructures world "me Solar $ Nevada demands on the world's energy markets continue to expand 
۲ Logistics and Transportation installed by ACCIONA One, the third largest NM 
ሆ ona Windpower ^ * ACCIONA concentrated solar power Renewable energy is an industry with tremendous growth potential 
as Pa MW wind turbine ከል mance plant in the world and the first ክ ACCIONA is leading the charge, with knowledge and experience, 
more price en ከ generators شا‎ ue is V years - T de P i 
turbine | providing ricity to 14,000 energy 






compared to the volatile price 
al depleting fossil fuel sources 
The Tatanka Wind Farm will 

also heip lower property ውነ 


* Each wind turbine is 262 feet 
tall from the base to the hub 


* Each blade is 122 feet long 
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WIND TURBINE TECHNICIAN 
JOB FAIR 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2008 
8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 


HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS (next to Target) 
3310 7" Avenue 
Aberdeen, South Dakota 


For more information, please contact: 
arohaly@acciona-na.com 





Acciona is a global pioneer in contributing to sustainable worldwide development through its 
main lines of business: development and management of infrastructure and real estate 
projects, provision of transport, urban and environmental services, and development and 
operation of renewable energies. 


Reporting to the Wind Farm Site Manager and based in north central South Dakota, Acciona 
Energy North America seeks Wind Turbine Technicians to perform commissioning, service, 
repair, maintenance and operations on wind turbines generators, related equipment, 
support equipment and facilities. 


RESPONSIBILITIES: 


= Conduct safety analysis and review of hazards and energy sources. 

Utilize appropriate safety gear, protective equipment, and control or dissipation of‏ ٭ 
energy sources to ensure work is performed in safe manner.‏ 
Troubleshoot, adjust, repair, and/or retrofit of low to medium voltage electrical,‏ 
mechanical or hydraulic components.‏ 
Follow verbal and written instructions to perform assembly, commissioning, testing,‏ 
repair and maintenance on wind turbine generators, related equipment, support‏ 
equipment and facilities.‏ 
Maintain inventory of tools, expendables, parts used and spares.‏ 
Complete and maintain required and accurate documentation and records.‏ 
Ensure safety and health requirements and cleanliness of facility and tools.‏ 
Maintain required training certifications and proficiency.‏ 


REQUIREMENTS: 


Must be flexible to work overtime and/or rotating shifts if required 

Must possess the ability to work in a fast paced environment 

Must have previous experience working with various hand and power tools 

Must be able to work independently or in a team environment 

Must communicate effectively in a positive manner 

Must be able to distinguish different colors 

Must be able to work in an indoor or outdoor environment in adverse weather 
conditions with confined spaces, cold weather, heat, wind, pollen, dust, grasses, and 
weeds 

Must be able and willing to travel to various job sites (including international) for 
work and/or training for extended periods 

Must pass periodic exams to ensure knowledge is current with job requirements 

Must be able to move and manipulate up to 100 pounds 

Must be able to climb vertical ladders and work at heights of 280 feet 

Valid drivers license in your state of residence (ND or SD) with clean driving record 


Acciona Energy North America believes its employees are its most important asset. We offer 
very competitive salary and benefits including Medical and Dental insurance, 401(k), 
employer paid Life and Long Term Care insurance, Tuition Reimbursement, Employee 
Referral Bonuses, Paid Time Off, and Short and Long Term Disability insurance. This is an 
opportune time to join a world leader in the fast-growing Renewable Energy Industry. 


If you are unable to attend our upcoming Job Fair, on Saturday, October 4th from 
8:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Express in Aberdeen, South Dakota, 
please e-mail your resume to: arohaly@acciona-na.com 











* Employment: Our aggressive 
expansion plans in North America 
have already created new jobs in 
manufacturing, construction, 
operations and technology - 
there are many more to come. 


Economic: Our renewable energy 
developments are truly local - 
creating local and regional tax 
revenue, jobs, demand for services 
and providing clean energy. 


333 West Wacker Drive, Suite 1500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 USA 





* Environmental: Our business 


strategy brings together and serves 
two often competing North American 
demands - energy and environmental 
protection. We believe that a good 
idea can accomplish both. 


* Independence: It's simple - the more 


energy we create at home, the less we 
need from unstable regions elsewhere 
in the world. Our renewable energy 
projects contribute to a reduced 
reliance on imported foreign fuel. 


Phone 312.673.3000 
Fax 312.673.3001 
Email info@acciona-na.com 





Awards: 
> Best Practice Declaration for 


improving human living conditions 
internationally, by the United 
Nations (2004) 


> Financial Times Prize for the 


Best Renewables Company 
inthe World (2000) 


> Among the Top 100 Most 


Sustainable Companies in the 
World (Davos, 2005) 


> The leader in our sector in the 


Dow Jones Sustainability Index 
(DJS! World, 2007, 2008) 
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FACT SHEET 


West Branch 
Wind Turbine Generator 
Assembly Plant 





PLANT PURPOSE 

To supply wind turbine generators for 
wind farms throughout North America 
LOCATION 

601 Fawcett Drive 

West Branch, lowa 

COMPLETION DATE 

November 2007 

PROPERTY AREA 

36 acres 

TOTAL BUILDING SIZE 

200,190 SF 

OFFICE SPACE 

13,000 SF 

CONSTRUCTION 

Pre-engineered building with 
poured concrete floors 


EXTERIOR FINISH 
Painted steel 


CRANE CAPACITY 
Up to 190 tons 


FINAL ASSEMBLY AREA: 


32,000 SF with 50-foot ceiling height; 


400-foot observation catwalk 
CONTRACTOR / ARCHITECT 
Ryan Companies 

ANNUAL TURBINE OUTPUT 
200 units in 2008, 400 unit 
annual capacity 

TURBINE MODELS PRODUCED 
AW-1500 

AW-3000 in the future 
ROTOR DIAMETERS 

77 and 82 meters for tower 
heights of 80 meters 


ACCIONA media@acciona-na.com ۷۷۷۷۷۷۰۵۴۱٥٢٥۵07 

























፻፪ 


(acciona‏ سی 


Windpower 
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INVESTMENT TOTAL 
Nearly $23 million 
JOBS CREATED: 

109 jobs 

EMPLOYEE SKILL SET 
Mechanical 
Electrical 
Hydraulics 

Data Systems 
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ACCIONA is one of the world s leading 
renewable energy developers. As 

إلى ںا 
global Pioneers in Development and‏ 


Sustainability, social responsibility Is 


٠ ACCIONA Energy North America 
xh = و‎ ./ 
ሥ” — 0 | 8 Ed وت‎ MCA 
Corporation, based in Chicago, lli 
arallas خر ربص‎ - ነ [Amarin 
is a ۷۱۷۷-۱ led subsidiar ነ of 


^ 


ACCIONA Energy S.A 


ke x NO ኣ | 


As a 100-year-old, $9 billion 


سر - 


company, ACCIONA has pioneered 
renewable energy solutions for nearly 
twenty vears. We are committed to 
building a better energy future for 


North America 


* ACCIONA is active in all major 
renewable energy solutions - wind, 
solar, geothermal, biomass, bio-fuels 

and small hydr O 
Other sustainable areas of 
business include 
Water treatment 
Infrastructures 


Logistics and Transportation 


Environmental and 


Urban Services 





333 West Wacker Drive, Suite 1500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 USA 





[ 
renewable energy sources, which 


avoided nearly 7.7 million tons of CO 


(carbon dioxide) emissions 


North America holds tremendous 


5 eae ee EN ACCIONA 
wind energy potential and ACCIONA 


is working to turn that potential into 
reality for communities across the 


| mum t. > d ۹ af ^ P 
United States and Canada 


٠ Asa developer and long-term owner/ 
operator of wind farms, we have 
installed a total of 5,397 MW of wind 


nmasroriaratad im 2 ri “ioc 
DOW ር! located IT) 13 countries 


(June 30, 2008 ) 


* We have made investments In SIX 
North American wind farms, totaling 
403 MW, and have aggressive 


development plans across the 


continent. Tatanka Wind Farm 
(180 MW), located in North and 
South Dakota, is the largest wind farm 


in the world installed by ACCIONA 


٠ ACCIONA manufactures its own 
wind turbines. In 2007 we built 
our first wind turbine generator 


manufacturing plant in the U.S., 


located in West Branch, lowa 


Phone 312.673.3000 
Fax 312.673.3001 


Email info@acciona-na.com 
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filled locally 


vork with three innovative 
ies concentrated 


solar power (CSP), photovoltaic and 


٠ ACCIONA Solar Power is a majority- 
owned joint venture headquartered in 


Henderson, Nev 


* ACCIONA Solar Power designed, 
developed, built and operates 
ACCIONA's Nevada Solar One, the 
third largest concentrated solar power 
plant in the world and the first built in 


the last 17 years - providing electricity 


to 14,000 Nevada homes 
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Gov. John Hoeven, center, along with some landowners and children, cut the ribbon at the dedication of 
North Dakota Wind 11 on Thursday, October 23, 2003. 


North Dakota Wind II Dedicated 


Fourteen of the 41 wind turbines were dedicated on Thursday, October 23, 2003 by FPL Energy and Otter Tail Power 
Company. Approximately 350 area residents, Gov. John Hoeven and representatives from both companies were present for 
the dedication. 


Gov. Hoeven praised the achievement, saying this utility-scale wind center is only the beginning of the state's efforts in the 
development of renewable fuels. 

"North Dakota is the sixth largest energy producer in the country," Hoeven said. "With continued development of wind 
energy and ethanol it won't be long before we'll be known as a leader in producing renewable fuels." 

Otter Tail, whose service territory includes North Dakota, Minnesota and South Dakota is the purchaser of 21 megawatts 
of energy produced by 14 turbines in a 25-year contract. 

The collaboration of FPL Energy and Otter Tail provides transmission of the energy produced by Wind II. Otter Tail ran 
13 miles of underground cable and built a substation to get the energy to its major transmission lines. 

"This is no ordinary day for us, said Chuck MacFarlane, Otter Tail president. “This 21 megawatts of power is enough ener- 
gy for 5,00 North Dakota homes. We entered into this agreement because the right pieces were in place for this particular 
project to produce economical energy." 


Ritchie Wolf, area engineer for Otter Tail, stated with the addition of 21 megawatts generated by the wind turbines, Otter 
Tail is now almost at the limit of its transmission capacity. 





v3 DUIputy‏ صتمت واد دق She tine wind energy in North D Hoeven said, North‏ ' ا ري AL‏ ا ہے ہے ےج 
je sse 310124 - uid 08:8 (IN ۶۲009 VM y ۱3۸12291 21 AEA]‏ 
:AePSINUL HOUQHO 7 jo IA uenoy 4yunummo‏ 
g 'uaddy ۳ HAHLOT 077‏ 10358 
(IN ‘wyny '19ALIP 43158 put 100 +01‏ 
(JONAS IHNOSSINW) 3214136 1۲1150۸۸ - We 00:11 2340301511 ue aq TTI no& pue ር ۱‏ 
HOUNHO ,- 71 [oouog 17180099 - ure ogi S3unoosrp 221181119111 ‘p109eI 1101107‏ 





McIntosh County wind. gr 


*We need a (company) to loo 
us." If a corporation such 
Florida Power and Lights Ent 
(FPL) likes what this county 


by Jane Haas 

Graceful white yet surreal- 
looking windmills reach tall on 
the prairie landscape near Kulm 


and Edgeley, 
neighboring 
towns to the 
east of 
Ashley. 

N O 
wind towers 
have popped 
up in 
McIntosh 
County, but 
the McIntosh 
County Wind 
Energy 


Kosel Committee, 


to offer and is willing to in 
several million dollars, po 
generating wind turbines wil 
constructed in the area. 
MCWEC is ready ' 
two years worth of wind data 
Kosel says really prove the coi 
has great energy potential. He 
said that a company could, 
short notice, decide to deve 
wind power in the county as 
did in the Kulm-Edgeley area. 
"There are a few things 
are studying," Kosel said. In : 
proposal among several MCW 
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(MCWEC) is working toward 

wind energy development in the 
county. 

Don Kosel, president of the 

MCWEC board of directors, said, 


is researching, a single turb 
would power the schools 
McIntosh County if the sch 
districts chose that option. A fe; 
bility study is in progress on 1 
issue. 
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band three or four or six 
communities together, you 
fee] like vou have a 
chance." 

Kosel pointed out that 
before wind energy can be 
generated, ^ transmission 
lines must be in place and a 
power company must be 
willing to buy the energy. 
“(MCWEC) is trying to be 
in contact with Montana 
Dakota Utilities (to buy 
some of the power that will 
be generated),” he said. 

Under a 25-year con- 
tract, Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, a wholesale 
power provider in 
Bismarck, is purchasing the 
output from 27 turbines that 
FPL owns in the Kulm- 
Edgeley area. One turbine 
generates enough energy to 
power 350-400 homes 
annually. 


- 


Kosel warns about one 
thing. “If anyone approach- 
es landowners for lease pur- 
poses, contact a lawyer, me 
or other fficers of 
MCWEC to check it.” 
Scams occur everywhere, 
and he said there are 
unscrupulous people look- 
ing for a fast buck in the 
land leasing facet of wind 
energy development as 
well. 

MCWEC members are 
waiting for favorable winds 
to blow in McIntosh 
County’s direction, bring- 
ing the right mix of devel- 
opers and power companies 
and a windfall of those 
beautiful wind towers to the 
area. 
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Wind turbines grace the ridge... 


Forty-one towers majestically stand on the Coteau Hills ridge between Edgeley and 
Kulm. During the past two weeks two ribbon-cutting ceremonies have been held to 
dedicate the two wind farms developed by FPL Energy. The project has provided 
interest and excitement to the area. To learn more about the completion of this 


project read the Wind Section inside this issue. Photo by Joy Powers 
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Bruce Lang, of Marathon, WI, is the owner of the 139 foot rigs 
hauling the 3-piece towers for the wind tower project at the 
McIntosh County/Dickey County Wind Tower project. The total 
weight of the piece is 252,000 pounds total and the generator alone 
weighs 160,000 pounds. These are the first two towers and genera- 
tors of the 120 towers that will be placed in that area. The towers are 
made in Spain and are loaded at the Port of Duluth, MN. They were 
stationed in West Ashley for an overnight visit recently, due to the 
rain and mud at the destination location. Due to the length, pilot cars 
are needed. When asked if they have had any problem turning cor- 
ners, Lang said that they have their route planned out very careful- 
ly to make sure that the corners will accommodate them. 


Wind farm progresses to expected year end completion 


Construction is expected to be done late 
this year on the Tatanka wind farm in McIntosh 
and McPherson Counties, according to Marcus 
V. da Cunha of Chicago, an official with 


Acciona Wind Energy USA, parent company of 


Tatanka. 


that give the impression a new village has 
sprouted. 

Concrete foundations for the towers are in 
place, and some tower selections and windmill 
blades lie on the ground awaiting installation. 

Tatanka plans to feed the power it gener- 


The wind farm, which stretches for miles, 
includes temporary buildings and mobile units 


Another 90 megawatts 
or less is expected to be 
produced from Tatanka's 
North Dakota towers. 

The company plans to 
hold an open house once 
construction dangers are 
over, da  Cunha said 
Monday. Until then, he said 
people should not drive 
through the area, even on 
the public roads. 


“It's no playground.: da 


Cunha said. * A person can 
get hurt. It’s not the right 
time to go there. Drivers of 
these rigs have huge blind 
spots." 

Along with the trucks, 
numerous cranes in the area 
pose dangers, he said. From 
200 to 300 workers are on 
the site not easily reached 
by ambulance, her added. 
“It could be very, very 
nasty." 


Cell phone coverage is 
poor, making it difficult to 
get emergency services, da 
Cunha said. 
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ates into the Montana-Dakota Utilities system. 
The project is slated to produce fewer than 90 


megawatts in South Dakota. One megawatt 
supplies more than 400 homes with the power 
they need for one hour. 

Construction is not under state Public 
Utilities Commission jurisdiction because the 
PUC oversees only those projects that will 
yield 100 megawatts or more. 

WIND: continued on page 3 
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Visitors discouraged 
because of dangers 


By Russ Keen 
American News Writer 





with tall weeds. 


In the late 1800s, settlers built windmills 
to pump water. The 2007 pioneers are erect- 
ing wind energy towers that dwarf the 19th- 


ONG LAKE — A new brand of pio- 
neers is revolutionizing a remote, 
hilly area where coyotes can be seen 
dashing out of pastures to run across 
extremely narrow gravel roads bordered 


century windmills that remain in the area. 


Swarms of people, many driving massive 
trucks as wide as the roads, are starting to 


in a nutshell 


፳ A wind farm with 


build 60 towers in 
the isolated area 
north of Long Lake. 
Another 60 are 
going up just 
across the state 
border in Dickey 
County, N.D. 

Its the Tatanka 
wind farm, which 
stretches for miles 
north-south and 
east-west. A collec- 
tion of temporary 
buildings and 
mobile units at con- 
struction headquar- 
ters north of town 
give the impression 
that a new village 
has sprouted in 
McPherson 
County. 

Construction is 
expected to be 
completed by the 
end of the year, 
said Marcus V. da 
Cunha of Chicago 


120 towers is under 
construction in 
McPherson County 
and Dickey County, 
N.D., area. 

E The public is 
strongly discour- 
aged from driving 
through the area 
because heavy truck 
traffic on narrow 
gravel roads, 
numerous cranes 
and other factors 
make it a dangerous 
place, a company 
spokesman said. 

w The work is 
slated to be finished 
by the end of the 
year, and an open 
house is expected 
to be scheduled. 
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Wind farm taking shap 
in McPherson County 
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Waiting for installation: Mortenson employees work near the blades and towers of wind generators being built in 





McPherson County near the North Dakota border. On the right are several blades, and at left is part of a base. 
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Close up: Construction workers stand at the end of part of a wind generator that will be mounted on the base at left in 
McPherson County, near the North Dakota border. 





Big blades: The large blades and other pieces of a wind generator rest on a hill near a cornfield in McPherson County. 


Wind farm: Area not easily accessible 


Continued from Page 1A 


blind spots.” 

In addition to the trucks, 
numerous cranes in the area 
pose dangers as well. From 
200 to 300 workers are on 
the site not easily reached by 
ambulance, he said. 

Cell phone coverage is 
poor to nonexistent in the 
area, which makes it difficult 
to access emergency services, 
da Cunha said. 

“Good luck trying to get 


sts. Every Fridav Qua ~^ 


911." 


And the roads are not 
always marked with signs, 
making it harder for ambu- 
lances, if needed, to find the 
injured. Also, ambulances 
would have to come from 
long distances, da Cunha 
said. 

“Tt could be very, very nas- 
ty,” he said. “We could have a 
disaster in no time, so we try 
to keep a low profile. I am 
just trying to be responsible.” 











Submitted by Charles Russell, Emergency Management 


training was held as an educational drill and test of the 9-1-1 re- 
sponses to the remote site. 

Responders had the opportunity to see the equipment as well as 
learn the special hazards they could face during a real response. 
With wind towers going up all over our area, responders will be 
learning these new rescue skills and have an increased safety 
awareness needed when working around these sites. 

Most rural departments do not have the equipment or trained 
manpower to remove a victim from the inside one of these gi- 
ant towers or from the generator enclosure mounted on the top 
of the tower. This training helps responders identify the gaps in 
their training and the need for additional equipment if an accident 
should occur at one of the towers. 

The Mortensen Construction crews demonstrated techniques 
and equipment needed for these types of rescues, as well as exer- 
cising their own safety plans designed to alert 9-1-1, communicate 
with the local responders, and mobilize their safety response teams 
to support and extricate the patient while waiting for responders to 
arrive on scene. 

Taking part in this unique training were units of the Ashley Am- 
bulance and Fire, Ellendale Ambulance and Fire, Care Flight Air 
Ambulance (based at St Luke's Hospital in Aberdeen), as well as 
members of the Dickey County Emergency Management s CERT 
(Cam. 

Mortensen Construction crews and management are to be com- 
mended for their support of and coordination with the local emer- 
eency response plans concerning their operations. Their efforts 
have included assurance of safe passage of school buses, stopping 
activities for funeral processions, in addition to providing this type 


em 











Glynn spoke about the cost of repair- 
ing and maintaining the 6 miles of county 
line road between Dickey and Mcintosh 

| counties used in the wind tower project. 
Discussion followed regarding the previ- 
ous agreement with Tatanka about the 
condition they were to leave the road in. 
Subject was tabled until a later time. 





Special 9-1-1 training session 
held at wind farm site 2% "^^ @ 


Emergency responders from Ashley and Ellendale were hosted for 
a special training session by the Mortensen Construction Company at 
the TATANKA Wind farm located in southeastern Dickey County. The 





It is a privilege to work with these professionals. 
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of specialized educational opportunity. The extra efforts in this coordi- 
nation show their commitment to the safety of the responders and com- 
munity and will leave a positive impact when construction is finished. 
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AP 


A row of wind turbines tower over the landscape near 


Edgeley on Sept. 16. 


EDGELEY (AP) — There's a 
new harvest taking place on the 
North Dakota prairie this fall. 

Look to the western horizon 
here and see 41 glistening white 
pinwheels turning on the 
Coteau Ridge, capturing the 
breeze with swinging arms and 
spinning it into electricity that's 
shipped out on high-voltage 
lines. 

The wind turbines — each 
securely bolted to the top of 
213-foot, North Dakota-made 
towers — comprise the state's 
first two commercial-scale 
wind farms. 

The projects were built with 
a $65 million investment by FPL 
Energy of Juno, Fla. 
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They represent tne rirst 
swing at what could become a 
huge cash crop for North Dako- 
ta ut experts say North Dako- 
ta must be able to deliver elec- 
tricity to major markets before 
it can reap the benefits of its 
wind. 

"The fact is, we have a 
tremendous, untapped 
resource here, said Brad 
Stevens, an engineer with the 
University of North Dakota's 
Energy & Environmental 
Research Center. 

The combined 5 
megawatt capacity of the two 
new North Dakota wind farms 
creates enough electricity to 
meet the energy needs of 21,000 
typical North Dakota homes. 
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e Wind farms still face challenges 


Thats just a spark compared 
to the supercharged current 
that could be generated if North 
Dakota can fully harness its leg- 
endary winds. 

Kim Christianson, energy 
programs manager for the state 
Department of Commerce, said 
with advances in technology, 
North Dakota has the potential 
for a larger wind farm in the 
near future — one on the scope 
ofup to 500 megawatts, or more 
than five times the capacity of 
what was built west of Edgeley 
this summer. 

State Rep. Scot Kelsh, D- 
Fargo, said North Dakota faces 
formidable challenges in trans- 
mission. 

Two-thirds of the electric 
energy generated in the state — 
most of it from coal-fired plants 
— is exported to the east. As a 
result, Kelsh said, most lines 
heading that direction are near 
Capacity. 

Robert Harms, a special 
assistant attorney general for 
the North Dakota State Indus- 
trial Commission, was appoint- 
ed chairman of the new group 
looking for ways to get more 
North Dakota electricity flowing 
on the nation’s electrical grids. 

“We just dont have sufficient 


capacity to move large-scale 
amounts of electricity out of the 
region — and it's not just North 
Dakota. Its South Dakota, Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin and lowa, 
too,’ Harms said. 

“We stand the chance of 
becoming the world's greatest 
stranded wind resource," said 
Joe Richardson, a consultant for 
Harnessing Dakota Wind, a 
nonprofit group funded largely 
by the Farm Bureaus of North 
Dakota and South Dakota. 

Five tightly wound power 
lines stretched along steel tow- 
ers from the Western Area 
Power Administration's Fargo 
substation carry the promise of 
helping North Dakota reach its 
potential. 

Officials of 3M Co. have 
developed the high-tech power 
line being tested there. Experts 
say the lines could change the 
future of the energy industry if 
they can hold up under extreme 
weather. 

“We have to find another 
Way to move power. We're 
blocked by transmission," said 
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sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D. 

FPL Energy successfully 
brought its two wind farms 
onto the grid by tapping into 
existing power lines. The wind- 
development company came to 
North Dakota at the behest of 
Basin Electric Power Coopera- 
tive of Bismarck, N.D., and 
Otter Tail Power Co. of Fergus 
Falls, Minn. 

Basin Electric has agreed to 
buy power from 27 ofthe towers 
and Otter Tail is buying the 
power generated from the other 
14 towers. 

"One thing about wind — 
you always know what the fuel 
price is going to be," said Kurt 
Beichel, project manager for 
FPL Energy which owns and 
operates 30 wind farms in 10 
states. 

John DiDonato, project 
director for FPL Energy, said the 
North Dakota farms should 
prove to be the company's most 
efficient. 

“This should be the highest 

roducer, in terms of output 
rom wind, that we have," he 


said. 

A wind farm typically per- 
forms at about 30 percent of 
capacity. DiDonato said the 
North Dakota farms are project- 
ed to perform at greater than 50 
percent capacity. 

Xcel Energy also is looking at 
North Dakota as a potential 
wind farm site. The company, 
which serves Fargo, West Fargo 
and Grand Forks, already has 
wind farms in Minnesota, Col- 
orado, New Mexico, Wyoming 
and Texas. 

Price Hatcher, manager of 
Xcel's renewable power pur- 
chases, says the company first 
became involved with wind 
power in 1993, signing con- 
tracts for power from Minneso- 
tas Buffalo Ridge, 

Xcel Energy currently has 
790 megawatts of wind capacity 
on its system and has plans to 
add another 450 megawatts by 
the end of 2008, Hatcher said. 

He said the company has 
requested oe or devel- 
opment of 80 megawatts in 
either Texas, New Mexico or 
Kansas, and is negotiating with 
a developer for 12 megawatts of 
wind power from North Dakota. 

Urban centers such as Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul could use 
power generated by North 
Dakota wind, Hatcher said, but 
until transmission capacity is 
upgraded, its tough to justify 
building a large wind farm in 
North Dakota. 


"I'm not actively looking for 
more wind energy from North 
Dakota," Hatcher said. "Trans- 
mission constraints are a prob- 
lem." 

As long as the wind is 
untapped, so is its economic 

otential. The Kulm and Edge- 
ey wind farms will generate an 
estimated $277,000 in new 
property tax revenue annua!ly. 
Most of the towers are built 
within the Kulm School Dis- 
trict. 

"It will be a good source of 
revenue for us — you bet," said 
Dan Bauer, Kulm superintend- 
ent of schools. How much the 
district will get toward its $1.75 
million annual budget is 
unclear, he said, "but obviously 
it will have an impact on us." 

DiDonato is confident 
transmission issues can be 
overcome. The FPL executive 
says he expects to be flying to 
North Dakota from his Florida 
home more in the coming few 
years. 

"The ridge here can certainly 
support more turbines," DiDo- 
nato said. "Once we establish a 
foothold — a base camp if you 
will — it's a natural for us to add 
megawatts." 
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More wind power... 


Wind towers are going up in the hills West of 
Forbes, ND. A Spanish company Acciona 


Windpower is putting up the120 towers. 
Photo by Gene Hanson 
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Acciona Windpower is the parent company of the Tatanka Wind Farm being constructed in McPherson County, 
S.D. and Dickey County, N.D. It is the largest wind farm in both North and South Dakota on approximately 14,080 
acres. The wind farm is progressing at a fast pace with expected completion in the winter of 2007-2008. The Tatanka 
Wind Farm will produce enough power for nearly 50,000 homes. 

Pictured top left is the Nacelle, also referred to as a gondola, that was on display during AppleFest. It's located at 
the top of the tower and faces the direction of the wind, thanks to its positioning (yaw) system that automatically 
adjusts the Nacelle towards the dominant wind direction. The bottom left picture shows the inside of.the Nacelle that 
contains shafts, a gearbox, generator and hydraulic and control systems. It also shows the position of the Rotor that 
is used to take wind energy and convert it into rotational kinetic energy. The Hub is the mechanism that transmits 
energy from the three blades to the low speed shaft. The blades measure 122 feet and are made with a smooth outer 
coating to protect them from UV radiation and to help maintain their color. Each turbine is 262 feet tall from the 
base to the hub. 

The bottom right picture gives you just a small idea of the magnitude of these turbines. Look at the size of the 
crane and the size of the semi truck parked there. What a site to see in our county! 
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Spanish-English classes 
at Ellendale Public Library 


JEANETTE ROBB RUENZ 
DICKEY COUNTY LEADER 

Some interesting conversations have been 
taking place at the Ellendale Public Library 
in recent weeks. However, this exchange 
of words has been different from what one 
might think takes place when two or more 
people talk to each other. These sessions 
have been in Spanish and English. 

Three young men, electricians and techni- 
cians, from Spain who are working for Ac- 
ciona Windpower, the parent company of the 
Tatanka Wind Farm came to the librarian, 
Marian Trautmann for help in learning to 
speak English. Since she had taught Span- 
ish for ten years over the Interconnect TV 
system at the Hecla, S.D. school, she was 
the one person most likely to be able to help 
them. The men hoped to learn enough Eng- 
lish vocabulary for their work and to be able 
to ask common questions about things they 
needed to know. Their Spanish is slightly 
different from that which Marian taught, but 
they were able to converse and to learn from 
each other. Part of the lessons was learning 
the English alphabet which would help them 
to pronounce words. 

Pictured at left with Marian is Jose Joaquin 
Frances Ubeda. The custom in their names 
IS to have two last names - the father's first 
and the second one is the mother's last name. 
Jose told us that when a woman marries, she 
does not take her husband's name, but keeps 
her maiden name. 

Jose is from southeast Spain, near Valencia 
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and has worked for the wind power company 
since 2001 in many different places. When 
asked how he liked North Dakota, he com- 
mented, "It is more quiet here, different, but I 
like." He came to our state about two months 
ago and will return to Spain in mid October. 
He is allowed to stay only three months at a 
time in the U.S. He hopes to return in Janu- 
ary for another three-month working period. 
How will he react to the possible cold winter 


weather then? Even though there is very little 


snow where he lives, he likes the mountains 
and the snow. 

In the short time of this interview, Jose and 
Marian were conversing quite easily, both 
eager to understand the other's language and 
to learn to speak the, more fluently. 

50 you see, the Ellendale Public Library 
Is about more than just books, it's about the 
languages, as well. 
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By Joe Kafka 
Associated Press Writer 


PIERRE — Plans for the 
world's largest wind farm, 
proposed to be built in South 
Dakota, have become more 
grandiose. 

South Dakota is officially 
rated No. 4 in the nation for 
the potential capacity to 
make electricity from wind, 
although the ranking is more 
than a decade old. Many 
industry officials believe the 
Great Plains state is the 
windiest of all. 

Clipper Windpower of 
Carpinteria, Calif., intends to 
erect enough wind turbines 
in several South Dakota 
counties to produce up to 
6,000 megawatts of electrici- 
ty, said Bob Gates, the firm's 
senior vice president of com- 
mercial operations. 

That would be eight times 
larger than the biggest wind 
farm in the world, a 735- 
megawatt FPL Energy facil- 
ity with 421 turbines stretch- 
ing across three Texas 
counties. 

Clipper Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer 
James Dehlsen told The 
Associated Press in 2004 the 
company intended to develop 
a $3 billion wind complex 
with 1,000 turbines that 
could produce 3,000 mega- 
watts of juice in South 
Dakota. 

But as envisioned now, the 
project would be twice as 
large and cost $6 billion, 
Gates said. 

Taking into account that 
the wind doesn't always blow 
or is too light or strong at 
times to operate turbines, a 
6,000-megawatt wind farm 
could supply enough power 
for an average of about 1.6 
million homes, based on data 
from the American Wind 
Energy Association. 

Clipper makes 2.5 mega- 
watt turbines, and it would 
take 2,400 of them to 
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South Dakota still in running 


Proposal for large wind farm project 
twice as big as originally planned 


produce 6,000 megawatts of 
electricity. However, the firm 
continues to develop more 
efficient turbines and is part 
of a project to build 7.5 mega- 
watt turbines for an oceanic 
wind farm off the coast of 
Britain. 

Location not clear: Clipper 
officials are not saying 
exactly where the proposed 
mega complex will be located 
in South Dakota, but they 
indicate it will be built in 
stages. 

"I think, each stage would 
eclipse the size of the previ- 
ous one," Gates said. 

If Clipper can find a buyer 
for the electricity, the project 
could get under way in a cou- 
ple of years, he said. 

Huge amounts of extra 
electricity cannot be moved 
out of South Dakota until 
more transmission lines are 
developed, however. 

“To do big-time wind, you 

need to put in upgraded and 
new transmission capabili- 
ties,” Gates said. 
Future of wind: Gates, presi- 
dent of the American Wind 
Energy Association, met 
recently with Sen. John 
Thune, R-S.D., about the 
future of wind development 
in the nation. 

lhune hopes an energy 
bill pending in Congress will 
extend a federal tax credit for 
the wind industry. The incen- 
tive of 1.9 cents per kilowatt 
hour, initially approved in 
1992, is to expire at the end 
of the year. It typically has 
been extended by only a year 
or two, but Thune said Con- 
gress should either make it 
permanent or extend it for 
four or five years at a time. 

Many companies are inter- 
ested in building wind farms, 
and South Dakota stands to 
land several of them if the 


tax credit is extended and 
the transmission bottleneck 
can be fixed, he said. 

“They know that we have 
an unlimited resource," 
Thune said. "South Dakota is 
the windiest state in the 
nation. The National Renew- 
able Energy Laboratory has 
estimated that South Dakota 
has enough wind potential to 
provide 55 percent of all the 
electrical needs in the 
country." 

NREL says South Dakota 
has good to excellent wind 
resources consistent with 
utility-scale electrical produc- 
tion. It specifically points to 
hills east of Pierre, ridges 
along the eastern and north- 
eastern border, hills in south- 
central South Dakota near 
the Nebraska border and 
many mountain crests in the 
Black Hills. 

The energy bill, which has 
passed both the House and 
senate and is awaiting con- 
gressional negotiations on 
differences, includes an 
amendment from Thune that 
would promote the establish- 
ment of special corridors to 
move wind-produced electric- 
ity from its source to high- 
demand population areas. 

"It would create an inter- 
state highway for wind," the 
senator explained. "Right 
now, we've got a transmis- 
sion system that makes it dif- 
ficult to get electricity from 
one area of the country to 
another. We need a corridor 
where you can easily move 
energy anywhere." 

Cumbersome and complex 
regulations and many fees 
now govern the movement of 
electricity, Gates said. Wind 
energy will be hampered 
unless the system is stream- 
lined and transmission capac- 
ity is substantially increased, 





South Dakota is officially 
rated No. 4 in the nation 
for the potential capacity 
to make electricity from 
wind, although the 
ranking is more than a 
decade old. 


"We've got to build electri- 
cal transmission lines to 
bring the energy from where 
its windy, largely in the 
Great Plains, to where the 
people are," the Clipper offi- 
cial said. 

"This nation can make this 
happen if we merely choose 
to do so," he added. 

The most efficient wind 
farm in the nation is located 
near Highmore, about 60 
miles east of Pierre, Thune 
said. That FPL facility has 27 
turbines and generates 40 
megawatts of electricity. 

"I think the sky is the limit 
for South Dakota when it 
comes to wind energy devel- 
opment and production and 
job creation," Thune said. 
"Ihere's a tremendous 
upside here that hasn't been 
tapped. We've got the wind, 
and there are folks who want 
to develop it." 

The Department of Energy 
said the nation's wind-power 
capacity increased by 27 per- 
cent last year, but wind farms 
operating in 36 states 
account for less than 1 per- 
cent of the U.S. power 
supply. 

The American Wind 
Energy Association belie]ves 
20 percent of the nation's 
power could come from wind 
someday. 

According to the associa- 
tion, Texas leads the nation 
in wind power, followed by 
California, Iowa, Minnesota 
and Washington. 
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A merican News Correspondent 


PIERRE — An electricity 
development company plan- 
ning to build wind farms in 
the Brookings area wants the 
South Dakota Public Utilities 
Commission to declare it 
doesn’t need to obtain a siting 
permit from the state agency. 


That would allow PPM 
Energy to proceed with con- 
struction yet this year rather 
than spending months in the 
permitting process. 


South Dakota law requires 
the siting permit for construc- 
tion of various energy facili- 
ties including wind farms, 
which are designed for or 
capable of producing 100 





By Dale Wetzel 
Assoctated Press Writer 


BISMARCK, N.D. 
Most of North Dakota’s 
wind turbines have barely 
begun operating, but state 
regulators have started 
drafting rules that would 
apply if the massive towers 
quit producing electricity. 

“My hope is that we never 
need to use these decommis- 
sioning rules,” said Susan 
Wefald, the president of the 
state Public Service Com- 
mission. "However, if some- 
thing changes in the indus- 
try so that these turbines are 
no longer needed, I want to 
have something in place that 
would take care of them." 

lhe proposed rules, 
scheduled to get a public 
hearing Nov. 29, may 
የመሎ وم لبج نوزوم‎ agents 

mad unos 10 13014 0001 
ayy ur Aepung IAV V 4314 
3 

-mq e 031710091 399.98 23 
-uJ YHON JO 43019 0051 3 
ur Áepung IV y 8 


you 


911 ur Áepung J9[[£2 V HOL 


megawatts or more of 
electricity. 

The siting process pro- 
vides for public participation 
in determining whether con- 
ditions must be met as part of 
the construction and opera- 
tion of the facility. 

PPM is developing two 
projects in Brookings County 
about two miles apart. 
Together they would eventu- 
ally exceed the 100-megawatt 
threshold for a siting permit. 
Separately each is planned to 
eventually produce more than 
30 megawatts. 

One, known as the 
MinnDakota, is planned for 
Lincoln County in Minnesota 
and Brookings County. The 
project would produce 150 
megawatts, with 54 coming 


Lor B - 


from turbines on the South 
Dakota side. PPM wants to 
start operation there yet this 


year. 

The second, called Buffalo 
Ridge I, is scheduled for pro- 
duction in 2008. Its produc- 
tion would start at 44 mega- 
watts and expand to 50.4 
megawatts. 

The Public Utilities Com- 
mission's three elected mem- 
bers are scheduled to consider 
the matter on Tuesday. 

The 100-megawatt thresh- 
old was set by the Legislature 
in 2005, with the support of 
the PUC, as an exemption to 
the siting process as a means 
to encourage development of 
wind power in South Dakota. 

PUC staff attorney Karen 
Cremer's analysis is that 
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North Dakota divinis making 
rules for decommissioning turbines 


physical condition" as 
existed when the site was 
built. 


“To the extent possible, 

the site must be restored and 
reclaimed to the topography 
and topsoil quality that 
existed just prior to the 
beginning ... of construc- 
tion," they say. 
Criteria: A wind turbine 
would be targeted for 
decommissioning if it had 
not produced electricity for 
at least one year, the pro- 
posed rules say. Removing a 
wind tower and its associ- 
ated equipment would have 
to be done within 18 months 
after it reached the end of its 
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years. Its largest single wind 
farm, a 159-megawatt devel- 
opment near Langdon in 
northeastern North Dakota, 
is nearing completion. 

Analysts say the decom- 
missioning of wind farms 
has not been an urgent sub- 
ject in most states because 
of the relative newness of 
mast "uos mina 
development. 

One exception is Califor- 
nia, where about 1,300 
megawatts of the state's 
2,230 megawatts were 
installed in the 1980s. The 
California Energy Commis- 
8100, in a recent report, 
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PUC asked to waive permit for Brookings-area wind D 


PPM's two sites will be sepa- 
rately managed and will oper- 
ate independently of each oth- 
er. 

The Brookings County 
Commission sent a letter rec- 
ommending the PUC consider 
the projects as two separate 
wind farms. The June 5 letter 
noted there were already 36 
tower bases in place awaiting 
construction of turbine masts. 

For Navitas Energy, the 
PUC's siting permit process 
took nearly a full year to com- 
plete for the company's 200- 
megawatt wind development 
southeast of White in Brook- 
ings County. Navitas received 
its permit in July. 

Last December, the PUC 
declared a siting permit 
wasn't necessary for Tatanka 


‘Dismantling focus of wind drafts 
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In a nutshell oo 


m North Dakota regula- 
tors have started drafting 
rules that would apply if 
massive towers wind tur- 
bines quit producing 
electricity. 

፳ Most of the towers 

have barely begun oper- 
ating, but lawmakers 

want rules in place in 

case they ever need to be 
decommissioned. 

E Tearing down a 

defunct wind farm would - - 
include dismantling its 
towers, which are more 
than 200 feet tall, as well _,. 
as removing transform- 

ers, underground cables 
and the concrete footings ب‎ 
that provide a foundation ! 
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Last December, tl the PUC 
declared a siting permit 
wasn't necessary for 
Tatanka Wind Power, 
which was building a 
180-megawatt project 
straddling the two 
Dakotas' border, with 90 
megawatts on the S.D. 
side | in 0+0 راس‎ 


Wind Power, which was build- 
ing a 180-megawatt project 
straddling the two Dakotas' 
border, with 90 megawatts on 
the South Dakota side in 
McPherson County. 
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Collision kills S.D. resident 


Incident occurred in 
Dickey County, N.D. 


7 
125) Emily Activar Richardt 


American News Writer 


A 42-yearold South Dakota 
man is dead after a two-vehicle 
crásh 2 eee in Dickey 
County, N 

The Dr whose name has not 
yet been released, Was pro- 
nounced dead at the scene, 
according to a news release from 
the North Dakota Highway Patrol 
in Jamestown, N.D. 

The man was northbound on 
66th Avenue Southeast, southeast 
of Ashley, N.D., when he met a 
southbound vehicle driven by a 
19-year-old male from Oklahoma. 

The northbound vehicle met a 
semi and had pulled over to the 
shoulder to let it pass. As he 


pulled back onto the roadway, his 
vehicle and the vehicle driven by 
the man from Oklahoma met 
head on, according to the release. 

The victim was not wearing a 
seat belt. The driver of the other 
vehicle, who was wearing a seat 
belt, was transported by the Ash- 
ley Ambulance and Fire Depart- 
ment to the Ashley Hospital with 
minor injuries, the release stated. 
His name has not been released 
and his condition is not known. 

The accident happened at 
about 9:06 a.m. The North 
Dakota Highway Patrol said dust 
from the roadway was a factor in 
the accident. 

In addition to the highway 
patrol and Ashley Ambulance and 
Fire Department, the Dickey 
County Sheriffs Office and the 
McIntosh County (N.D.) Sheriffs 
Office responded to the scene. 


Wind farm 
accident 
kills one 


One man is dead 
and another taken to 
the Ashley Medical 
Center after a head on 
collision between pick- 
up trucks at about 9 
a.m. Tuesday ona | 
gravel road 18 miles 
east and 3 miles south 
near the construction 
site of a wind tower site 
straddling the state line. 
According to a wit- 
ness, dust on the road 
may have contributed to 
the accident. The vic- 
tim, who is believed to 
have been a South 
Dakota resident, was 
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N.D. accident victim 
identified as Redfield man 


he North Dakota High- 

way Patrol has released 
the name of the South 
Dakota man who died in a 
two-vehicle accident on 
Tuesday in Dickey County, 
N.D 


Robert Kramer, 42, of 
Redfield was pronounced 
dead at the scene, according 
to a release from the North 
Dakota Highway Patrol out 
of Jamestown, N.D. 

Kramer was northbound 
on 66th Avenue Southeast, 
a gravel road southeast of 
Ashley, N.D., and Zachary 
Long, 19, of Atoka, Okla., 
was southbound, when the 
two vehicles collided head 
on. 

Kramer had pulled over 
onto the shoulder to let a 
southbound semi go by. 
The accident occurred as he 
pulled back onto the 


roadway. 

Long, who was wearing a 
seat belt, escaped with only 
minor injuries, the release 
said. Kramer was not wear- 
ing a seat belt. 

The accident occurred 
about 9:06 a.m. Tuesday. 
Dust from the roadway was 
a factor in the crash, accord- 
ing to the release from the 
highway patrol. 

In addition to the North 
Dakota Highway Patrol, the 
Dickey County Sheriff's 
Office, the Ashley Ambu- 
lance and Fire Department 
and the McIntosh County 
Sheriffs Office responded 
to the scene. 

The accident 
under investigation. 


is still 


Reporter Emily Arthur-Richardt; 
(605) 622-2314, 1-800-925-4100 ext. 
314; earthur@aberdeennews.com 


not identified. He is 
believed to have died 
instantly. The job site 
was shut down for the 


day. 


The Ashley 
Ambulance, Ashley Fire 
Department, Ellendale 
Ambulance and the 
State Highway Patrol 
responded to the acci- 
dent. 
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Authorities investigating 
copper theft, vandalism 


he McPherson County 

Sheriffs Office is inves- 
tigating theft and vandalism 
that occurred at the 
Tatanka Wind Energy site 
sometime between Tuesday 
and early Thursday 
morning. 

McPherson County Sher- 
iff Dave Ackerman said 
someone entered a wind 
tower that had been left 
unlocked and stole several 
pieces of copper wiring and 
copper poles. The copper 
was out of the tower. 
Another tower was vandal- 
ized when a suspect or sus- 
pects tried to break into the 
locked door. 


Tatanka Wind Energy is 


in both McPherson County 
and Dickey County, N.D. 
Ackerman said 60 of the 
wind towers are in one 
county and 60 in the other. 

The approximate value 
of the copper stolen was 
around $500; however, 
Ackerman said it will cost 
much more to repair the 
damage because the wind 
towers are manufactured 
out of the country. 

There are no suspects at 
this time, Ackerman said. 

Anybody with any infor- 
mation can call the McPher- 
son County Sheriffs Office 
at (605) 439-3400. 
Reporter Emily Arthur-Richardt; 
(605) 622-2314, 1-800-925-4100 ext. 
314; earthur@aberdeennews.com 
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a wind tower straddling the 
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released 


According to the 
amestown Highway 
Robert Kn imer age 


\ According to a witness, 
| dust on the road may have 
| contributed to the accident 
Ihe victim, who is believed 
| to be South Dakota resident. 
اج کے ہے‎ $ was not identified. He is 
| dé y believed to have died 
instantly. The job site was 

shut down for the day. 


Ihe Ashley Ambulance, 
Ashley Fire Department, 
Ellendale Ambulance and 
the State Highway Patrol 
responded to the accident 
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| reported 


One hundred and twenty 
new wind towers are being 


constructed northeast of 


Long Lake and west of 
Forbes, N.D., along with the 
North and South Dakota bor- 
der 


During the past week be- 


tween Tuesday and Thurs- 
day, vandalism was reported 
at the site by McPherson 
County Sheriff Dave 
Ackerman who said some- 
one entered a wind tower 
that had been left unlocked 
and stole several pieces of 
copper wiring and copper 
poles. The copper was left 
out of the tower. Another 
tower was vandalized when 


| Wind tower vandalism 


| t accident kills one | 
Acciden One man is dead and 


a Suspect or suspects tried to 
break into the locked door. 
latanka Wind Energy is 
in both McPherson County 
and Dickey County, N.D. 
Ackerman said 60 of the 
wind towers are in one 
county and 60 in the other. 

Ihe approximate value 
of the copper stolen was 
around $500; however it will 
cost much more to repair the 
damage because the wind 
lowers are manufactured out 
of the country. 

[here are no suspects at 
this time. Anyone with any 
information can call the 
McPherson County Sheriff's 
Office at (605)439-3400. 

Northwest Blade 11/14/07 
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As one drives by the wind towe 
going up in Mcintosh County 
to get a perspective of how mass 


they really are. Part of the tower came 


through Ashley on Monday, enroute to 
the wind farm which lies near the 
Mcintosh-Dickey County Border. The 
truck and trailer carrying the section 
stretched 3/4 of a block. 
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Molded Fiber Glass Cos. opening plant in Aberdeen; business 
expected to be making wind-power turbine blades by May 2006 
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By Emily Arthur-Richardt 


earthur(Qaberdeennews.com 


company with the 
potential to 
become one of 
Aberdeen's major 
employers announced 
Monday that it will soon be 
bringing a wind-power 
blade manufacturing plant 
to Aberdeen. 


Molded Fiber Glass 
Cos., a family-owned, Ohio- 
based company, could 
employ up to 750 workers 
within three years. It plans 
to open by May 2008 in a 
332,700-square-foot facility 
on a 94-acre site north of 
old Swisher Field at 1401 
N. County Road 19. 

MFG will manufacture 
wind blades to be bought 
by GE Energy, one of the 
world's leading producers 
of wind energy turbines. 


The Aberdeen Develop- 
ment Corp. wil own the 
$21 million facility, which 
will be leased by MFG. In 
all, it will be a $40 million 
project. The manufacturing 
company will be among the 
largest in Aberdeen. In 
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business is 
to make it 
easy for 
them to locate and to make 
them feel welcome,” said 
Richard Morrison, MFG 
president and chief execu- 
tive officer. “We felt want- 
ed. I can’t tell you how 
important that is for a com- 
pany looking to go 
somewhere.” 





The announcement 
came at a gathering Mon- 
day in Aberdeen. Gov. 
Mike Rounds, Sen. John 
Thune, R-S.D., and a repre- 
sentative from the office of 
Sen. Tim Johnson, D-S.D., 
attended. About 400 peo- 
ple, including a number of 
state and community lead- 
ers, also turned out to hear 
the announcement. 


Rounds said when he 
was first introduced to 
Morrison and his team he 
was impressed by the com- 
pany and what it could do 


The planned improve- 
ments to the site on 


for Aberdeen and South Dakota. 


“I liked what I saw,” he said. 

“Here was a team coming in that 
was interested in long-term busi- 
ness development. ...They're the 
real deal. And they're here for the 
long haul.” 
Employment: Morrison said the 
company will probably employ 50 
to 100 people initially. Many of the 
employees will be sent to MFG's 
Texas plant for training. Positions 
wil be added as production 
increases. 


The starting salaries for the 
manufacturing positions will be in 
the $11 to $12 hourly range, said 
Wes Shamp, a MFG senior vice 
president who will handle the gen- 
eral manager responsibilities for 
the Aberdeen plant while it's being 
constructed. The jobs will have full 
benefits, Shamp said. 


In addition to labor positions, 
MFG will also have management, 
engineering, technical and mainte- 
nance positions open, he said. 
Shamp said the company will hire 
for many of the management posi- 
tions in a matter of weeks, with the 
other positions to be filled in the 
few months before the plant opens. 
The South Dakota Career Center at 
the Department of Labor, 420 S. 
Roosevelt St., will handle the appli- 
cations, said Dan Thielsen of the 
labor department. 


Aberdeen Mayor -Mike Levsen 
said the manufacturing plant is a 
step forward for Aberdeen and the 
state. 





"As wonderful as this company 
is, nobody succeeds in doing this 
on a whim,” Levsen said. “Other 
cities and other states were looked 
at. ... We're just thrilled they 
chose here.” 

Morrison said locations in Iowa, 
Nebraska, Kansas, North Dakota 
and Minnesota were also consid- 
ered. But in the end, South Dako- 
ta’s willingness to have the com- 
pany locate to the state, the 
four-lane highway from Aberdeen 
to the interstate and the state’s 
windy weather won out. 
Expanding energy source: Thune 
said the state is the perfect place to 
produce the blades that will help in 
the production of wind energy. 

^Welcome to the Saudi Arabia of 
wind," Thune said to Morrison. 
“You came to the right place, 
buddy." 

Jody Markopoulos, GE's general 
manager of sourcing, said at the 
event that GE has more than 6,500 
1.5-megawatt wind turbines — the 
type of turbine MFG would be pro- 
viding the blades for — in opera- 
tion worldwide. That's enough 
energy to operate 3 million average 
U.S. homes, she said. By the end of 
2008, with MFG's help, the com- 
pany expects that number to 
exceed 10,000 units. Markopoulos 
said GE, which supplies more than 
90 percent of the United States' 
new wind capacity, expects its 
wind energy revenues to exceed $4 
billion this year. 

"We believe wind energy must 
be a part of the world mix to 
reduce emission and the global 


greenhouse effect," she said. 


South Dakota Rep. Stephanie 
Herseth Sandlin agreed. Herseth 
sandlin did not attend the 
announcement; however, she sent 
her congratulations to Aberdeen. 


“Pm confident that Molded Fiber 
Glass (Companies) will make an 
invaluable contribution to the 
Aberdeen community and the 
northeastern region of the state," 
Herseth Sandlin said in a release. 
"Ihis is an important economic 
development initiative not only 
because of the jobs it will mean in 


Brown County, but also because it 
represents our state's continued 
commitment to the renewable 
wind energy industry." 


Matt Varilek, economic develop- 
ment director for Johnson's office, 
said the senator also gives his 
approval to the project. 


“The main thing he wanted me 
to convey is a word of thanks,” 
Varilek said. ^ ... This truly is a 
wonderful thing for Aberdeen and 
South Dakota." 












m Molded Fiber Glass Cos. will 
open a wind-power blade manu- 
facturing plant in Aberdeen by 
May 2008. 

B The plant, which will employ 
90 to 100 people to start, has the 
potential to have up to 750 
employees. The Aberdeen Devel- 
opment Corp. will build the facil- 
ity, and MFG will lease it. 

፳ MFG will supply the blades for 


By Russ Keen 
rkeen(Qaberdeennews.com 


About 50 people gathered Mon- 
day morning on spacious land the 
Aberdeen Development Corp. has 
owned for 18 years to celebrate a 
company setting up shop on the 
54-acre site. 

The occasion was groundbreak- 
ing for a facility for Molded Fiber 
Glass Cos., which could prove to 
be one of Aberdeen's major 


Ground broken on 332,700 square-foot facility 


LaFrance of Molded Fiber Glass, 
referring to how the company 
cannot keep up with demand 
from GE. 

Groundbreaking, scheduled for 
11 a.m., hinged on the arrival of 
Gov. Mike Rounds, who arrived 
about 11:30 a.m. In the meantime, 
company officials from Molded 
Fiber Glass and GE mingled with 
local people, meeting many of 
them for the first time, and with 
Sen. John Thune, R-S.D. 








General Electric's wind turbines. employers. Up to 750 workers are 
expected three years down the 
road. 

The group included representa- 
tives from the Ohio-based com- 
pany and from GE Energy, the 
Fortune 500 company that will 
buy all the windmill blades that 

1 Molded Fiber Glass will make in 
Aberdeen. 


"All — and more," said Carl 





Molding 
company 
founded in 
1948 


፳ Robert S. Morrison founded 
Molded Fiber Glass Companies 
in 1948 in Ashtabula, Ohio, 
which is near Cleveland. Sen ን = 
፳ When General Motors began 1 
manufacturing Corvettes in | 
1953, it selected the Morrison | 
family business as the supplier | 
of all the fiberglass-reinforced 
plastic for the sports cars. 

፳ Molded Fiber Glass Companies 
was the first to mass-produce 
products using polyester resins 
and fiber glass reinforcement. 

B [he family has operated 
businesses of various types in 
Ashtabula since 1844. 

@ Richard S. Morrison, son of 
Robert S., is president and chief 
executive officer of the company | 
today. Nancy Warner, daughter of | 
Robert S., is on the board of 
directors. Both Richard S. and 
Warner were in Aberdeen on 
Monday. 

B The late Robert S. would have 
been 98 on Monday, the day the 
announcement came that the 
company was establishing a 
manufacturing operation in 
Aberdeen, where blades for wind 
turbines will be made. 

፻፳ The company also makes the 
blades in a Gainesville, Texas, 
facility. In addition to Ashtabula, 
the company also has operations 
in Independence, Kan.; 
Morganton, N.C.; Stevenson, 
Wash.; Sparks, Nev.; Linesville, 
Penn.; Adelonta, Calif.; and Opp, 
Ala. Morrison said the company 
also operates in Mexico. 

E The company manufacturers a 
variety of products. For more 
information, go to 
www.moldedfiberglass.com. 
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Monday, March 3rd, just after 5:00 p.m. 
a 911 call came in to local law enforcement 
and emergency personnel from the Tatanka 
Wind Farm located southwest of Forbes, 
N.D. 

It was reported that a person had fallen 
about 80 feet inside one of the wind tow- 
ር He was eventually extricated and the 
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After the groundbreaking, 
many who attended went to the 
Ward Plaza in downtown 
Aberdeen for the official 
announcement that Molded Fiber 
Glass was coming to the site 
north of old Swisher Field. 

Before Brown County gave the 
site to the development corpora- 
tion 18 years ago, it was part of 
the county’s poor farm. 


Anticipated workers for Molded Fiber Glass Cos. 
will mean about 100 more new students 


Aberdeen Care Flite helicopter transported 
him to a trauma center in Bismarck. His | 
condition is unknown. 

Responding to the call were the Ellendale 
Ambulance crew; Charles Russell, 
DES/911; Dickey County Sheriffs Depart- 
ment; Ashley Ambulance crew; and the 
McIntosh Sheriff's Department. 
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Cenex C-Store employees' team work 
makes 50 pizzas for Wind Farm delivery 











Theresa Kassa, Cenex C-Store Manager said "It was a team effort that made this delivery possible". Thursday, 
December 13th Ellendale's Cenex C-store made a delivery out to the Wind Farm near Forbes. They ordered 80 large 
pizzas for their Safety Meeting and thanks to a little extra work and lots of fun. the employees made the pizzas 
Wednesday evening and then baked them to perfection Thursday. Everyone got involved as Charley Reisenauer, 
Farmers Union Manager, made the delivery out to the Wind Farm in time for lunch! Pictured above Sharon Klep- 
pinger (left) has the oven mitts in place ready to remove the pizzas from the oven, Theresa Kassa has 8 ready for the 


warmer and Kathy Geiss is standing by ready to cut the pizza once they reach the boxes. Don't worry, they still had 


plenty of single pizzas ready for their daily customers! (photo by Roberta Johnson) 
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Visit a group of 120 wind towers in 
North and South Dakota. These impres- 
sive structures are using our region's 
great wind resources to generate elec- 


tricity. The project covers approxi- 
mately 14,080 acres of farm land west 
of Ellendale. The farm, with 180 MW 


capacity, will produce enough power to 
meet the needs of approximately 50,000 
American homes. 

Each turbine 15 262 feet tall from the 
base to the hub, and each blade is 122 
feet long. The project uses Acciona 
Windpower’s 1.5MW wind turbine gen- 





erators 

20 miles west of Ellendale on county 
line road 

Straddling the North Dakota / South 
Dakota border on the Coteau des Prairies 
Ridge, the Tatanka Wind Farm will com- 
prise of a total of 120 wind turbines, 60 


: atanka Wind Far IN vee 3i 7 


of which will be located in Long Lake. 
McPherson County, South Dakota while 
the remaining 60 will be situated in 
Dickey County, North Dakota. 

The project is a partnership between 
Acciona Energy North America Corp. 
and Acciona Windpower USA, both 
subsidiaries of Acciona S.A., the largest 
developer, owner and operator of wind 
farms in the world. 

The capacity of the progress is listed 
as IS0MW split across the states which 
has allowed it to circumvent South Da- 
kota Legislature wich passed a law in 
2006 that set the threshold for Public 
Utilities Commission jurisdiction. over 
wind-farm construction at 100MW of 
electricity production. In this case, the 
electricity production in South Dakota 
sits at around ۰ 

PUC officials were also told a trans- 
mission line should run about 1,200 feet 
on the South Dakota side and eventually 
connect with the Montana-Dakota Utili- 
ties grid about 12 miles into North Da- 
kota. 

According to Acciona Wind Energy. 
the project was due to be completed by 
3] December, 2007. As things stand at 
the moment, I haven't been able to find 
any indication that it was completed on 
time and is operational or that it has been 
delayed. 

To read about more wind power devel- 
opments, visit the Wind Power page. 
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Landowners, wid farm developers 
By Bob Kjelland * Union Farmer Editor can negotiate 
Landowner guidelines for evaluating wind energy 


production leases 
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Wind generators tower above a pasture northeast of Bismarck Photo: Bob Kjelland 








A new crop of wind farms is popping up across 
North Dakota. Landowners and rural communities 
welcome the income and related economic activity 
that these wind farms generate. Several wind farms 
are in full operation, and more are in the works. 


Landowners interested in having their property 
chosen for a wind farm are looking for answers 
to a lot of questions. The University of Michigan 
has developed a few answers. The University has 
issued “Landowner Guidelines for Evaluating Wind 
Energy Production Leases." This worksheet presents 
numerous questions landowners need to consider. 
followed by comments that will further assist in 
finding the answers (see pages 12 & 13). 


Farmers and ranchers who are considering signing 
a contract with a company developing a wind farm 
often “are not aware of all the restrictions contained 
in a typical wind lease or easement,” said Dr. Stephen 
Harsh. a professor in the Agricultural, Food and 
Resource Economics Department at Michigan State 
University in East Lansing. He said some companies 
developing wind energy have the misconception that 
"farmers are badly in need of new funds to “save the 
family farm' and we are here to save them." 


Clyde Wetzel is operating a family farm owned by 
his parents near Ashley. He doesn't necessarily agree 
that payments from a wind farm will save the family 
farm, he is pragmatic. “You look at cattle prices and 
you look at what a wind tower is worth... it's hard to 
say no." Wetzel 1s open to seeing a wind farm set up 
towers on the land he farms. He and his neighbors 
have discussed the possibilities. Yet, he adds, farmers 
are independent and they may not work together as a 
group in negotiating with a company. 


Negotiation 15 the key, explained Harsh. A company 
developing a wind farm may reach agreements 
with farmers one by one. And companies may 
require farmers to sign a non-disclosure agreement 
that limits them from talking to their neighbors. 
Farmers need to realize they can ask questions and 
voice recommendations, rather than simply signing 
a contract written by — and for — a company that is 
looking out for its own interests. 


Two wind farms are in operation between Edgeley 
and Kulm, just miles down the road from Ashley. 
Wetzel and his neighbors wonder how companies make 
decisions in siting towers and building maintenance 
roads. “That is a major stumbling point with people. 
You don't want them zig-zagging across your field. 
You want to find out how flexible they will be to work 
with." Wetzel has alot of questions. *How will they get 
the electricity out? Do they pay for the tower being on 
your land, or for the actual electricity generated? Are 
there liability issues regarding adjoining landowners. 
especially 11 those landowners oppose a wind farm?" 

North Dakotans can expect to see more wind farms 


being developed all acrossthe state. Wetzel understands 
some landowners may oppose such development on 


their own land, and that of their neighbors. Others 
will welcome the opportunity. “Some will say, “No, I 
don't want that destroying the landscape.” Some will 
say, “That's not enough money for the lease.” Some 
will say, *I'1l think about it." But who cannot afford to 
take the money in this economy we are in?” 


Wetzel has reviewed Michigan State University's 
guidelines. “A lot of the information was helpful." 
He appreciated that the document considered the 
landowner's side of negotiating with a wind farm 
developer. “Once the document is signed, the tower 1s 
on your land for 30 years.” Actually, contracts vary in 
terms of time, payments, liability and dozens of other 
details. The bottom line 1s, when a landowner signs a 
lease, it represents a long-term contract that provides 
both benefits and restrictions. 


In the opinion of Harsh. the most obvious benefit 
of wind farms 15 in the development of renewable 
energy for future use. The leading downside is the 
long-term lease commitment that ties up land far into 
the future. 
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By Stephen B. Harsh, David Schweikhardt and Lynn 
Hamilton, Department of Agricultural, Food and Resource 
Economics, Michigan State University O 2008 


Ihe process of evaluating a wind lease can be 
complex, and the signing of such a lease involves 
a long-term commitment by the landowner. As a 
general rule, longer lease documents provide more 
detailed responsibilities for the leasing parties and are 
more likely to provide specific answers for disputes 
that arise in the future. It is also important to note that 
nearly all leases are option agreements and do not 
guarantee that wind energy will be developed on the 
property. 


This guide is designed to help landowners consider 
some important issues that should be addressed in a 
lease and some of the alternatives to address those 
Issues. Where appropriate there are comments to 
help you understand some alternatives to consider for 
each issue. This is not a substitute for obtaining legal 
counsel regarding the lease — it is intended to help 


focus your discussions with qualified legal counsel. 


What are your long-term (25 to 35 years) plans 
for the land parcel(s) covered by the lease? 


Wind energy leases are long-term agreements, with 
the shortest in length being 20 to 25 years and the 
longest as much as 99 years. If you or your heirs have 
plans to use these parcels for another purpose during 
the life of the lease, you may be prevented from doing 
so by the lease or because the parcel is less desirable 


for the purpose you envision in the future. 














To what degree will the lease payments help or 
hinder your plans or goals? 


[he lease payment might help achieve your plans or 
goals and will likely affect your financial options in 
the future. On the other hand. if the lease prevents 


your use of the property for other purposes, then the 


lease may hinder your longer term goals or plans. 


Who is offering the lease? 


There are many firms offering wind energy leases. 


Some firms assemble leases for a block of land that 
could be developed into a wind farm and then sell the 
leases to a wind developer for a fee. Another firm may 
offer leases and intends to develop the wind project 


itself. Other issues to consider are: Does the firm 


have prior experience in developing wind projects 
and, if not, is there a good chance they will succeed 
with the project? Would you prefer to have a lease 


with a community-based project, a local firm, or a 
firm located in a foreign country? 


Does the lease have a confidentiality clause? 


Many legal analysts advise against signing a lease 
containing a confidentiality clause. This clause may 
prevent discussion of the lease with other landowners 
involved in the project and may inhibit family 


communications. 





Length of the Lease 


A lease can have two or three time periods: 1) an 
evaluation phase, 2) a production phase, and 3) 
option for extension of the production phase. The sum 
of these phases can be quite long. 


Evaluation or discovery phase 


In the evaluation phase, the developer will collect 
information about wind quality and conduct an 
economic analysis to determine the viability of the 
project. In some cases, the contract will permit the 
evaluation phase to be extended by the developer. It is 
usually desirable for the landowner to keep this phase 
as short as possible. With a long evaluation phase, a 
developer can control the property for several years 
while waiting for the project 5 viability to improve (e. رج‎ 
easier access to the electricity grid, finding financial 
resources, higher electricity prices). During this time, 
you would not be permitted to sign a contract with 
another developer who has more immediate plans to 
develop the property. 


Production phase 


Ihe length of the production phase in the lease is 
usually 20 to 30 years. A long production phase is 
necessary because the investment has a long payback 
period. Usually, a shorter phase is desired because 
this provides an earlier opportunity for the landowner 
renegotiate the terms of the lease or use the land for 
other purposes. 


Renewal or extension of the production phase 


Some developers claim that an extension clause is 
necessary to obtain financing for the project. Most 
wind projects, however, have financing terms of 
12 to 15 years, well within the range of the initial 
production phase. 


Consider the following issues if faced with this 
decision: What land use decisions might you, your 
heirs, or abuyer want to make? Will the lease payments 
be sufficient 30 years from now? It is generally in the 
landowner 5 best interest to be able to renegotiate the 
terms of the lease before it is renewed, or to be able 
to terminate the agreement at the end of the lease. 
By avoiding an automatic extension clause, you might 
be able to protect your future land use options. If the 
developer seeks an extension clause, then additional 


financial compensation should be negotiated. 


Compensation Clauses 


Because there are many payment options, the 
determination of the compensation clause is 
a difficult issue in any lease for wind energy 
development. Careful attention must be 
paid to the payment method 5 impact on the 
landowner 5 returns for the entire length of the 
lease. 
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3 What method is used to determine 
payments for the electricity generated 
during the production phase of the lease? 


This paymen 


If the lease offers a lump-sum payment at the 
beginning of the lease, then this payment will be 


the only payment you will receive during the life of 


the lease. There might be situations in which having 
access to an immediate payment is desirable, but 
care must be taken with this option. What are the tax 
consequences of a lump-sum payment? How does 
it compare to a lease with payments over time? To 
compare the options, use a standard financial annuity 
formula to convert the lump-sum payment into annual 
payments. It is important to make this calculation so 
you are fully informed about your decision. 


[he option of a fixed payment per turbine guarantees 
the landowner s payment regardless of how much 
electricity is generated. At the same time, you will 
receive this payment only if the project is actually 
developed. With this option, it is important to know 
the size of the turbine because the payment offered 
should be higher for larger turbines. 


Another option is for the lease to share a percentage of 


the electricity sales with the landowner. Thus, returns 
can vary based on variations in wind speed and the 
landowner will share in the risk associated with the 
quantity of electricity produced. 


How many turbines will be installed on your 
property? 


For leases offering a fixed payment per turbine or 
a percentage of electricity sales, it is necessary to 
estimate the number of turbines to be installed on 
your property. This payment will vary by the size of 
turbine installed. With larger turbines, the payment 
per turbine should probably be larger. 


Will *pooling" be used to calculate the value of 
electricity sales? 


This procedure might be used if the lease payment 
is based on a percentage of the electricity sales. If 
pooling is used, then your returns will be based on 
your share of the acreage in the project. If you own 








10% of the total acreage in the project, then your 
share would be 1096 of the electricity sales from all 
the turbines in the project, even if vou had more or 
less than 10% of the turbines on your property. 


Does the compensation clause include the sale of 
the Renewable Energy Credits (RECs)? 


Electricity from renewable energy projects (including 
wind) has two sources of value: 1) the value of the 
electricity generated (Dollars per kilowatt hour) 
and 2) the value of the Renewable Energy Credits 
( RECs). When negotiating, the developer might sell 
both the electricity and the RECs, or the developer 
might sell only the electricity, with the RECs being 
sold to another buyer. In either case, does the lease 
share the value of the RECs with the landowner? How 
will the value of the RECs be determined? The value 
of the RECs is expected to increase in the future as 
the states or the federal government enact Renewable 
Portfolio Standards or new regulations on climate 
change issues. 


Does the compensation clause have an inflation 
adjustment provision? 


Because of inflation, a dollar ten years from now will 
have less value than a dollar today. It is desirable, 
therefore, to have a compensation agreement that 
increases your payment to adjust for inflation at 
specific intervals. The developer is likely to have an 
inflation adjustment included in the agreement with 
the utility. Otherwise, the inflation-adjusted value of 
your payment will diminish significantly over the 20 
to 30 vear life of the lease. 


Does the compensation clause include payment 
for the land removed from existing uses by the 
developer (such as permanent roadways or 
structures) during the production phase? 


During the production phase, the developer must 
have access to the turbines and may need to construct 
other structures on the land. The lease should specify 
the landowner s payment per acre for the use of this 
land. 


Does the compensation clause include payment 
for the land used by the developer during the 
construction phase, such astemporary roadways, 
temporary structures, space for large equipment 
such as cranes or other equipment? 


During the construction phase, the developer might 
need access to land on a temporary basis. If such use 
interferes existing with uses of the land (e.g., prevents 
the planting of a crop or destroys an existing crop), 
the lease should specify the landowner's payment 
per acre for the use of this land during this phase. In 
addition, the lease should specify that land used on a 
temporary basis will be returned to its original state by 
the developer before the construction is concluded. 








Does the lease contain a Force Ma jure clause? 


A Force Majure clause permits the developer to extend 
the time of the lease if a delay is caused by any law, 
legal action, or requirement of a government agency, 
court, or utility. | 


Does the lease have an assignment clause? 


An assignment clause permits the wind developer to 
sell/transfer the lease rights to another party. Thus, 
a lease with this clause might mean that a different 
company will own the rights to the lease in the future. 
If the lease has an ass ignment clause, you may want to 
consider at least two options. First, you mav want to 


Does the lease contain other restrictions (e.g., 
a prohibition of hunting) that prevent the 
landowner from using the property for other 
desirable purposes? 


The lease may contain provisions that limit the 
landowner' s use of the land. At the very least, the 
lease is likely to limit the height or location of building 
construction near the turbine(s), the height of trees 
or other obstructions near the turbine(s). and other 
activities that could interfere with the operation of 
the turbine(s). While some provisions are necessary 
to permit the efficient operation of the turbine(s). 








negotiate a higher payment rate as compensation for 
the risk you face in dealing with another party in the 
future. Second, you may want to negotiate a provision 
in which the developer is liable if the lease is assigned 
to a third party and the third party fails to satisfy the 
terms of the lease (especially the payment terms). 


Does the lease specify who will pay the property 
taxesassociated with turbine(s),otherequipment, 
or any other improvements on the property? 


The turbine(s) and any other associated improvements 
are likely to be considered improvements in the 
property and therefore subject to property tax. In some 
cases, contracts specify that the developer is liable for 
the property taxes associated with the wind project. If 
the landowner is to be liable for such tax increases. 
the compensation received by the landowner should 
reflect such an expense. 


Who will be responsible for liability coverage? 


At least four potential liability issues should be 
considered in the negotiation Of a lease. First, the 
liability of the landowner for damage he/she commits 
on the turbine and other facilities on the property is 
a major issue that should be specified in the lease. 
Be aware that the landowner also might be liable for 
damages caused by a third party whom the landowner 
grants permission to use the property. For example, 
assume the landowner gives permission for a third 
party to hunt on the land. If the hunter damages a 
turbine, is the landowner liable Jor those damages? 
Second, is the developer liable for damages to the 
landowner 's property at each phase (evaluation. 
constructton, production) of the lease? Third, is the 
developer liable for damages that occur to a third 
party? For example, assume a third party is injured 
by ice that falls from the blades of a wind turbine. 
Is the developer or the landowner liable for the third 
party s injuries? Fourth, does the lease require the 
developer to carry insurance on the turbine and 
associated facilities? In addition to consultation with 
an attorney, the landowner should have the contract 
reviewed by his/her insurance agent. 


landowners should be sure that such clauses are 
narrowly written to prevent interference with other 
activities on the property. 


Is the turbine or an associated síructure located 
on land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP)? 


Wind turbines may be placed on land enrolled in the 
CRP, but such projects must be approved by USDA 
as “consistent with the conservation of soil, water 
quality, and wildlife habitat." Landowners should 
consult with the Farm Service Agency and/or the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service regarding 
the placement of turbines or other structures on CRP 


acreage. 


Is the turbine or an associated structure 


located on land enrolled in USDA commodity 
programs? 

If the turbine or other facilities are located on land 
that is enrolled in USDA commodity programs, 
how will the developer's use of that land affect the 
landowner's farm program payments? Does the lease 
payment received by the landowner justify the loss of 
commodity program payments? Landowners should 
consult with the Farm Service Agency to determine 
the impact of the developer's use of the land on 


commodity program payments. 


Does the lease contain a choice of law clause or 
choice of venue clause? 


If you are considering a lease with a developer from 
outside North Dakota, you should examine the lease 
Jor both a choice of law clause and a choice of venue 
clause. A choice of law clause might specify that any 
litigation that arises under the contract must apply 
the laws of the state in which the developer is located. 
While the dispute might be heard in a North Dakota 
court, the court would be required to apply the laws 
of the developer's home state. If the lease contains a 
choice of venue clause, the case would be heard by 
a court in the developer’s home state. It is usually in 
the landowner 's best interest to have all legal disputes 
resolved under North Dakota law by a North Dakota 


Court. 








Does the lease specify the events that permit the 
developer to terminate the contract? 


A particularly important issue is whether the developer 
is permitted to terminate the contract "at any time 
without cause." If so, what are the landowner s rights 
to any remaining payments under the contract? 


Is the process defined for the removal of the 
turbine and associated facilities (i.e., structures, 
roads) at the conclusion of the lease? Who must 
pay the costs associated with the removal of the 
turbine and facilities? 


The cost of installing and removing a wind turbine 
can be substantial. The lease should specify which 
party will pay the costs of removing the turbine and 
associated facilities when the lease is terminated. 
Some leases require the developer to pay these costs 
and to retain funds in escrow that will be sufficient 
to pay these costs. The lease should also specifv the 
condition of the land at the end of the removal/clean 
up process. 


Concluding comments 


To participate in this industry, landowners should 
be aware of the economic benefits and the potential 
legal risks associated with negotiating a contract 
for the generation of electricity from wind. Above 
all, landowners should be aware that signing a wind 
contract should be a matter of negotiation. The 
landowner should be aware of the terms of the lease 
and should seek greater compensation for terms of 
rhe lease that are less favorable to the landowner. The 
lease provisions listed above, along with many other 
aspects of the lease, should be considered carefully 
given the long term of commitment required by many 
leases. Negotiation of an equitable lease requires the 
assistance of effective legal counsel. If satisfactory 
terms or compensation are not provided in the lease, 


new or additional terms should be negotiated or the 


lease should not be signed. 











Edgeley, N.D. is located in southeast- 
ern North Dakota at the junction of Hwy 
28] and 13 in the beautiful Coteau and 
Prairie Region. Edgeley is 38 miles south 
of Jamestown, N.D. and approximately 
65 miles north of Aberdeen, S.D. It is a 
farming community with farms producing 
wheat, soybeans, sunflowers, barlev, corn, 
and other small grains as well as livestock. 
Hunting and fishing are very popular in the 
area offering great duck, pheasant, Cana- 
dian geese, grouse and deer hunting for 
the hunters and lakes and dams offering 
walleye, northern pike, perch, crappies and 
bluegills for the fishermen. 

Wind energy became a reality in the 
summer of 2003 when North Dakota's 


first wind farms were built 8 miles west of 


Edgeley along Highway 13. The FPL En- 
ergy North Dakota Wind Energy Centers] 
and II stand on approximately 3500 acres 
of land; each turbine takes up about 50 foot 
square of land. The 41 turbines can be seen 
for miles across the countryside, standing 
tall with their magnificent blades turning in 
the wind. At night the red dots blinking in 
the black of night are equally impressive. 
They are a must see for those traveling in 
this area. 

Whitestone Battlefield, the oldest historic 
site in North Dakota, is located just south- 


west of Edgeley. On September 3, 1863 


the U.S. Cavalry troops engaged in a fierce 
battle with the Yanktonal and Hunkpapa 
Sioux Indians on the Dakota Territory land 
under the command of General Alfred Sul- 
ly. Visit the Whitestone Battlefield Muse- 





“to Wind Energy 


um and en- 
Joy camping 
in the area 
located in 
the peace- 
ful Coteau 
Hills. There 
are beauti- 
ful picnic 
areas, play 
areas along 
with the 
area around 
the Whites- 
tone Battle- 
field Monu- 


ment that stands high above the area. 
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An early peek inside: Richard Morrison, president and chief executive officer of Molded Fiber Glass Incorporated, left, tries to 
get a grasp on the size of the Aberdeen plant under construction as Darl Anderson, project manager, center, explains the 
layout during a tour Friday. Along on the tour are Wes Shamp, general manager of the company's Texas and Aberdeen 
plants, second from the left, Darryl Sellers, a superintendent with Kyburz-Carlson, the general contractor of the construc- 


tion, and Robert Dinsmore, Aberdeen plant manager. 
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Plant progress 
on schedule 


For more coverage 
visit us online 


CLICK IT 


www.aberdeenneWs. 
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See video from the 
construction site. 








MFG should be ready to produce first blade in about five weeks 


By Emily Arthur-Richardt 

earthur@aberdeennews.com 

s Richard Morrison walked into 
the Molded Fiber Glass Cos. 
plant in northeast Aberdeen on 
Friday, his eyes got big before 
the corners of his mouth turned up in a 
big smile. 

The MFG president and chief execu- 
tive officer paused to make sure every- 
one was listening before giving his first 
comment on the construction. 

“I can’t believe you took me serious- 
ly,” Morrison said to those showing him 
around. “When I said ‘Let’s build a 
plant,’ I was just joking.” 





Morrison, who was last in town for 
the MFG ground-breaking in November, 
visited Aberdeen on Friday for his first 
look at the plant that will manufacture 
blades for windmill generators. The 
Aberdeen Development Corp. is paying 
for the $21 million facility that the Ohio- 
based firm will lease. 


While Morrison was in a joking mood, 


the pure size and design of the 7.3 acre 


building didn’t escape him. 


Since he last saw the site, construc- 
tion has started, buildings have gone up, 


and in about five weeks, MFG should be 
ready to produce its first blade, project 


ae 


In a nutshell 








፳ [he president and CEO of 
Molded Fiber Glass Cos. visited 
Aberdeen on Friday to see how 
construction is progressing on a 
plant where MFG will make 
blades for wind turbines. 

፳ MFG officials said the plant will 
begin manufacturing the blades on 
a limited basis, Starting in about 
five weeks. 

፳ MFG plans to employ 700 to 750 


people at the plant by the end of 
next year. 








“manager Darl Anderson said. 

“Pm like a kid at Christmas," Morri- 
son said. "It's a big, beautiful building." 

While work on the plant at 1401 N. 
County Road 19 probably won't be com- 
pletely finished until later this ear, the 
first mold for the blades is scheduled to 
arrive in about a week, Anderson said. It 
will take about four weeks for the mold 
to be set up, but then production will be 
ready to roll, he said. 

The first 18 workers hired are cur- 
rently in Texas training. Anderson said 
another group will be sent soon. 

Molded Fiber Glass will start with 
about 50 employees, but by August, 
Morrison said the company hopes to 
employ 200 in Aberdeen. By mid- to the 
end of 2009, Molded Fiber Glass is hop- 
ing to employ 700 to 750 people, Ander- 
son said. 

"Everything has been going well," he 
said. "One of the things that makes this 
area so good to be in is the cooperation 


you get. From the guy dig- 
ging a ditch to the governor, 
everyone has been great. 
The teamwork, spirit and 
support here has been truly 
remarkable." 


On Friday, Morrison 
walked around the plant, 
asking questions and point- 
ing out just how large the 
plant is. “This is a big place," 
he said. ^ ... It's twice the 
size of our plant in Texas 
and more modern. We've 
learned things as we've done 
this that will make this 
building the best." 


Robert Dinsmore is one 
person who is excited about 
what's to come for the plant. 
Dinsmore, of Grand Forks, 
N.D., is the new plant 


manager in Aberdeen. Right 
now, he commuting. He'll 
soon move his family to 
Aberdeen. | 

"Every operation guy's 
dream is to have a new 
building to work in;" 
Dinsmore said. "It's a really 
great opportunity." ቅ 

That opportunity will 
only increase once the 122.1 
and 132 feet long blades 
start being manufactured, 
Morrison said. 

"Nobody has forgotten- 
what we're trying to do. 
here," he said. "This really. 
gives an opportunity for) 
vitality for the area. The: 
important thing is to ۰ 
there." 
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From staff and wire reports. 


GE Energy Financial Ser- 
vices is investing $141 mil- 
lion in the Tatanka wind 
farm now operating in 
McPherson County and, in 
North Dakota, Dickey and 
McIntosh counties, GE 
announced Monday. 

It marks GE's first wind 


equity investment in the 


Dakotas, according to a press 
release. 

latanka, a $381 million 
project, is the first wind farm 
in the U.S. built entirely by 
Acciona Energy, which is 
part of the Acciona group, a 
Spanish corporation in more 
than 30 countries, the release 


said. 

Tatanka spans 14,000 
acres in Dickey, McIntosh 
and McPherson counties, 
with 59 turbines in McPher- 
son, 61 in Dickey and trans- 
mission lines in McIntosh. 

Tatanka is designed to 
provide enough electricity to 
power more than 60,000 
average homes. 

Compared to electricity 
produced by fossil fuels, 
Tatanka will avoid more than 


590,000 tons a year in green- 
house gas emissions annual- 
ly, according to the release. 


That's comparable to taking 


90,000 cars off the road. 
North Dakota is the No. 1 


state for wind energy poten- 


tial, with resources sufficient 
to produce 1,210 billion kilo- 
watt hours annually, the 
equivalent of 40 percent of 
U.S. electricity needs, accord: 
ing to the American Wind 
Energy Association. South 
Dakota, with 1,030 billion 
kilowatt hours, is No. 4 for 
wind energy potential. 


Area wind farm reaps 
major Investment 
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۸۱2۶7۰۱010۵2 launches 180 MW 
Tatanka Wind Farm 


2۱99 87101120 farm in North and South Dakota produces 
nough clean energy to power 60,000 United States homes 


ACCIONA Energy, today announced the 
launch of its 180 MW Tatanka Wind Farm, 
located in Dickey County and McIntosh 
County, North Dakota, and McPherson 
County, South Dakota. This significant re- 
newable energy project is the largest wind 
farm in North and South Dakota and will 
generate enough clean energy to power 
more than 60,000 U.S. homes. The plant 
went online July 25, 2008. 

Tatanka Wind Farm is the first instal- 
lation of ACCIONA's 1.5 MW turbines 
in the United States. Construction of the 
$381 million project began in April 2007 
and financing for the project was achieved 
through equity partnerships with GE En- 
ergy Financial Services and Wachovia In- 
vestment Holdings LLC. 

"ACCIONA's Tatanka Wind Farm is 
representative of yet another step in har- 
nessing the abundant wind energy reserves 
available in America's rural Midwest. This 
land and its pioneering population, long 
known for providing crops and livestock 
to feed a country, now meet an urgent and 
monumental American need — energy inde- 
pendence. We're so proud and grateful to 
partner with the people of North and South 
Dakota on this project," said Peter Duprey, 
CEO, ACCIONA Energy North America. 
"Harnessing a plentiful domestic energy 
resource like wind to generate electricity 
provides this country with sustainable and 
clean energy choices beyond costly natural 
gas and carbon-emitting coal. The utiliza- 
tion of ACCIONA's proven wind turbine 
technology at the Tatanka Wind Farm is 
an important milestone in the company's 
commitment to reducing the world's CO2 
emissions by 220 million tons in the next 
23 years." 


The Tatanka Wind Farm is comprised of 
120 wind turbines with 59 turbines located 
in South Dakota and 61 turbines in North 
Dakota. The electricity generated at the 
latanka Wind Farm is sold into the Mid- 
west Independent Transmission System 
Operator (MISO), which delivers electric 
power to a very large region of the upper 
mid-western United States and Canada. 

The Tatanka Wind Farm created 21 new 
permanent jobs in North and South Dakota 
and more than 250 people were employed 


during construction. Additionally, the 
Tatanka Wind Farm will provide increased 
revenues for nearby North and South 
Dakota communities through investments 
in local infrastructure, lease arrangements 
with local landowners, and tax revenues 
paid to Dickey County, North Dakota and 


McPherson County, South Dakota. 
The Tatanka facility 1s spread across 


14,080 rural acres. With the exception of 


the small footprint made by the 120 tur- 
bines, at about | acre each, land use 15 
dominated by cattle grazing and crop cul- 
tivation, which coexist with the wind en- 
ergy production. Wind conditions in the 
Tatanka region are optimal for wind en- 
ergy generation, however, the size of the 
Tatanka Wind Farm is limited by regional 
transmission capacity. ACCIONA is hope- 
ful that the current national energy policy 
debates will result in improved transmis- 
sion capabilities across the United States, 
allowing Tatanka's full wind energy poten- 
tial to be realized with further expansion. 
Acciona Energy is a world leader in re- 
newable energies with a major presence in 
eight technologies. In wind power it has 
installed 5,403 MW, owned by the compa- 
ny and other companies, in 195 wind parks 
in 13 countries, and it produces wind tur- 
bines using proprietary technology. As of 
June 30, 2008, the company had installed 
65 MW of solar thermal plants, 97 MW of 








photovoltaic power and 30 MW of thermal 
energy. Italso owns and operates three bio- 
mass plants (33 MW) and 19 small hydro 
power stations (59 MW). In biofuels, it 
produces biodiesel from vegetable oils and 
bioethanol from wine-surplus alcohol. 
ACCIONA Energy belongs to the AC- 
CIONA group, a Spanish corporation with 
activities in more than 30 countries on 
five continents. It works in the fields of 
infrastructure, renewable energy, hydro re- 
sources, urban and environmental servic- 
es, logistics and transport, housing devel- 
opment and hospital management, among 
others. ACCIONA has a workforce of 
over 40,000 employees and is quoted on 
the Spanish IBEX-35 (ANA.MC) selec- 


tive index. www.acciona-energy.com 





























ACCIONA Energy has 
announced the launch of its 180 
MW Tatanka Wind Farm, located in 
Dickey County and McIntosh 
County, North Dakota, and 
McPherson County, South Dakota. 

This significant renewable 
energy project is the largest wind 


farm in North and South Dakota and 
will generate enough clean energy 
to power more than 60,000 U.S. 
homes. The plant went online July 
25, 2008. 

Tatanka Wind Farm is the first 
installation of ACCIONA's 1.5 MW 
turbines in the United States. 


Construction of the $381 million 
project began in April 2007 and 
financing for the project was 
achieved through equity partner- 
ships with GE Energy Financial 
Services and Wachovia Investment 
Holdings LLC. 


The  Tatanka Wind 
Farm is comprised of 120 
wind turbines with 59 tur- 
bines located in South 
Dakota and 61 turbines in 
North Dakota. The electric- 
ity generated at the Tatanka 
Wind Farm is sold into the 
Midwest Independent 
Transmission System 
Operator (MISO), which 
delivers electric power to a 
very large region of the 
upper mid-western United 
States and Canada. 

The Tatanka Wind 
Farm created 21 new per- 
manent jobs in North and 
South Dakota and more 
than 250 people were 
employed during construc- 
tion. Additionally, the 
Tatanka Wind Farm will 
provide increased revenues 


for nearby North and South 
Dakota communities 
through investments in 
local infrastructure, lease 
arrangements with local 
landowners, and tax rev- 
enues paid to Dickey 
County, North Dakota and 
McPherson County, South 
Dakota. 
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Wind farm is 


Ashley Tri bum 


The Tatanka facility is 
spread across 14,080 rural 
acres. With the exception 
of the small footprint made 
by the 120 turbines, at 
about 1 acre each, land use 
IS dominated by cattle graz- 
ing and crop cultivation, 
which coexist with the wind 
energy production. Wind 
conditions in the Tatanka 
region are optimal for wind 
energy generation, howev- 
er, the size of the Tatanka 
Wind Farm is limited by 
regional transmission 
capacity. ACCIONA is 


hopeful that the current 
national energy policy 
debates will result in 
improved transmission 
capabilities across the 
United States, allowing 
Tatanka's full wind energy 
potential to be realized with 
further expansion. 

Acciona Energy is a 
world leader in renewable 
energies with a major pres- 
ence in eight technologies. 
In wind power it has 
installed 5,403 MW, owned 
by the company and other 
companies, in 195 wind 
parks in 13 countries, and it 
produces wind turbines 
using proprietary technolo- 
gy. As of June 30, 2008. the 
company had installed 65 
MW of solar thermal plants, 
97 MW of photovoltaic 
power and 30 MW of ther- 
mal energy. It also owns 
and operates three biomass 


plants (33 MW) and 19 
small hydro power stations 
(59 MW). In biofuels, it 
produces biodiesel from 
vegetable oils and 
bioethanol from wine-sur- 
plus alcohol. 

ACCIONA Energy 
belongs to the ACCIONA 
group, a Spanish corpora- 
tion with activities in more 
than 30 countries on five 


continents. It works in the 
fields of infrastructure. 
renewable energy, hydro 
resources, urban and envi- 
ronmental services, logis- 
ics and transport, housing 
development and hospital 
management, among oth- 
ers. ACCIONA has a work- 
force of over 40,000 
employees. 
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Acciona launches 180MW 
Tatanka Wind Farm ult 


13,2008 


Largest wind farm in North and South Dakota 


Produces enough 
clean energy to 
power 60,000 US 
homes 


Forbes, North Dakota 
(August 11; 2008) — 
ACCIONA Energy, today 
announced the launch of its 
180 MW Tatanka Wind 
Farm, located in Dickey 
County and Mcintosh 
County, North Dakota, and 
McPherson County, South 
Dakota. This significant re- 
newable energy project is the 
largest wind farm in North 
and South Dakota and will 
generate enough clean en- 
ergy to power more than 
60,000 U.S. homes. The 
plant went online July 25, 
2008. 

Tatanka Wind Farm is the 
first installation of 
ACCIONA's 1.5 MW tur- 
bines in the United States. 
Construction of the $381 
million project began in April 
2007 and financing for the 
project was achieved through 
equity partnerships with GE 
Energy Financial Services 
and Wachovia Investment 
Holdings LLC. 

"ACCIONA's Tatanka 
Wind Farm is representative 
of yet another step in har- 
nessing the abundant wind 
energy reserves available in 
America's rural Midwest. 
This land and its pioneering 
population, long known for 
providing crops and livestock 
to feed a country, now meet 
an urgent and monumental 
American need — energy in- 
dependence. We're so proud 
and grateful to partner with 
the people of North and 
South Dakota on this 
project," said Peter Duprey, 
CEO, ACCIONA Energy 
North America. “Harnessing 
a plentiful domestic energy 
resource like wind to gener- 
ate electricity provides this 
country with sustainable and 
clean energy choices beyond 
costly natural gas and car- 
bon-emitting coal. The utili- 
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zation of ACCIONA's 
proven wind turbine technol- 
ogy at the Tatanka Wind 
Farm is an important mile- 
stone in the company's com- 
mitment to reducing the 
world's CO2 emissions by 
220 million tons in the next 
23 years." 

The Tatanka Wind Farm 
is comprised of 120 wind tur- 
bines with 59 turbines lo- 
cated in South Dakota and 61 
turbines in North Dakota. 
The electricity generated at 
the Tatanka Wind Farm is 
sold into the Midwest Inde- 
pendent Transmission Sys- 
tem Operator (MISO), which 
delivers electric power to a 
very large region of the up- 
per mid-western United 
States and Canada. 

The Tatanka Wind Farm 
created 21 new permanent 


Jobs in North and South Da- 


kota and more than 250 
people were emploved dur- 
ing construction. Addition- 
ally, the Tatanka Wind Farm 
will provide increased rev- 


enues for nearby North and 
South Dakota communities 
through investments in local 
infrastructure, lease arrange- 
ments with local landowners, 
and tax revenues paid to 
Dickey County, North Da- 
kota and McPherson County, 
South Dakota. 

The Tatanka facility is 
spread across 14,080 rural 
acres. With the exception of 
the small footprint made by 
the 120 turbines, at about | 
acre each, land use is domi- 
nated by cattle grazing and 
crop cultivation, which coex- 
ist with the wind energy pro- 
duction. Wind conditions in 
the Tatanka region are opti- 
mal for wind energy genera- 
tion, however, the size of the 
Tatanka Wind Farm is limited 
by regional transmission ca- 
pacity. ACCIONA is hope- 
ful that the current national 
energy policy debates will 
result in improved transmis- 
sion capabilities across the 


United States, allowing 
Tatanka's full wind energy 
potential to be realized with 
further expansion. 
About ACCIONA Energy 
Acciona Energy is a 
world leader in renewable 
energies with a major pres- 
ence in eight technologies. In 
wind power it has installed 
5 403 MW, owned by the 
company and other compa- 
nies. in 195 wind parks in 13 
countries, and it produces 
wind turbines using propri- 
etarv technology. As of June 
30. 2008, the company had 
installed 65 MW of solar 
thermal plants, 97 MW of 
photovoltaic power and 30 
MW of thermal energy. It 
also owns and operates three 
biomass plants (33 MW) and 
19 small hydro power sta- 
tions (59 MW). In biofuels, 
it produces biodiesel from 
vegetable oils and bioethanol 
from wine-surplus alcohol. 
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sains momentum 


Right now, it's the cheapest renewable resource available” 


By Sandy Bauers 
McClatchy Newspapers 


PHILADELPHIA — The year Jim 
Bauer was born — 1952 — a massive 
steel mill was rising atop a former 
asparagus farm in Lower Bucks County, 
Pa. 

Bauer would spend most of his work- 
ing life in U.S. Steel's Fairless Works — 
until he was forced to retire in 2002, 
marking the end of an era. 

Now, it's the beginning of another, 
and Bauer, 56, is part of that, too. 

It's about wind. 

Every morning at 6, Bauer is back at 
work in one of the old U.S. Steel build- 
ings, heading a team that makes giant 
hubs for wind turbines. 

Gamesa Technology Corp. Inc., part 
of a Spanish company that's one of the 
world's largest turbine makers, took 
over part of the property — now the 
Keystone Industrial Port Complex — in 
2006 and is a key player in its transfor- 
mation from rust to green. 

Across the state, wind has become the 
dominant renewable-energy fuel. 

Nine commercial wind farms with a 
total of 175 turbines have a capacity of 
294 megawatts — enough to power 
78,000 households. Five more wind 
farms under construction will double 
that by year's end. 

About 70 more projects are in 
development. 

"Right now, it's the cheapest renew- 
able resource available," said Charlie 
Young, a spokesman for the state 
Department of Environmental 





Last year, with S9 billion 
worth of new projects, U.S. 
wind power capacity 
increased 46 percent. Wind 
accounted for about a third of 
all new electric generation. 


Protection. “It's on par, in some cases, 
with traditional sources of energy." 

Indeed, as fuels rise in price, wind 
remains free. 

Once a plant is built, “you know what 
its costs are going to be for 25 years,” 
said Tom Tuffey, energy expert for the 
advocacy group PennFutures. 

Nationwide, wind provides just 1.2 
percent of electricity needs, but that's 
changing. 

Last year, with $9 billion worth of 
new projects, U.S. wind power capacity 
increased 46 percent. Wind accounted 
for about a third of all new electric 
generation. 

The projects were enough to power 
1.5 million homes. 

The national wind market is now the 
fastest-growing in the world. 

The federal Department of Energy 
recently brokered a research collabora- 
tion between Gamesa and five other tur- 
bine makers aimed at getting 20 percent 
of the country's electricity needs from 
wind by 2030. 

Although Pennsylvania's winds 
hardly rank with those of the Great 


Plains states — dubbed the “Saudi Ara- 
bia of wind" — the state still has enough 
to power 5 million homes, Gov. Ed Ren- 
dell has said. 

Pennsylvania has “a whole host of 
advantages when it comes to developing 
and operating wind farms," said Paul 
Copleman, spokesman for Iberdrola 
Renewables, another Spanish company, 
which has an East Coast base in Radnor 
and operates wind farms. 

Wind still has detractors. 

Some conservationists don't want to 
see turbines atop scenic mountain 
ridges. 

Wildlife advocates have not made 
peace with wind, either, even though 
they acknowledge pollution from fossil 
fuel plants could kill more birds than the 
blades of the turbines. 

The blades now turn more slowly to 
reduce what some term the "Cuisinart 
effect," but so many turbines are going 
up "that we don't know what the impacts 
to birds will be," said Michael Fry, an 
ornithologist with the American Bird 
Conservancy. 

He said one wind farm in Spain has 
installed radar so the turbines can be 
shut down when migrating raptors are 
headed in. 

The main obstacle to growth is the 
supply of components — 8,000 per tur- 
bine, most of them made overseas, said 
Gamesa USA's chief executive officer, 
Julius Steiner. Ball bearings come from 
China, gear boxes from Spain. 

Steiner wants to build supply-chain 
clusters around the plant. "If that hap- 
pens, you're talking about a lot of jobs." 








Governor will dedicate wind farm 


ACCIONA Energy North 
America, one of the foremost 
renewable energy companies in the 
world, will dedicate its 180 MW 
Tatanka Wind Farm on September 
24. 2008. North Dakota Governor 
John Hoeven will participate in the 
unveiling of the largest wind farm in 
the Dakotas and discuss the state s 


commitment to harnessing the 
reejion's wind reserves to power 
America's future. ACCIONA 
Energy North America CEO Peter 
Duprey will recognize the Governor 
and other North and South Dakota 
policymakers for their leadership 
and support in growing America 5 
wind energy industry. He will also 


speak about the Tatanka Wind 
Farm's importance in ACCIONA 5 
commitment to reducing the world's 
CO? emissions by 220 million tons 
in the next 23 years. 

Event participants will include: 
John Hoeven, North Dakota 
Governor. 

WIND: continued on Page 3 





* Peter Duprey, CEO, 
Acciona Energy North 
America and other compa- 
ny dignataries. 

The event IS 
Wednesday, September 24 
at 11 a.m. with a lunch to 
follow at Tatanka Wind 
Farm, 10002 359th Avenue 
SE, Ashley, ND 58413 

The Tatanka Wind 
Farm is the first installation 
of ACCIONA’s 1.5 MW 
turbines in the United 
States. Electricity generat- 
ed at the facility 1s sold into 
the Midwest Independent 


Transmission System 
Operator (MISO), which 
delivers electric power to a 
very large region of the 
upper mid-western United 
States and Canada. 

Wind conditions in the 
Tatanka region are optimal 
for wind energy generation, 
however, the size of the 
Tatanka Wind Farm is lim- 
ited by regional transmis- 
sion capacity. ACCIONA is 
hopeful that the current 
national energy policy 
debates will result in 
improved transmission 


capabilities across the 
United States, allowing 
Tatanka's full wind energy 
potential to be realized with 
further expansion. 


and jobs in area 


The facility created 21 
new permanent jobs in 
North and South Dakota 
and more than 250 people 
were employed during con- 
struction. Additionally, the 
Tatanka Wind Farm will 
provide increased revenues 
for nearby North and South 
Dakota communities 
through investments in 
local infrastructure, lease 
arrangements with local 
landowners, and tax rev- 
enues paid to Dickey 
County, North Dakota and 
McPherson County, South 


Dakota. 

ACCIONA Energy 15 a 
world leader in renewable 
energies with a major pres- 
ence in eight technologies. 
In wind power it has 
installed 5,403 MW, owned 
by the company and other 
companies, in 195 wind 
parks in 13 countries, and it 
produces wind turbines 
using proprietary technolo- 
gy. As of June 30, 2008, the 
company had installed 65 
MW of solar thermal plants, 
97 MW of photovoltaic 
power and 30 MW of ther- 


mal energy. It also owns 





ACCIONA Energy 
belongs to the ACCIONA 
group, a Spanish corpora- 
tion with activities in more 
than 30 countries on five 
continents. It works in the 
fields of infrastructure, 
renewable energy, hydro 
resources, urban and envi- 
ronmental services, logis- 
tics and transport, housing 
development and hospital 
management, among oth- 
ers. ACCIONA has a work- 
force of over 40,000 
employees and is quoted on 
the Spanish IBEX-35 
(ANA.MC) selective index. 
www.acciona-energy.com 
<http://www.acciona-ener- 
gy.com/> 


لل — 


ACCIONA's Tatanka 
Wind Farm, spans more 
than 14 thousand rural acres 
in North Dakota and South 
Dakota, and generates 


enough clean energy to 
power 60,000 U.S. homes. 
The installation is com- 
prised of 120 wind turbines 
with 59 turbines located in 
South Dakota and 61 tur- 
bines in North Dakota. 


and operates three biomass 
plants (33 MW) and 19 
small hydro power stations 
(59 MW). In biofuels, it 
produces biodiesel from 
vegetable oils and 
bioethanol from wine-sur- 
plus alcohol. 





WIND: Spanish company creates energy 
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American News Photos by Jake McCl USREV 
left, chief executive officer of Acciona Energy North America, shakes hands 
ce chairman of Acciona, before Entrecanales of Madrid speaks Wednesday at 
arm. At far right is John Hoeven, governor of North Dakota. 


Guest from Madrid: Peter Duprey, 
with Juan Ignacio Entrecanales, vi 
the dedication of Tatanka Wind F 








120-tower Tatanka Wind 
Farm covers three counties 


SpA 25- ASP 


By Russ Keen 
rkeen(Qaberdeennews.com 
ORBES, N.D. — What a 


party Ivan and Lorentina 
Schlenker hosted Wednesday 
on a grassy field on their 

farm west of Forbes, N.D. 
About 150 invited people gath- 
ered near the base 
of a wind turbine 


towering almost as Inside 
high as the Statue =. . , 
of Liberty. The 5 
occasion was the notebooks. 
dedication of the 

$381 million page 8A 


Tatanka Wind 
Farm that covers 
about 14,000 acres in three 
counties. 

Ivan's thoughts turned to his 
grandparents, who homesteaded 
the land a century or so ago. 

"Isn't this something," Ivan said 
as he surveyed the dozens of wind 
towers visible from his field. 

Black cattle grazed quietly 
beneath some of the gleaming, 
white towers new to the landscape. 

“Pve often thought to myself, 
"What would my grandfather think 
of all this?’ " 

One of the 120 towers that com- 
prise Tatanka stands near the 
Schlenker's house yard. The three- 
blade machine makes little to no 
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Cluster of towers: Wind towers can be seen across a wide area west of 
Ellendale, N.D. For video of the dedication, go to aberdeennews.com. 


noise as it spins in the wind, Loren- 
tina said. 

“It really doesn’t bother us,” she 
said. “It’s progress. Nothing stays 
the same.” 

The stately Tatanka towers are 
visible from U.S. Highway 281 near 
Ellendale, N.D. In South Dakota, 59 
towers are in McPherson County. 
In North Dakota, Dickey and McIn- 
tosh counties have a total of 61 
towers. 


Pam Gulleson, state director for 
Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., shared 
how she felt as she drove from U.S. 
281 west toward the wind farm as 
more and more towers came into 
view. 

"It's a big “Wow, " she said. 


Each tower is 262 feet tall. The 
machines reach even higher into the 
air, however, because each of the 


See WIND, Page £4 








Wind: latanka 
generates enough 


electricity to power 
60,000 homes 


Continued /70»; Page LA 


three blades on each tower is 
122 feet long. The Statue of 


Liberty is 305 feet tall to the 


tip of its torch. 

Some folks think wind 
towers are attractive. Others 
argue they mar landscapes. 

Aesthetics aside, they are 
beautiful in a different way, 
said Mike Waltman of rural 
Leola. 


"Just take a look at what 
they are doing to the econo- 
my," he said. "That's all it 
takes." 

The $381 million project 
adds to the tax base, said 
McPherson County Commis- 
sioner Mike Rath of Long 
Lake. The state has yet to 
determine the exact amount, 
which will be based on the 
quantity of power generated, 
he said. 


latanka, operated by 
Acciona Energy, generates 
enough electricity to power 
60,000 homes. The project 
created 21 permanent jobs, 
mainly in maintenance. 
Acciona sponsored the dedi- 
cation event. 

People from the area or 
who wanted to move back to 
the area have filled most of 
these positions, said Peter 
Duprey, chieí executive 


officer of Acciona Energy . 
North America. Construction, | 


which started last year, 
brought 250 workers to the 
area. 


Also boosting the lochl 
economy are the lease pay- 
ments to the owners of land 
on which towers are located. 
The Schlenkers said they will 
receive $4,000 annually for 
each of the 13 turbines on 
their land. The 20-year lease 
includes an option for 
Acciona to renew for another 
20 years, Ivan said. 


In all kinds of weather, 300 
trucks drove over area roads 
every work day to build 
Tatanka, and the projeet 
required 3,600 loads of 
cement to build foundatiofis 
for each tower, said Kim 
Smith of Acciona. 


Local people were excep- 
tionally helpful, which has 
not always been the case for 
Acciona projects, officials 
said. - 

"And not once did anyone 
mistake us for a pheasant 2ہ‎ 
deer," Smith said. ج‎ 
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Under a giant: Guests and dignitaries chat Wednesday beneath a wind tower following dedi- 
cation ceremonies of the Tatanka Wind Farm. 








Company 'concerned' about PSC complaint, possible fine 


By Russ Keen 
rkeen(Qaberdeennews.com 


Ihe North Dakota Public Service 
Commission has filed a complaint 
that Tatanka Wind Farm changed 
the location of some transmission 
towers without notifying the 
commission. 


A possible fine of up to $200,000 
15 by no means a certainty. 


“We are just putting the company 





| | 


on alert that our staff is concerned 
about this," commission President 
Susan Wefald told the American 
News on Wednesday. 

The commission will decide what 
to do after studying a response from 
Acciona Energy, the developer of 
Tatanka. Acciona has 20 days to file 
a response. 

In a news release on Wednesday, 
Acciona stated it thought it was 


See PSC, Page 8A AR 






for transmission; they are 
not wind turbine towers 


Continued from Page 14 


operating within the parame- 
ters of its permits when it 
filed paperwork for changes 
to move some transmission 


changes in location, but net 
all. 


Lu 


t is important for us fo 
know the precise locatioffs 
because that is the most 


poles 200 to 400 feet to pro. important thing landowners 


tect a grove of old trees at the 
request of a landowner “and 
lo maintain our consistent 
stance on sustainability 
whenever possible." 

The wind farm was dedi- 
cated Wednesday. It's located 
in McPherson County and, in 
North Dakota, McIntosh and 
Dickey counties. 


want to know,” she said. 
Acciona said in its release, 
“We're obviously aware of the 
PSC investigation. We're 
always cautious to work 
within the parameters of our 
permits and throughout the 
transmission line construe- 
tion process, we have worked 
closely with the PSC staff. 
“We've had several discus- 


Lhe structures in question sions with PSC staff during 
are for transmission; they are 


not wind turbine towers. 


Wefald said Acciona came 
torth for approval of some 


the past few weeks and we'll 
continue to work with them 
to bring this matter to an 
amicable conclusion." 





a 
“Open house today at 
وم ہ‎ Latanka Wind Farm 


he pubic is invited to a 

barbecue and open 
house today at the Tatanka 
Wind Farm headquarters. 
10002 359th Ave. S.E., Ash- 
ley, N.D. 

The event runs from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. It will include 
family activities and tours 
of the wind farm. 

To get to the event from 
Aberdeen, take U.S. High- 
way 281 north to the state 


006... ——— Se 


line road, turn west and 
drive approximately 24 
miles to the site. 

Tatanka was dedicated 
Wednesday. It covers about 
14,000 acres in South 
Dakota and North Dakota, 
and is the largest wind farm 
in the Dakotas. Acciona 
Energy operates Tatanka. 
Reporter Russ Keen; ( 605) 622. 
2317 or 1-800-925-4100 ext 317; 
rkeen@aberdeennews.com 
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The commission will 
decide what to do after 
studying a response from 
Acciona Energy, the 
developer of Tatanka. 
Acciona has 20 days 
to file a response. 
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An old idea is coming around again and North 
Dakota is fast becoming an energy powerhouse. 

Governor John Hoeven officially dedicated 
ACCIONA’s Tatanka Wind Farm on September 24 in a 
ceremony attended by about 150 dignitaries and 
landowners. The 180 Megawatt Tatanka Wind Farm. 
which is located in Dickey and McIntosh Counties, 
North Dakota and McPherson County, South Dakota, is 
the largest wind farm in North and South Dakota and 
generates enough clean energy to power more than 
60.000 U.S. homes. It is located about 24 miles west of 
Ashley. 

North and South Dakota offer plentiful wind ener- 
gy resources that significantly expand America's 
renewable energy capabilities beyond costly natural gas 
and carbon-emitting coal. Wind conditions in the 
Tatanka region are optimal for wind energy generation; 
however, the size of the Tatanka Wind Farm Is limited 
by regional transmission capacity. 

WIND: 
continued on page 3 
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WIND: 


continued from front 
Peter Duprey, CEO of 
ACCIONA Energy North 
America wryly noted the 
turbines were not turning 
on the sunny, calm day. He 
said when the company 


this year. ACCIONA’s 
Tatanka Wind Farm is com- 
prised of 120 wind turbines, 
spanning more than 14 
thousand rural acres, with 
59 turbines located in South 
Dakota and 61 turbines 
located in North Dakota. 
With the exception of the 
small footprint made by the 


dedicated a solar farm in 

Nevada. it was cloudy and turbines, at about | acre 

the wind was blowing. each, land use is dominated 
“Our initiatives have by cattle grazing and crop 

clearly created a strong Cultivation, which coexist 


with the wind energy pro- 
duction. 


business climate for wind 
energy investment in our 


state, and now we re seeing 
the rapid development of 


The facility created 21 
new permanent jobs in 


North and South Dakota 
and more than 250 people 
were employed during con- 
struction. Additionally, the 
Tatanka Wind Farm will 
provide increased revenues 
for nearby North and South 


wind power facilities across 
North Dakota,’ said 
Governor Hoeven. 
"Projects like ACCIONA's 
are helping us to make 
great strides in the develop- 


ment of wind energy In Dakota communities 
North Dakota. ` . through investments in 

Juan Ignacio local infrastructure, lease 
Entrecanales, Vice arrangements with local 
President of ACCIONA, landowners. and tax rev- 
who flew from Madrid enues. 


for the ocassion, said that. 
"the United States is one of 


Electricity generated at 
ACCIONA's Tatanka Wind 


ACCIONA's main invest- Farm is sold into the 
ment priorities in the world. Midwest Independent 
Our commitment will Transmission System 
undoubtedly increase inthe Operator (MISO) ` and 


delivered to homes in a 
very large region of the 
tant role to play in the upper mid-western United 
development of renewable States and Canada. 
energy sources." An Acciona 
The Tatanka Wind spokesman announced 
Farm is the first installation — $5,000 annual scholarships 
of ACCIONA’s 1.5 MW for Ashley, Ellendale and 
turbines in the United Leola students interested in 
States. Construction of the industry-related careers. 
$381 million project began Acciona hosted a family 
in 2007 and went online play day on Saturday. 5 


next few vears because the 
United States has an impor- 





These towers have transformed the landscape and 
the state's position as an energy producer. 





m — M نس‎ ( 
A company spokesman for Acciona Energy, which owns 
and built Tatanka, said the towers were moved to satisfy 
requests from landowners. The PSC normally also has to 
approve wind turbine locations, but less than 100 megawatts of 
electric power is being produced by Tatanka in the North 
Dakota portion of the wind farm, which is below the threshold 
at which the PSC gets involved in turbine siting. Most of the 
generation is in the South Dakota portion of the wind farm. 
— Fargo Forum 


PSC threatens wind farm with fine 


, BISMARCK - While the builders of the Tatanka Wind 
Mec at Ashley were holding a dedication ceremony last week 
۱ e agency was issuing the company a complai ۱ 
ing state regulations. € 00 
The Public Service Commission, whi 
| i ch regulates and 
ido the wind farm's associated idas ኮኮ line, could 
ihe company as much as $200,000. sai nissi 
President Susan Wefald. cee 
The company received PSC a | 
| ly 1 | pproval last year to build a 
12.5-mile transmission line from the South Dakota border to an 
interconnection in Dickey County. The PSC order also 
approved the exact location of towers for the line and stated 
that the company would have to ask for permission to move 
any towers.In June, the company notified the PSC it had 
changed the location of about 50 of the 102 towers without 
seeking formal approval from the agency. "For a company to 
just ignore that is unfortunate," Wefald said after the PSC's 
meeting Wednesday. "Our orders include requirements that are 
important to meet." The company has 20 days to respond to 
the complaint and then the PSC will consider a penalty. 
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joins Acciona 





ETHEL ERICKSON 
DICKEY COUNTY LEADER 

Acciona Energy and Governor 
John Hoeven officially dedicated Ac- 
ciona's Tatanka Wind Farm Wednes- 
day, September 24th. The event pub- 
lically recognized the leadership of 
Governor Hoeven and other North 
and South Dakota policymakers have 
shown in the growth of America's 
wind energy industry. The 180 MW 
Tatanka Wind Farm, which 15 locat- 
ed in Dickey and McIntosh Coun- 
ties, North Dakota and McPherson 
County, South Dakota, is the largest 
wind farm in North and South Dakota 
and generates enough clean energy to 
power more than 60,000 U.S. homes. 

North South Dakota offer 
plentiful wind energy resources that 
significantly expand America's re- 
newable energy capabilities beyond 
costly natural gas and carbon-emit- 
ting coal. Wind conditions in the 
Tatanka region are optimal for wind 


and 


energy generation; however, the size 
of the Tatanka Wind Farm is limited 
by regional transmission capacity. 
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Speakers at the dedication event ex- 
pressed hope that the current national 
energy policy debates will result in 
continued support for renewable en- 


ergy investment and improved trans- 


mission capacities across the United 
States, allowing Tatanka's full wind 


energy potential to be realized with - 


further expansion. 

"Some have called the Dakotas 
the 'Saudi Arabia' of wind," said Pe- 
ter Duprey, CEO of Acciona Energy 
North America. "There's enough en- 
ergy in the Dakotas to give the United 
States half of its energy consumption. 
Together, today, we're giving Amer- 
ica another glimpse of what strong 
communties and socially responsible 
conpanies can create... energy gen- 
eration - job generation - for future 
generations." 

"Our initiatives have clearly creat- 
ed a strong business climate for wind 
energy investment in our state, and 
now were seeing the rapid develop- 
ment of wind power facilities across 
North Dakota," said Governor John 
Hoeven. "Projects like Acciona's are 


in dedication of 
Tatanka Wind Farm 


helping us to make great strides in the 
development of wind energy in North 
Dakota." 

The Tatanka Wind Farm construc- 
tion of the $381 million project be- 
gan in 2007 and went online this year. 
The wind farm is comprised of 120 
wind turbines, spanning more than 
14,000 rural acres, with 59 turbines 
in South Dakota and 61 turbines in 
North Dakota. The facility created 21 
new permanent jobs and more than 
250 people were employed during 
construction. Additionally, the Tatan- 
ka Wind Farm will provide increased 
revenues through investments in lo- 
cal infrastructure, lease arrangements 
with local landowners, and tax rev- 
enues paid to Dickey and McPherson 
counties. 

Additionally, leaders of Acciona 
have started an Acciona/Tatanka 
Scholarship Fund of $15,000. Start- 
ing with the class of 2009, one stu- 
dent from each town of Ellendale, 
Ashley and Leola will receive a 
$5,000 scholarship. 


Photos by Roberta Johnson 
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Acciona will present scholarships to 
Ellendale, Ashley and Leola Schools 
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Ellendale Public School Superintendent Jeff Fastnacht (second from the left) is shown receiving a plaque from 
Russ Zinter, Site Manager of the Tatanka Wind Farm. Acciona and the Tatanka Wind Farm are proud to give back 
to the communities in the area. One of the ways they are giving is a $5,000 Scholarship to a graduating senior at 
Ellendale, Ashley and Leola, S.D. High Schools. The plaque that was presented to Mr. Fastnacht will permanently 
hang in the halls of Ellendale High School and the names of the recipients over the years will appear on the plaque. 


The Tatanka Wind Farm central site location will also have a plaque that will list the scholarship winners over the 


years. This 15 à gracious gift to the schools, a wonderful addition to the schools’ scholarship program and very 


much appreciated. 
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Molded Fiber Glass’ 
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ship out this week Blades: Cutting-edge machines, 


By Russ Keen 
rkeen(Qaberdeennews.com 


Given the financial trou- 
bles plaguing the United 
States, Molded Fiber Glass 
Cos. 1s fortunate to have lined 
up its financing when it did 
for its $21 million Aberdeen 
plant, Sen. Tim Johnson, D- 
5.D., said Wednesday at the 
facility. 

“I hope this financial 
downturn doesn't last long,” 
Johnson said after he toured 
the facility that makes blades 
to turn wind turbines. “We 
are less subject to it in South 
Dakota, but we are subject 
nonetheless." 

The plant opened this year 
on the northeast side of 
Aberdeen. 

lhe $700 billion bailout 
approved by Congress holds 
favorable news for the wind- 
mill blade industry: The 
package reinstates tax credits 
for blade manufacturers for 
one year. The industry would 
have preferred at least five 
years, Wes Shamp, a senior 


Continued from Page 4 


vice president with the com- 
pany told the senator. 

But one year is "better 
than nothing," Johnson said. 

The disappearance of tax 
credits in the 1980s led to 
some layoffs at Molded Fiber 
Cos.' blade plant in Texas at 
the time, Shamp said. The 
blade industry expanded in 
Europe after tax credits went 
away in the U.S., and most of 
the technology used in U.S. 
plants today was developed in 
Europe, he said. 

“It looks like a whale,” 
Johnson said, as he moved 
along the side of one of the 
gently curving blades whose 
wider ends resemble fins of a 
mammoth fish. The blades 
come in two sizes: 122 and 
132 feet long. 

Several blades stretch out 
in various stages of comple- 
tion throughout the plant that 
is more than a quarter-mile 
long. Shamp said the goal is 
to ship out the plant's first 
blade by the end of the week. 
Hardware that connects the 
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American News Pho 
A look around: Wes Shamp, general mat 
Cos. and senior vice president of N 
Aberdeen and Texas, talks to Sen. 
about the Aberdeen plant while Teal 
Johnson re-election campaign records 


tions on Wednesday at the plant in Abe 
blade to the turbine was being 
on th 
comple 
The . 





day night. 


I was already complet 


7 1 prepared for this party, c 
$3 to find out the day before 
a | that not one of them cou 


| make it. When I'm invite 
| a party, I always call way 


q a to tell them if ٦1 

۰ coming or not. Some of t 
٣ girls didn't have the com 

E decency to tell me they 

| couldn't come. The ones 

١ did call said they were 
"busy." 


; Celebrity birthdays: actor 
| Fyvush Finkel is 86. Former Sen. 
Lott, R-Miss., is 67. Rhythm-and-! 
singer Nona Hendryx is 64. Singe 
Jackson Browne is 60. Actor Gan 
Frank is 58. Actor Richard Chave 
57. Actor Robert Wuhl is 57. Actre 
TV personality Sharon Osbourne 
Actor Tony Shalhoub is 55. Actor 
Bakula is 54. Musician James Fe: 
(The Pogues) is 54. Actor John 
O'Hurley is 54. Actor Michael Par: 
50. Jazz musician Kenny Garrett | 
Rock singer-musician Kurt Neum 
(The BoDeans) is 47. Country sin: 
Gary Bennett is 44. Movie directo: 
Guillermo del Toro is 44. Singer P 
Harvey is 39. Golfer Annika Sorer 
is 38. Country singer Tommy Sha 
Steiner is 35. Actor Steve Burns i: 
Sean Lennon is 33. Actor Randy : 
ing ts 30. Actor Brandon Routh is 
Actor Zachery Ty Bryan is 27. Act 
Tyler James Williams ("Everybody 
Hates Chris") is 16. 


Key: The stars are an indicator c 
mining how good your day will be 

based on moon cycles. Five: Noth 
can stop you now. Go for the gold 
Four: You can pretty much do as y 
please; it's a good time to start ne 
projects. Three: If you focus your 

efforts, you will reach your goals. ` 
You can accomplish a lot, but don 
on others for help. One: It's best tc 
avoid conflicts, work behind the sc 
or read a good book. Your Birthda 
Today gives celebrants their sever 
lucky numbers for the year. 


Your birthday today: Ever 


IS waiting for you to take action an 
your plans into play, so gear up fo 
future. Your actions will lead to an 
offer, helping you jumpstart your o 
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One down, 
more to go 


blade rolls out of Aberdeen factory 
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| First wind turbine 
By Scott Waltman 


swaltman(Qaberdeennews.com 


oughly a year after a deal was 
finalized to bring the company 
to town, Molded Fiber Glass 
rolled out its first wind turbine 
blade late Monday afternoon. 
“It’s 37 meters long and weighs 
12,000 pounds, but I don't know if it's a 
boy or a girl" plant manager Rob 
Dinsmore announced to more than 200 
plant employees as a forklift pulled the 
white blade through a large garage 
door on the west side of the plant. 
Blades are made in sets of three, 
Dinsmore said, and the first two sets 
are done. Where they will go won't be 
known until a truck arrives to pick 
them up, he said. That will be soon, but 
exactly when isn't known, he said. 
Ohio-based Molded Fiber Glass and 


Blades: 


Continued from Page 74 
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عي بت بتك 


Heavy-duty hauling: Two forklifts will be needed to lift the 
trucks before they are sent out of town. 


blades onto special 








blades will be on the lot long The Aberdeen Develop- 
before they are picked up and ment Corp. built the Molded 
hauled away. Fiber Glass Plant for roughly 


production. Many workers 
were sent to Texas for train- 
ing. Now, though, he said, the 


area economic development 
officials announced in 
November that the company 
was coming to town. The first 
workers were hired in spring. 


Now there are 220 employees | 


in Aberdeen, Dinsmore said. 


There has been specula- 


tion about the first blade roll- 
ing out for weeks. Dinsmore 
said there's a steep learning 
curve involved in blade 


rate of production will speed 
up. Eventually, the plant will 
be able to produce a couple of 
sets of blades per day, 
Dinsmore said. 

Next to the Molded Fiber 
Glass factory is a nine-acre lot 
where blades will be stored. It 
will be able to hold 250 or 300 


| blades if needed, Dinsmore 


said. But he doesn't expect 


A pilot car will travel in front of each 
blade-carrying truck. Another pilot car will follow 
behind each truck, and, with the help of a remote 

control, somebody in the trailing car will help 
steer the back of the truck around corners. 


Traveling to next destination re quires 
three separate vehicles 


Blades will be either 122 $21 million. Including 


or 132 feet long. They will be 
used by General Electric, the 
plant's lone customer. 


Two forklifts will lift 


blades onto trailers. A pilot 
car will travel in front of each 
blade-carrying truck. Another 
pilot car will follow behind 
each truck, and, with the help 
of a remote control, some- 
body in the trailing car will 
help steer the back of the 
truck around corners, 
Dinsmore said. 


expenses paid by Molded 
Fiber Glass, the facility cost 
about $40 million. 

Aberdeen City Council 
approved $3.4 million in tax 
increment financing for the 
plant. With a TIF, a portion of 
the property taxes generated 
by new developments are 
used to pay for certain 
improvements on that prop- 
erty — generally roads, curb 
and gutter — for a period of 
no longer than 20 years. : 
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Taking shape: Wind turbine blades are constructed at Molded Fiber Cos. in Aberdeen. 


<* Blades: Cutting-edge machines, employees to be added 
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nited Vice president with the com- ፎር ርር.) A ue and seven will be in place by 
po n. ut one year is “better 

lined : 


t did than nothing,” Johnson said. 
agen The disappearance of tax 
n. D. Credits in the 1980s led to 
E the Some layoffs at Molded Fiber 
Cos.’ blade plant in Texas at 
pta the time, Shamp said. The 
ng » blade industry expanded in 
Hed Europe after tax credits went 
ades away in the U.S., and most of 
“we the technology used in U.S. 
sad: plants today was developed in 
feet Europe, he said. 
à “It looks like a whale," 
ar Johnson said, as he moved 
አያ along the side of one of the 
gently curving blades whose 
but wider ends resemble fins of a 
ldg Mammoth fish. The blades 
nd. Come in two sizes: 122 and አዉ cda New 
he +92 feet long. A look around: Wes Sh oral 
SEE Several blades stretch out C 4 ga amp, senera 
for in various stages of comple- OS. and senior vice president o 
jg tion throughout the plantthat Aberdeen and Texas, talks to Se 


Jc Scri 
ve 15 more than a quarter-mile about the Aberdeen plant while Teal Pennebaker, of the Ee پ۳ ا‎ 
2: long. Shamp said the goal is Johnson re-election campaign records the senator's ques- builder." 
to ship out the plant's first tions on Wednesday at the plant in Aberdeen. Chris Haar director of 
blade by the end of the week. | Operations for Aberdeen: 
ardware that connects the blade to the turbine was being installed Wednesday Development Corp. said the 
on the blade nearest plant “reall 
completion. 


The blades are created in 


said. After the tour. two 
semi-trailers arrived from 
Texas carrying mold 
components. 

Employees number 215 at 
the plant. Up to 700 are 
expected by the time the 
plant reaches full production 
of nine blades per day by the 
end of 2009, Shamp said. The 
number could be fewer than 
/00, depending on how much 
technology that does the 
Work of people is installed. 

For example, the blades 
are painted by hand now. But 
a robotic painting machine is 
being installed to paint the 
m 299 blades. The machine is prob- 
S Photos bv Dawn Dietrich-Sahli ably “the first of its kind in the 
manager of Molded Fiber industry, Shamp said, and the 
f Molded Fiber Cos 4 ተሽ: EN have it operating in 
n. Tim Johnson, 0-8.0.. “Çember. 
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Aberdeen — no pun 
intended.” 

















First wind turbine blade 


By Scott Waltman 


swaltman(Daberdeennews.com 


oughly a year after a deal was o 
finalized to bring the company |. — = 
to town, Molded Fiber Glass | - 
rolled out its first wind turbine 





DO 





DAT መመ 





blade late Monday afternoon. | 
“It's 37 meters long and weighs 
12,000 pounds, but I don't know if it's a 
boy or a girl" plant manager Rob 
Dinsmore announced to more than 200 
plant employees as a forklift pulled the 
white blade through a large garage 
door on the west side of the plant. 
Blades are made in sets of three, 
Dinsmore said, and the first two sets 
are done. Where they will go won't be 
known until a truck arrives to pick 
them up, he said. That will be soon, but 


< መሆ . መ 





exactly when isn't known, he said. 
Ohio-based Molded Fiber Glass and 


Blades: 


Continued from Page [A 


area economic development 
officials announced in 


November that the company | 
was coming to town. The first 


workers were hired in spring. 


Now there are 220 employees | 


in Aberdeen, Dinsmore said. 
lhere has been specula- 
tion about the first blade roll- 
ing out for weeks. Dinsmore 
said there's a steep learning 
curve involved in blade 





~~ 


Heavy-duty hauling: T 


One down, 
more to go 


rolls out of Aberdeen factory 





NC 


wo forklifts will be needed to lift the blades onto special 


trucks before they are sent out of town. 





production. Many workers 
were sent to Texas for train- 
ing. Now, though, he said, the 
rate of production will speed 
up. Eventually, the plant will 
be able to produce a couple of 
sets of blades per day, 
Dinsmore said. 

Next to the Molded Fiber 
Glass factory is a nine-acre lot 
where blades will be stored. It 
will be able to hold 250 or 300 
blades if needed, Dinsmore 
said. But he doesn't expect 


" A pilot car will travel in front of each 
blade-carrying truck. Another pilot car will follow 
behind each truck, and, with the help of a remote 

control, somebody in the trailing car will help 
steer the back of the truck around corners. 


Traveling to next destination re quires 
three separate vehicles 


blades will be on the lot long 
before they are picked up and 
hauled away. 








The Aberdeen Develop- 


ment Corp. built the Molded 
Fiber Glass Plant for roughly 


Blades will be either 122 $21 million. Including 


or 132 feet long. They will be 
used by General Electric, the 
plant's lone customer. 


Two forklifts will lift 


blades onto trailers. A pilot 
car will travel in front of each 
blade-carrying truck. Another 
pilot car will follow behind 
each truck, and, with the help 
of a remote control, some- 
body in the trailing car will 
help steer the back of the 
truck around corners, 
Dinsmore said. 


expenses paid by Molded 
Fiber Glass, the facility cost 
about $40 million. 

Aberdeen City Council 
approved $3.4 million in tax 
increment financing for the 
plant. With a TIF, a portion of 
the property taxes generated 


by new developments are 


used to pay for certain 
improvements on that prop- 
erty — generally roads, curb 
and gutter — for a period of 
no longer than 20 years. ۱ 
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ACCIONA to dedicate 180 MW Tatanka Wind Farm 


ACCIONA Energy North 
America, one of the foremost 
renewable energy companies in 
the world, will dedicate its 180 
MW Tatanka Wind Farm on 
Wednesday, September 24, 2008 
at 11:00 a.m. North Dakota 
Governor «John  Hoeven will 
participate in the dedication of 
the largest wind farm in the 
Dakotas and discuss the state's 
commitment to harnessing the 
region's wind reserves to power 
America's future. 

ACCIONA Energy North 
America CEO Peter Duprey will 
recognize the Governor and 
other North and South Dakota 
policymakers for their 
leadership and support in 
growing America's wind energy 
industry. He will also speak 
about the Tatanka Wind Farm's 
importance in ACCIONA’s 
commitment to reducing the 
world’s CO* emissions by 220 
million tons in the next 23 
years. 

Event participants will 
include: John Hoeven, North 
Dakota Governor, Peter Duprey, 
CEO, Acciona Energy North 
America, Juan Ignacio 
Entrecanales, Vice President of 
the Board, Managing Director, 
Member of Executive 
Committee and Member of 
Strategy Commission, Acciona 
SA, Adrian  LaTrace, Vice 
President of Manufacturing, 
ACCIONA Energy North 
America, Kim Smith, Vice 
President of Construction, 
ACCIONA Energy North 
America, Tom Wacker, Senior 
Vice President, Mortensen 
Construction, Pam Gulleson, 
Deputy State Director, Senator 
Byron Dorgan, Kati Bachmayer, 
Staff Assistant, Senator Tim 
Johnson. 
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With the growing iocus on 
expanding America's renewable 
energy capabilities and 
achieving long-term energy 
independence, North and South 
Dakota offer plentiful wind 
energy resources that provide 
sustainable and clean energy 
choices beyond costly natural 
gas and carbon-emitting coal. 
The Tatanka Wind Farm is the 
first installation of ACCIONA’s 
1.5 MW turbines in the United 
States. Electricity generated at 
the facility is sold into the 
Midwest Independent 
Transmission System Operator 
(MISO), which delivers electric 
power to a very large region of 
the upper mid-western United 
States and Canada. Wind 
conditions in the Tatanka region 
are optimal for wind energy 
generation, however, the size of 
the Tatanka Wind Farm is 
limited by regional transmission 
capacity. ACCIONA is hopeful 
that the current national energy 
policy debates will result in 
improved transmission 
capabilities across the United 
States, allowing Tatanka’s full 
wind energy potential to be 
realized with further expansion. 
ACCIONA's Tatanka Wind 
Farm, spans more than 14 
thousand rural acres in North 
Dakota and South Dakota, and 
generates enough clean energy 
to power 60,000 U.S. homes. 
The installation is comprised of 
120 wind turbines with 59 
located in South 


Dakota and 61 turbines in 
North Dakota. 

The facility created 21 new 
permanent jobs in North and 
South Dakota and more than 
250 people were employed 
during construction. 
Additionally, the Tatanka Wind 
Farm will provide increased 
revenues for nearby North and 
South Dakota communities 


through investments in local 
infrastructure, lease 
arrangements with local 
landowners, and tax revenues 
paid to Dickey County, North 
Dakota and McPherson County, 
South Dakota. 

The dedication event may be 
viewed online at 


www.tatankawindfarm.com. 
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Wind farm develo 
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Each tower arrives in three sections on over-sized semi 
trailers. A crane lifts the sections from the semi trailer. 
The top section is 74 feet long. Middle and base sec- 
tions are each 66 feet long and the base weighs 45 tons. 
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Five semis each loaded with a blade to harvest wind power are parked at Anderson Brothers. 
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A cement and sand slurry is placed around the 14 foot 
corrugated metal pipe that serves as the underground 
exterior foundation can. It takes approximately 30 cubic 
yards of slurry around each CMP. Each CMP is 30 feet 
long. 
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A hub is placed next to a blade for rotor assembly. Photos by Joy Powers 
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Gateway to Wind Energy 





May “QOH Edgeley, N.D. 


Edgeley, N.D. is located in southeast- 
ern North Dakota at the junction of Hwy 
281 and 13 in the beautiful Coteau and 
Prairie Region. Edgeley is 38 miles south 
of Jamestown, N.D. and approximately 
65 miles north of Aberdeen, S.D. It 15 a 
farming community with farms producing 


wheat, soybeans, sunflowers, barley, corn, 


and other small grains as well as livestock. 
Hunting and fishing are very popular in 
the area offering great duck, pheasant, Ca- 


nadian geese, grouse and deer hunting for 


the hunters and lakes and dams offering 
walleye, northern pike, perch, crappies and 
bluegills for the fishermen. 

Wind energy became a reality in the 


summer of 2003 when North Dakota's 


first wind farms were built 8 miles west of 


Edgeley along Highway 13. The FPL En- 
ergy North Dakota Wind Energy Centers [ 
and II stand on approximately 3500 acres 
of land; each turbine takes up about 50 foot 
square of land. The 41 turbines can be seen 
for miles across the countryside, standing 
tall with their magnificent blades turning in 
the wind. At night the red dots blinking in 
the black of night are equally impressive. 
They are a must see for those traveling in 
this area. 

Whitestone Battlefield, the oldest historic 
site in North Dakota, is located just south- 
1863 
the U.S. Cavalry troops engaged in a fierce 
battle with the Yanktonai and Hunkpapa 
Sioux Indians on the Dakota Territory land 
under the command of General Alfred Sul- 
ly. Visit the Whitestone Battlefield Museum 
and enjoy camping in the area located in the 
peaceful Coteau Hills. There are beautiful 


west of Edgeley. On September 3, 
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picnic areas, play areas along with the area 
around the Whitestone Battlefield Monu- 
ment that stands high above the area. 

Edgeley has much to offer the family on 
vacation. The Splickan 9-hole Golf Club 
offers grass greens and a men's par 36 
and women's par 35 course. The Edgeley 
Campground has 30 hookups for campers 
with showers, bathrooms and dump facili- 
ties. All sites have electricity, water, sewer 
and Cable TV. The Edgeley pool and park 
are right next door. For birders traveling to 
the area this is a great location. There are 
350 species of birds that travel through here 
on the Central Flyway and popular upland 
birds can be found in the prairie pothole 
region surrounding Edgeley. Long summer 
days and short nights make it possible to 
view birds during their best display ing and 
singing time in their natural habitats. 

Enjoy your visit to the Edgeley area. If 
you want to learn more check out the web- 


site at www.edeelev.com. 











Kulm city auditor Emery Lindgren, 
Taszarek prior to Saturday's Wind Festival on the newly 






Mark Hanson-Tribune 
aft, and mayor Gene 


constructed Main Street in Kulm. 


'Kulm-inating a dream 


N.D. town celebrates wind farms, impending windfall 


By MARK HANSON 


Bismarck Tribune 


KULM — Everyone knows the wind 
blows more often than not around this 
small town in southeast North Dakota. 
Heck, it sits on a ridge, making the area 
about the windiest in the state. 

"Its the windiest spot in the windiest 
state,” said Fred Gackle, a local farmer. 

Many have cursed the wind in Kulm. 
It could be beautiful in Edgeley, a town 
just 15 miles to the east, but at the same 
time, a blizzard could be ripping over the 
ridge near Kulm. 

Today, though, instead of cursing the 
wind, its smiled upon. And it carries a 
nice tune: Ka-ching. 

By the first of October, 41 wind tur- 
bines are expected to be constructed 


along a five-mile stretch just east of 


Kulm, turning that wind into power. And 
each tower of the states first wind farm is 
generating a bit of cash for the local 





community. 

Each tower sits on about half an acre 
of land, leased from local land owners. 
And each tower is expected to generate 
about $5,000 in local tax revenue. And, 
since it's the states first wind farm, locals 
are hoping it will become a tourist 
attraction of sorts. 

“I have kids and I know Id take them 
to see something like this, Kulm auditor 
Emery Lindgren said. 

Florian Schnabel, who owns the local 
cafe and an auction business, has a sale 
coming up next weekend. When people 
call about the sale, most also ask about 
the wind towers. 

FPL Energy of Florida is building the 
wind farm. Basin Electric Power Co. has 
agreed to buy power from 27 of the tow- 
ers and Otter Tail Power Co. is buying the 
power generated from the other 14 tow- 
ers. Each tower produces 1.5 megawatts 
of power. 

SEE KULM, 13A 





























FROM 1A 

Kulm officials are excited about the wind 
farm. They're also excited about nearing the 
final stage of a major road project in their 
town. Its been a long summer with the 
town’s main street torn up to replace sewer 
and water lines. 

To celebrate the completion of the main 
street, and the wind farm, Kulm hosted its 
first Wind Festival on Saturday. Kids games, 
plenty of food and a street dance were 
offered to celebrate whats been accom- 
plished so far. 

[ts been a slow recovery for Kulm since 
the disastrous winter of 1996-97, when 
record amounts of snow fell across the 
state, ultimately leading to the flooding that 
devastated Grand Forks. Kulm recorded 
more than 110 inches of snow, which 
destroyed its lagoon and swimming pool. 





Kulm: Wind farms expected to give 
school district, area a major boost 


With the help of federal and state grants 
and loans, the city has built a new lagoon 
and swimming pool and is finishing the 
second of three stages to reconstruct the 
sewer lines and roads. 

"Not knowing anything about the wind 
farm, we decided to fix up the town and not 
let it die,” Kulm mayor Gene Taszarek said. 

Response from the community has been 
phenomenal. Lindgren said many paid their 
special assessments early to help the city. 

And now the wind farm is going up and 
people are excited. City streets are 
improved, farmers harvested one of the 
better small grains crops in quite some time 
and additional money is expected to come 
into town because of the towers. 

Lindgren said each tower will generate 
$5,000 in taxes for a total of $205,000 per 
year. All the towers are in the Kulm School 








District, which usually gets about 60 per- 
cent of the tax income. That means the dis- 
trict will likely get about $120,000 in new 
money each year from the wind farm. 

Officials are planning for this town of 
about 425 people to grow. The city recently 
bought 10 acres of land on the north edge of 
town for future development. The city also 
has aWeb site — www.KulmND.com — that 
touts the wind farm and what the town has 
to offer. 

The wind farm helps others in the area, 
too, such as Edgeley, where the substation 
is located. All the power generated from the 
towers will end up at the Edgeley substa- 


| 





tion. 


“It's very good for us. And its very good 


for Edgeley too,” Gackle said. 


(Reach reporter Mark Hanson at 250-8264 
or mark. hanson@bismarcktribune.com. ) 
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Blades of power going up... //^$ 7 

As of Tuesday evening a total of six towers were complete with nacelles and rotors. 


These four are right along Hwy. 13 about 6 miles west of Edgeley. Another tower has 
a nacelle up. Two towers complete with nacelles and rotors are also up on the North 


Dakota Wind Il project. Photo by Joy Powers, piloted by Gene Hanson 
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WAPA upgrades the substation just east of Edgeley to handle the power generated 
by FPL Energy's North Dakota Wind | farm six miles west of Edgeley. 


Photo by Joy Powers 
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Wind farm nearly finished 


The wind farm betwteen Kulm and Edgeley is nearly finished. Thirty-nine of the forty-one towers are 
standing. The towers can be seen from many miles away. 
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Towers are impressive... 


This aerial view of one of the nearly completed wind towers in the 
FPL North Dakota Wind project gives a perspective of their size. 
The crane used to lift the rotor assembly has a 300 ton capacity and 
a 300 foot boom. Each blade on the rotor is 110 feet long and 
weighs 14,000 Ibs. Over 60 bolts are used to hold the rotor assem- 
bly to the nacelle. As of Tuesday 19 towers have been erected. 


There are a total of 41 towers in the project. 
Photo by Joy Powers, piloted by Gene Hanson. 








What a Grand View!! 


As motorists are traveling east on Highway 56, they see many wind turbines behind the City of Kulm. What a beautiful site to see!! 


The future of energy generation 
both figuratively and literally — is on 
the horizon west and south of Edgeley. 
Rising above the sunflower fields and 
pastures are wind turbines. Lots of them. 


Within days, the first full-scale 
commercial wind farm in North Dakota 
will spin to lite. In all, 41 wind turbines 
are sprinkled across the farmland 
between Edgeley and Kulm. 


Land owners, developers, community 

leaders, and utility representatives say 

e the project represents a cooperative 

D Li tt M n effort that ought to serve as an example 
to others. 


e ۳ For example, the communities of 
rairie 4ይ Edgeley, Kulm, and Ellendale chose 

7 2 1 to work together rather than compete 

ር with each other “Wind knows no 

political boundaries," says Richard 


1 f 5 
winds E Schlosser, a member of the Edeele 


Economic De elopment Corporation 


VA ጤ A م‎ Community leaders knew the areas 

to or " surrounding their towns were among 
ኣያ the leading locations for wind farms. 

Rather than get into an economic 


BOB KJELLAND incentive bidding War. they began 


ooling their re Ces. The ۱ 
Union Farmer Editor pooung their resources. The unified 
ER ጠመ: effort worked. 
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The Edgeley-Kulm-Ellendale areas 
led the list of the “windiest” areas in 
North Dakota, and North Dakota leads 
the list of windiest states. 


FPL Energy was impressed by the 
groundwork already accomplished 
by these communities. FPL Energy 
(www.FPLEnergy.com) 15 the 
company which designed and owns 
the two wind farms. The project 
| moved forward because FPL obtained 


` the most critical thing required for 
success: a power purchase agreement. 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
of Bismarck agreed to purchase the 
power from one site. Otter Tail Power 
Company of Fergus Falls, MN, agreed 
to buy the power generated from the 
other site. 


Officially, the sites are known as 
North Dakota I Wind Energy Center 
(27 turbines dedicated to Basin 
Electric) and North Dakota 11 Wind 
Energy Center (14 turbines dedicated to 
Otter Tail Power). 

Each will 


turbine produce 1.5 


megawatts (1.5 million kilowatts) of 


electricity. Jim Powers, an Otter Tail 
Power service representative, says the 
generation capacity of Just two of the 
turbines will provide much more power 
than the community of Edgeley uses. 
“Once it (electricity) goes into the grid, 
it goes where it's needed." That means 
electrical power from the l4-turbine 
site will flow to Otter Tail customers 0 
North Dakota and surrounding states. 


Basin Electric will deliver power 
from its site to its 124 member electric 
cooperatives, including Dakota Valley 
Electric Co-op, which serves Edgeley. 


Schlosser landowners were 
cautioned not to sign away their “wind 
rights" to speculators, and to listen to 
project developers only if they had a 
power purchase agreement in hand. 
Landowners receive lease payments 1n 
the range of $3,000 to $3,800 annually 
for each turbine, Schlosser says. 
Sixteen landowners signed agreements 
with FPL Energy. 


Says 


Matt Pfaff 15 one of the landowners 
who signed an agreement. “It seemed 
to be too good to be true," he says. 
Pfaff says he currently rents out the 
land that his dad farmed. Still, Pfaff 
and FPL Energy met to discuss how to 
minimize the impact of the towers to 
anyone farming the land. He wanted to 
make sure the towers did not reduce the 
value of his farmland. His agreement 
also calls for additional compensation 
to offset higher property taxes should 
his land values increase. 


Each turbine takes up less than one 
acre of land, including the service 


roads. In all, nearly 10 miles of new 
roads were built to provide access to 
the construction sites. 


The $65 million investment by FPL 
Energy has been a boon to the area 
economy, says Joe Neis, Edgeley's city 
auditor. Neis serves on the Edgeley 
Economic Development Corporation. 
Construction crews are ringing up new 
and needed sales at the local cafe and 
Farmers Union Oil Co-op. 

Schlosser says a critical aspect of 
developing any wind farm is finding 
4 location where the existing power 
grid has enough capacity to handle 
the new power. Western Area Power 
Administration, Basin Electric, and 
Otter Tail had to upgrade transmission 
facilities and substations to handle the 
new supply. 


John DiDonato, FPL Energy's 
project manager for the new facility, 
expects more wind farms will spring 
up in North Dakota next year .... if 
Congress extends the Wind Production 
Tax Credit due to expire this year. FPL 
Energy estimates it costs $1 million 
per megawatt of capacity to construct 
a wind farm. For comparison, a natural 
gas-fired power plant costs $700,000 
per megawatt of capacity to build. The 
tax credit helps offset the difference. A 
wind farm needs to produce at least 20 
megawatts of power to be economically 
viable, he adds. 


DiDonato estimates the 41 turbines 
will produce electricity about 40 
percent of the time — about 24 
megawatts on an average day. The 
optimum wind speed is a little over 20 
mph, however, wind 1s not something 
that can simply be turned on or off 
as need demands. Wind power will 
augment the nation's existing fuel-fired 
power plants, which are better suited to 
providing for peak demand. 


Today, wind generates less than 
one percent of total U.S. energy. FPL 
Energy projects wind energy will 
provide six percent of total energy 
production within 20 years. Odds are 
good that North Dakota's contribution 
to this production will come from 
more than the 41 turbines spinning on 
Edgeley's horizon. 














Facts & Figures 


* Each windmill tower is 213 feet tall. 

* Each of the three blades are 110 feet long. 

* Turbines begin producing power in a wind 
of 8 mph. 


* Blades will disengage when wind speeds top 
96 mph to prevent damage to the turbine. 


* Each turbine housing is about the size of 
a one-stall garage. 


~ Wind Energy II 
dedication held 


JEANETTE ROBB-RUENZ ኔ 
Dickey COUNTY LEADER 

From windmills on farms across the 
prairies to wind chargers that provided 
electricity to individual homes prior to 
rural electric lines to wind towers/wind 
turbines, all served or are still serving 
their purpose - to use the relentless 
Dakota wind to provide power. In the last 
two weeks, the dedication of North 
Dakota's wind farm was held at a tower 
site west of Edgeley. ND Wind I Energy 
Center was dedicated on October 14, and 
ND Wind II Energy Center's dedication 
was held last Thursday, October 23. 
Governor John Hoeven was in attendance 
on both days, and U.S. Congressman Earl 
Pomeroy on October 14th. Senators 
Dorgan and Conrad joinéd the celebration 
live from Washington, D.C., via a satel- 
lite hook-up. 

The Wind Farm, which consists of 41 
wind turbines that generate 40 megawatts 
of electricity, was constructed by FPL 
Energy of Juno, Fla. FPL owns and will 
Operate the facility. Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, Bismarck and Otter Tail 
Power Company will purchase the output. 

“What we see here today is history,” 
commented Mike O'Sullivan, Senior Vice 
President-Development, FPL Energy. 

“North Dakota is the sixth largest ener- 
gy producer in the country and with the 
development of wind energy, the state 
could become a leader in the production 
of renewable fuels,” were the key com- 
ments in Governor Hoeven's address to 
the group gathered at the site. 





ND / Wind Energy Center 
٠ Spans 2,700 acres 


٠ 27 wind turbines capable of generating 40 megawatts of 


electricity, enough power for 14,000 homes 
* Basin Electric Power Cooperative will purchase the electricity 


from this facility 


ND || Wind Energy Center 
٠ Spans 1,200 acres 


* 14 turbines capable of generating 21 megawatts of electricity, 


enough power for 7,000 homes 


* Otter Tail Power will purchase the electricity from this facility 


The 14 turbines in Wind Farm II will 
generate 21 megawatts of electricity to 
provide power to 5000 homes. The pro- 
ject brings economic development and 
tax benefits to the communities involved. 
"This is great for North Dakota, and 
today will not be the last type of this ded- 
ication," added Tony Clark from the 
Public Service Commission. 

Once again, the prairie wind is being 
harnessed. The development of the Wind 
Farm is a positive step for our state, along 
with the plans for more turbines on the 
landscape. It is well worth your time to 
drive west of Edgeley toward Kulm and 
take in the site of the 200 ft., 3-blade tur- 
bines that are channeling the wind into a 
better use. What a beautiful sight they 
are! Why not go soon? 
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Looking at the wind turbine from a different view. 


This is a view of the tower while standin 


neath it. 
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AM wr of the Wind ll dedication 
go inside the base of the wind turbines for a look up. 
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Each section of the tower is 70 ft. high. 


Dedication cerem.: 


ND’s largest 


wind fara 


trea residents encouraged to attend 


North Dakota's largest wind 
rm will be dedicated at 10:30 
n., Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2003, at a 
ver site west of Edgeley. The 40- 
-gawatte North Dakota Wind I 
ergy Center was constructed by 
L Energy, a subsidiary of FPL 
oup (NYSE: FPL), Juno Beach, 
i. FPL Energy owns and will 
erate the facility. Basin Electric 
wer Cooperative, Bismarck, 
), will purchase its entire output. 
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North Dakota Wind | will be dedicated on October 1 


tive headquartered in Bismarck. It 
generates and transmits electricity 
to member rural electric systems in 
nine states: Colorado, Iowa, Min- 
nesota, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, South Da- 
kota and Wyoming. These mem- 
ber systems distribute electricity to 
about 1.7 million consumers. 


FPL Energy is a leading un- 
regulated wholesale generator of 


IS OOOO 6's 1 
اال وت ٹکٹ ٹم ےر‎ tet COCOS 
ODDS MS NC ا ا ا‎ 


NN دک‎ INN ا‎ RN I RETE TN A 
DRA 


^n 
ሦ 7 
"5٠5:5 < سے تج‎ on 8505 7 


“e ۷ ss یڈ‎ 
AO beh. TA ہہ‎ 
"*"* ee =. SAA 
~~ 5 





mately 6 miles west of Edgeley. 
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Celebrate 
the wind, 
help make 
history on 
October 23 


North Dakotans who want 
to see what a wind farm really 
looks hike. School children on 
break who want to see history 
inthe making. Farmers in the 
Held. Eyeryone 15 1nvited. 
Come as vou are, no reserva- 
tion necessary. At 11:30 on 
Thursday, October 23, 
Florida-based FPL Energy and 
) Tail Power Company 
wil dedicate North Dakota 
Wind IL ihe state's second 
utility-scale wind farm De- 
tween Edgeley and Kulm. 


Governor John Hoeven 
will dedicate the project to the 
people of North Dakota. Chil- 
dren will help Governor 
Hoeven cut the ribbon and will 
have a picture taken with him. 











pd £o Guests will be able to tour 


the inside of one of the 14 | 
mammoth turbines that make 
up this 21-megawatt wind 


1oin elected officials and oth- 
ers ata free Thanksgiving- 
style harvest feast at the Na- 
tional Guard Armory in 
Edgeley. 


farm. Then they're welcome to 
T a 
ہہ‎ 9 


megawatts coming from clean and 
renewable wind energy. It is a sub- 
sidiary of FPL Group 
(NYSE:FPL), one of the nation's 
largest providers of electricity-re- 
lated services with annual revenues 
of more than $8 billion. FPL 
Group's principal subsidiary is 
Florida Power & Light Company, 
one of the nation's largest electric 
utilities, serving more than 4 mil- 
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. It is located approxi- 
Photo by Joy Powers 


“Wind development is an 
incredible opportunity in 
North Dakota. This wind farm 
15 a study in economics, politi- 
cal science, physics, and his- 
tory," says Otter Tail Power 
Company's Cris Kling. “As a 
former teacher and North Da- 
kota native, I especially hope 
that parents bring their chil- 
dren, who will be on break for 
the NDEA convention. or who 
are home schooled. This cel- 
ebration could be a fun educa- 
tional opportunity." 


Come to the Edgeley Na- 
tional Guard Armory between 
10:30 and 11:15 for free trans- 
portation to the turbine site. 
Busses will return to Edgeley 
for lunch at 12:45. 


Otter Tail Power Com- 
pany, a division of Otter Tail 
Corporation, is headquartered 
in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. It 
provides electricity and energy 
services to nearly a quarter 
million people in Minnesota, 
North Dakota, and South Da- 
kota. 








New wind farm near 


Ashley under review 


An 81- to 87-turbine wind farm project between Ashley and Lehr 
received a hearing from the North Dakota Public Service Commission 
Monday in Ashley. 

The 200-megawatt farm is a project of Competitive Power Ventures 
of Maryland and is slated to begin operation late in 2012. 

"North Dakota has a national reputation as a wind resource," said 
Gener Gotiangco, vice president of Competitive Power Ventures. “It is a 
very favorable environment here." 

John Hafner, project manager, said the site was chosen due to the 
wind resource, connectivity to existing power grid and land owner sup- 
port. 
CPV will sell the power from the project to the Tennessee Valley 


Authority. The TVA is a federal agency meaning the project requires a 
level of federal approval not normally required of North Dakota wind 
farms. The time frame necessary to achieve the federal authorization has 
also pushed to start dates back to nearly two years in the future. 

"It is not routine that we get this kind of construction timeline," said 
Commissioner Kevin Cramer. “Usually we are under the gun to make a 
decision." 

A federal decision under the National Environmental Protection Act 
may come before the end of the year, Cramer said. If the report shows 
"Findings of No Significant Impact" the project will move ahead with 
dirt work and road improvements in 2011 and turbine installation starting 
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A $400 million wind farm similar to the one near Kulm may spring up north of 
Ashley if approved by authorities. 





Hafner said the project encompasses 
17,400 acres of the 37,000 acres CPV has 
under contract in the area. The project has 
a 1/4 mile setback from wildlife production 
areas, does not impact any prime farmland, 
avoids archeology sites such as stone cir- 
cles and has a 1/2 mile setback from criti- 
cal habitat of the piping plover, an endan- 
gered species of bird. 

The project also has located all tur- 
bines at least 1/4 mile from oc cupied resi- 
dents that are under contract to the compa- 
ny and 1/2 mile from any residences not 


under contract. Turbines are also located a 
distance at least 10 percent greater than the 
height of the turbine from any road right of 
ways. If constructed, the project will 
employ between 50 and 80 people during 
the construction phase and 10 to 16 during 
operation. Its operation and maintenance 
headquarters will be located near Ashley. 
The CPV Ashley Wind Farm has a $400 
million estimated cost. During operations it 
will pay about $1 million in state and local 
taxes annually with $300,000 of those 
taxes going to the local school districts. A 
decision on the site authorization from the 
North Dakota PSC is expected in about two 
months. 


A quiet and peaceful day on the Prairie 
- Tatanka Wind Farm - 
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Above: Acciona's Tatanka Wind Farm, 
West of Forbes, N.D. i« the largest wind 
farm in North and South Dakota. The wind 
farm is comprised of 120 wind turbines 
located in Dickey and McIntosh counties 
in North Dakota and McPherson county in 
South Dakota. These wind turbines gen- 
erate enough clean energy to power more 


© 


than 60,000 U.S. homes. 
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| رس‎ ኃ>2 መ ۱ attle are certainly 
tiful Spring : f n at the Tatanka Wind Farm west of Ellendale. A slight breeze and the c 
A beautiful Spring afternoon < enjoying the quiet of the day and the lovely sunshine. 








BY EMILY 
ARTHUR-RICHARDT 


earthur@aberdeennews.com 


A 13-ton wind blade 
manufactured at Molded 
Fiber Glass in Aberdeen is 
now in Washington, D.C. 


The blade, which left 
Aberdeen in late April, 
traveled more than 4,000 
miles through 10 states. 
Along the way, more than 
6,000 supporters — 
including dozens of area 
citizens — signed the 
blade, which acted as a 
petition of support for 
clean energy. The presi- 
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dent and congressional 
leaders met to talk abut 
energy policies at the 
White House on Tuesday. 


The 131-foot blade 
arrived in Washington 
Monday night and on 
Tuesday, was parked in 
front of the main gate at 
Nationals Park for the 
2010 Congressional Base- 
ball Game. 


“The wind turbine 
blade symbolizes how 
clean energy creates new 
U.S. manufacturing jobs in 
addition to providing 
clean energy power for 
America's homes and fac- 


T vm e. MEL 


tories," Vic Abate, vice 
president for renewables 
at GE Energy, said in a 
release. "It's clear from 
the more than 6,000 signa- 
tures on this traveling 
petition that Americans 
are calling on the presi- 
dent and Congress to act 
now on clean energy poli- 
cies that will increase 
energy security, reduce 
dependence on foreign oil 
and build a more sustain- 
able clean energy future." 


Earlier,the blade was a 
part of GE's Capture the 
Wind tour, a multi-state 
tour through Iowa, Illi- 
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nois, Ohio, Kentucky and 
Texas. The words "Eco- 
magination" and “I’m help- 
ing to build America's 





A GE Wind türbine blade, which was mado in Aberdeen and traveled more than 4,000 miles, is shown at Nationals Park | in Washington, D.C. Courtesy Photo 


Aberdeen blade makes way to nation's capitol 





Energy Future" were end. 

painted on the side. MFG Molder Fiber Glass pro 
South Dakota, Aberdeen, duces wind turbine blades 
S.D., could be seen onthe for GE Energy. 




























DICKEY COUNTY, N.D. 
Wind farm scrapped 
ap ra iy 2ሪ//. 

Xcel Energy Inc. said it has aban- 
doned plans to build a $400 million 
wind farm in southeast North Dakota. 

The Minneapolis utility said in a 
statement that potential harm to endan- 
gered or threatened birds played a *ma- 
jor factor" in scrapping the so-called 
Merricourt Wind Project in Dickey and 
McIntosh counties. 

The company said it canceled its 
agreement Friday with enXco Develop- 
ment Corp. due to “uncertainty in the 
cost and timing in mitigating” the 
impact to the whooping crane and the 
piping plover. The utility had said that 
it hoped to have the 150-megawatt 

project built by the end of 2011. 

The utility is attempting to meet a 








Minnesota standard of generating 30 
percent of its power from renewable 


energy sources by 2020. 


STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

enXco Development Corporation 

Merricourt Wind Power Project 

Siting Application 

Case No. PU-08-932 

NOTICE OF FILING AND NOTICE OF 
HEARING 

March 18, 2011 | 

On October 6, 2010, enXco Develop- 
ment Corporation filed an application for 
a certificate of site compatibility to autho- 
rize construction of a 150 MW Merricourt 
Wind Power Project consisting of up to 
100 wind turbine generators and asso- 
ciated facilities in Dickey and Mcintosh 
Counties of North Dakota as shown on 
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the attached map.‏ 


A Public Hearing on the application 
is scheduled to begin on April 15, 2011 
at 10:00 a.m. CDT at the Dickey County 
Courthouse, 309 2nd St, Ellendale, ND 
58436. The issues to be considered are: 

1. Will the location, construction, and 
operation of the proposed facilities pro- 
duce minimal adverse effects on the en- 
vironment and upon the welfare of the 
citizens of North Dakota? 

2. Are the proposed facilities compat- 
ible with the environmental preservation 
and the efficient use of resources? 

3. Will the proposed facility locations 
minimize adverse human and environ- 
mental impact while ensuring 
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continuing system reliability and integ- 
rity and ensuring that energy needs are 
met and fulfilled in an orderly and timely 
fashion? 

For more information contact the 
Public Service Commission, State Capi- 
tol, Bismarck, North Dakota 58505, 
701-328-2400; or Relay North Dakota 
1-800-366-6888 TTY. If you require any 
auxiliary aids or services, such as read- 
ers, signers, or Braille materials please 
notify the Commission, at least 24 hours 
in advance. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

Kevin Cramer, Commissioner 

Tony Clark, Chairman 

Brian P. Kalk, Commissioner 
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Xcel scraps role in $400 million 


wind farm co 


by FRAN MATERI 


McIntosh County commissioners were 
greeted at their April 5 regular meeting by 
reports Minnesota-based Xcel Energy is drop- 
ping out of a proposed 
$400 million wind farm 
project that could have a 
big impact in the county. 

But North Dakota 
Public 
Commission officials 
said last week the project 
still may proceed, even if 
Xcel does not partici- 
pate. 

Kalk [n'a recent filing 

with the federal 
Securities and Exchange Commission, Xcel 
said it will terminate an agreement with enXco 
Development Corp. to build the 150-megawatt 
Merricourt Wind Project in McIntosh and 
Dickey counties because of environmental 
concerns. 

Xcel said it was told by the U. S. Fish and 





There were signs of a falling out between 
Xcel Energy and enXco, its partner in the proj- 
ect. enXco, the American subsidiary of a 
French company, EDF Energy Nouvelles, said 
in a press release it intends to contest the ter- 
mination notice it received April 1 from 
Northern States Power Co., an Xcel affiliate. 

"(We continue) to be actively working on 
these (environmental) issues and consider the 
required answers have been provided to NSP. 
For these reasons, enXco disputes the rele- 
vance and materiality of these concerns to 
NSP's obligations under the parties” agree- 
ments." 

Meanwhile, the N.D. Public Service 
Commission has not received formal notice 
about the apparent tiff from either partner. 

"We haven't heard a thing from enXco 
that would indicate it doesn't plan to follow 
through on its intentions," said PSC 
Commissioner Brian Kalk in a telephone 
interview. 

Kalk said Xcel Energy has a rate increase 
case before the commission. 

JA WIND: continued on page 3 
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= Power company scapegoats enviornmental 
ncerns on McIntosh County project 


Wildlife Service that the proposed wind farm 
could harm whooping cranes and piping 
plovers. The birds are considered endangered 
species and protected by federal law. The 
company said it became concerned about the 
potential cost of mitigating the agency's con- 
cerns. 

کے اک 
“The PSC wants an explanation‏ 
from Xcel. We're asking them ‘if‏ 

you're no longer a partner In 

this wind farm, why haven't you 


informed us of that fact?” 
BRIAN KALK, PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 





Ron J. Meidinger, chairman of the 
McIntosh County Commission, said news of 
the Xcel decision surprised him. Developers 
had approached the county about road use 
agreements for the wind farm. 

*We assumed everything was progressing 
and moving right along." Meidinger said. "We 
had no idea the whole deal would be called off 
so suddenly." 


WIND: PXI | /ሷ to find another utility will- 


ing to purchase and distrib- 
ute the electricity,” he said. 
“But thats up to enXco. 
PSC doesn’t 


continued from front ۱ 


The. Merricourt Wind 
Project is included in sup- The 


porting documentation for 
the request. 

“The PSC wants an 
explanation from Xcel,” he 
said. "We're asking them 
‘if you're no longer a part- 
ner in this wind farm, why 
haven't you informed us of 
that fact?” 

Kalk said indications 
from enXco are that it 
remains committed to 
building the facility, which 
would include about 100 
turbines. 

“There may be a need 


involved or regulate such 
agreements.” 

According to national 
averages provided by the 
American Wind Energy 
Association on the Xcel 
Energy website, a 150- 
megawatt wind project 
would create about 150 
construction jobs, 10 long- 
term operation and mainte- 
nance jobs, and 300 manu- 
facturing jobs. It: would 
produce an estimated 
$450 000 per year in farmer 
and landowner revenue. 
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Visit a group of 120 wind towers in 
North and South Dakota. These impres- 
sive structures are using our region's 
great wind resources to generate elec- 
tricity. The project approxi- 
mately 14,080 acres of farm land west 
of Ellendale. The farm, with 180 MW 


COVCIS 


capacity, will produce enough power to 
meet the needs of approximately 50,000 
American homes. 

Each turbine is 262 feet tall from the 
base to the hub, and each blade is 122 
feet long. The project uses Acciona 
Windpower's 1.5MW wind turbine gen- 
erators 

20 miles west of Ellendale on countv 
line road 

Straddling the North Dakota / South 
Dakota border on the Coteau des Prairies 
Ridge, the Tatanka Wind Farm will com- 
prise of a total of 120 wind turbines, 60 


of which will be located in Long Lake, 
McPherson County, South Dakota while 
the remaining 60 will be situated 1n 
Dickey County, North Dakota. 
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The project is a partnership between 
Acciona Energy North America Corp. 
and Acciona Windpower USA, both 
subsidiaries of Acciona S.A., the largest 
developer, owner and operator of wind 
farms in the world. 

The capacity of the progress 15 listed 
as I80MW split across the states which 
has allowed it to circumvent South Da- 
kota Legislature wich passed a law in 
2006 that for Public 
Utilities Commission jurisdiction. over 
IDOMW of 
electricity production. In this case, the 
electricity production in South Dakota 
sits at around ۷۰ 

PUC officials were also told a trans- 
mission line should run about 1,200 feet 
on the South Dakota side and eventually 
connect with the Montana-Dakota Utili- 
ties grid about 12 miles into North Da- 
kota. 

According to Acciona Wind Energy, 
the project was due to be completed by 
31 December, 2007. As things stand at 
the moment, 1 haven't been able to find 
any indication that it was completed on 
time and is operational or that it has been 
delayed. 

To read about more wind power devel- 
opments, visit the Wind Power page. 


set the threshold 


wind-farm construction at 











Wind energy tax /«^ 


credit expiration ^^ * 


worries local leaders 


BY SCOTT WALTMAN 


swaltman@aberdeennews.com 


Aberdeen officials are 
worried that a wind 
energy tax production 
credit set to expire at 
year's end could affect a 
local business. 

Dave Giovannini, gen- 
eral manager of Molded 
Fiber Glass, a factory 
that produces blades 
used on wind turbines, 
said the company has 
plans to add 100 to 200 
jobs. But those plans are 
on hold for now as Con- 
gress debates whether to 
extend the credit. About 
400 people work at 
Molded Fiber Glass, Gio- 
vannini said. 

Giovannini and other 
wind energy and local 
business leaders who 
spoke at a Thursday 
morning news confer- 
ence at Molded Fiber 
Glass asked that federal 
lawmakers decide the 
fate of the tax credit 
before the November 
election. 

Wind energy produc- 
ers get a 2.2-cent tax 
credit for every kilowatt 
hour produced. They can 
gain the credit for 10 
years, and the benefit can 
be used over 20 years, 
Giovannini said. 

The credit is also 
available for geothermal, 
closed-loop biomass and 
other renewable energy- 
production businesses. 

simply put, a kilowatt 
hour is enough to energy 
to power a hair dryer for 
an hour, said Dan 
DeFries, head of the 
energy division at Mitch- 
ell Technical Institute. 
The school's wind energy 
program has about 40 
students and is entering 
its fourth year, and repre- 
sentatives from Mitchell 

Technical are at Molded 
Fiber Glass this summer 
learning about wind 
blade repair so they can 
teach the skills to stu- 
dents. 





All three members of 
South Dakota's congres- 
sional delegation say 
they favor continuing the 
tax credit, said Jim Bar- 
ringer, executive vice 
president of the 
Aberdeen Development 
Corp. Now, it's time for 
action, he said. 

"We need a policy 
decision," Giovannini 
said. 

Even if the decision is 
to end or phase out the 
benefit, wind energy 
companies would know 
what to expect, he said. 

Giovannini said the 4 
tax credit has been in, 
place for about 20 ye 


but has expired three 
times. Each time, there's 
been a 73 to 93 percent 
decrease in the wind 
energy industry, though 
there's always been a 
bounceback after restora- 
tion of the credit, he said. 
The lulls have been the 
result of wind energy 
companies adjusting 
their work schedules 
pending the credit. For 
instance, he said, if the 
benefit is set to expire at 
year's end, a company 
might move forward 
plans into the final quar- 
ter of the year to take 
advantage of it. And if it's 
expired, a company 
might delay work in 
hopes that it's reinstated. 

"The closer we get to 
the end of the year, the 
bigger the risk," Giovan- 
nini said. 

South Dakota has a 
large supply of wind, 
landowners who are open 
to wind towers on their 
property and Molded 
Fiber Glass to produce 
turbine blades, so contin- 
uation of the credit is 
important to the state, 
said Julie Johnson of the 
marketing and promo- 
tion group Absolutely! 
Aberdeen. She said the 
state is sending a delega- 
tion to the American 
Wind Energy Associa- 
tion's annual conference, 
which starts Sunday in 
Atlanta. 


According to the 
South Dakota Public Util- 
ities Commission, the 
state has the capacity to 
produce 784 megawatts 
of wind energy. There 
are 1,000 kilowatts in a 
megawatt. 

DeFries said an aver- 
age home uses about , 
1,000 kilowatt hours of | 
electricity in a month's 
time. 

Giovannini said the 
blades Molded Fiber 
Glass has produced pro- 
vide power for the equiv- 
alent of 312,924 homes 
for a year. They're pro- 
duced for General Elec- 
tric and have been 
shipped to 14 other 
states, Canada and India, 
he said. 

The company spends 
more than $2.82 million 
in South Dakota annual- 
ly, pays $1 million in 
property and sales tax 
annually and has a $16 
million annual payroll in 
Aberdeen, Giovannini | 
said. Molded Fiber Glass 
broke ground in 
Aberdeen in November 
2007 and began produc- 
ing 37-meter blades in 
summer 2008. It now 
produces 40-meter 
blades. 
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PSC approves wind farm: Merricourt 
Wind Farm to use 75 2-megawatt 
turbines in McIntosh & Dickey counties 


By Keith Norman 

Jamestown Sun 

A proposed 150-megawatt wind 
farm in McIntosh and Dickey coun- 
ties gained approval by the North 
Dakota Public Service Commission 
on a split vote last week. 

The Merricourt Wind Farm 15 be- 
ing developed by San Diego-based 
EDF Renewable Energy, formerly 
known as enXco. It had sought and 
received a site permit from the PSC 
in 2011 but had not constructed the 
wind farm. It amended its plan to 
use 75 2-megawatt turbines rather 
than 100 1.5-megawatt turbines that 
were included in the initial plan. 

The new plan was reviewed dur- 
ing a public hearing held by the PSC 
in Ashley, N.D., on March 19. The 
ruling last week was based on the 
information from that hearing. 
Kalk and 


Commissioners Brian 


Julie Fedorchak voted in favor of 


the amended order approving the 
siting plan while Commissioner 
Randy Christmann opposed the cer- 
tification. 

“I commend the company,” 
Christmann said. “They regrouped 
and came back with better, more 
effective turbines and longer set- 
backs (from occupied residences.) 
But my concern is with excess acre- 
age in the footprint. There are large 
amounts of undeveloped acres in the 
project,” 

Christmann said there was no 
indication that those tracts of land 
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were useful or necessary for the 
project and felt the land should be 
removed from the project plan. 

“Altogether, there is about a sec- 
tion of land more than is necessary 
(in the project footprint), he said. 
“I have no objection to these guys 
(EDF) paying these landowners, but 
| don't want to see the company ty- 
ing up the land." 

Christmann said North Dakota 
rules regulating coal mine permits 
limit the permit area to the land nec- 
essary for the mine and its opera- 
tions. 

“1 think anytime we site these 
projects we want to site them to fit 
the project," Christmann said. 

Fedorchak disagreed saying the 
land in question had been enrolled 
in the project when the landowners 
signed easements. 

"I support landowners' rights to 
do what they want with their land," 
she said. 

Kalk said he was not concerned 
about the extra land in the project 
footprint because EDF had agreed 
to not construct additional turbines 
in these areas without approval from 
the PSC. 

“The larger issue is they've made 
he said. "The 
move from 100 turbines to 75 means 
less impact." 


the right choices," 


The PSC approval is conditional 
on approval from the State Histori- 
cal Society of North Dakota, which 
must review any changes to the plan 
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made since the 2011 approval. 

The project is also seeking inci- 
dental take permits from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. This per- 
mit would allow the accidental tak- 
ing of endangered species, such as 
the whooping crane, in exchange for 
EDF participating in a habitat plan. 

The incidental take permit 15 15- 
sued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and protects the company 
operating the wind farm from pros- 
ecution in the event an endangered 
species 15 killed. 

As of the March 19 hearing, those 
permits were still under review. 

"One thing that is unique about 
this project is the company is vol- 
untarily seeking the incidental take 
permit," Kalk said. "They will vol- 
untarily participate in the habitat 
conservation plan." 

Kalk speculated that EDF would 
have a difficult time selling the elec- 
tricity generated from the wind farm 
without an incidental take permit. 

The Merricourt Wind Farm was 
first proposed in 2006. EnXco, now 
known as EDF, gained PSC ap- 
proval of the project in 2011. At that 
time, Xcel Energy had contracted to 
purchase the power. Xcel canceled 
the contract and was sued by EDF. 
Xcel received a court ruling in its 
favor in 2013. 

sun reporter Keith Norman can 
be reached at 701-952-8452 or by 
email at knorman@jamestownsun. 
com 

















Public Hearing 
» Re-Scheduled for Proposed 
~ «Revisions to Merricourt 


v Wind Power Project 


Note: Hearing date moved from 

Jan. 22 to March 19 — 11 a.m. 

BISMARCK, ND - The North 
Dakota Public Service Commission 
(PSC) will hold a public hearing 
in Ashley on Thursday, March 19. 
2015, regarding a proposal for revi- 
sions to the Merricourt Wind Power 
Project. 

EDF Renewable Development. 
Inc. (formerly enXco Develop- 
ment Corporation) received ap- 
proval from the PSC for the site 
permit in June 2011, which is valid 
for four years. The original permit 
authorized construction of the 150 
MW wind project consisting of up 
to 100 GE 1.5>megawatt turbines. 
The company is now requesting 
à revision to that permit and is in- 
stead planning on using 75 Vestas 
2^megawatt turbines. The pro- 
posed revisions will also reduce the 
project area from 22.457 acres to 
10,960 acres. 

The project would straddle McIn- 
tosh and Dickey counties in south- 
eastern North Dakota, The project 
would also include approximately 
29 miles of access roads and ap- 
proximately ' 37. miles of under- 
ground electrical collector cables. 


(Note to the media: A map showing 
the proposed location of the wind 
farm hes been provided to you for 
use with any announcements/sto- 
ries you print.) 

Details for the public hearing are 
as follows: 

* When: Thursday, March 19. 
2015 — 11 a.m. CST 

* Where: Ashley City Hall 113 1st 
street NW, Ashley, N.D. 

The hearings provide an Oppor- 
tunity for members of the public to 
contribute to the PSC's official re- 
cord. Any comments from members 
of the public must be received at 
the hearing to be part of the record. 
People with concerns. questions or 
support for the project are encour- 
aged to attend the hearing and pres- 
ent the information. Information re- 
ceived after the hearing will not be 
part of the official record and can- 
not be used as a basis for the Com: 
mission's decision unless certain 
additional procedures are followed. 
The hearing schedule provides for 
the company to present its case and 
answer questions from the Com- 
missioners first, after which the 
Commission will take comments 
from other parties and the public. 
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The year 2003 was a milestone in my 
life for a lot of reasons, one being that 
that summer, | made my first trip to 
Kulm alone. l'm originally from outside 
Dallas, Texas, but we have ties to Kulm. 
My family had visited many times, but 
this was a trip just for myself, to nour- 
ish something in me that only those flat, 
open spaces could feed. 1 couldn't wait 
to look toward the horizon without any 
limitation but my own sight failing, to 
watch a sunset that stretched miles and 
miles, from one edge of my peripheral 
vision to the other. 

That summer marked the end of 
that landscape for Kulm. In the fall of 
2003, building was complete on the 
first commercial wind farm 
in the state. - 

Those thin, white blades 
have been a strange thing to grow 
accustomed to. They look so frag- 
ile, like sticks a child could fas- 
ten together for a pinwheel. But the 
pinwheel stretches 328 feet tall at 
its highest reach, and, when all 41 
turbines work together, they can 
power over 24,700 homes. 


> 





Florida Power and Light was the origi- 
nal owner of the farms. FPI 
parent company of the current owner 
of the farm, NextEra Energy Resources. 
Resident Emery Lindgren remembers 
the | 
FPL visited Kulm to discuss the poten- 


is now a 


community conversation when 
tial wind farm. He said generally the 
city was proud to host the farm and 
be part of this pioneering industry. 
Kulm was approached with the idea by 
Edgeley, N.D., a town about 
15 miles east. They had the 
foresight to explore bringing a 
wind farm to the area, but after 
thorough site investigations, it 
was determined that the wind 
resource was much better to the 

à west, in Kulm. 
Some Kulm residents were 
leery of how the farm would 
N affect the skyline. “There aren't 
۱ many places left in the world 
that don't have the footprint of 
mankind on them," Lindgren 
said. But what finally hooked them 
was the amount of income for 
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landowners, a large number of initial 
jobs during construction, eventually 
becoming six to eight full time posi- 
tions, and tax money for the local school 
and community. 

[he biggest community benefit has 
been through property tax income. 
Wind farms and energy plants have 
a reduced tax rate in order to encour- 
age those ty pes of businesses to locate 
in North Dakota. However, the amount 
FPL does pav still adds up to a lot for a 
town and a school system like Kulm's. 

Last year, the Kulm School District 
passed a bond initiative to build a new 
high school. Tom Nitschke, superinten- 
dent at the time, found that approxi- 
mately 15 percent of the new building 
would be funded by the wind tower 
payments—"by far, the biggest single 
payer," Nitschke said. 

FPL also pays the communities for 
the part they played in bringing the 
farm to North Dakota. A percentage 
of income from the farms is sent annu- 
ally to the cities of Edgeley, Kulm, and 
neighboring Ellendale. Some of that 
funding goes to economic develop- 
ment activities. 

The final say on whether the farm 
was built was in the hands of the few 
landowners. Lowell Berntson has four 
towers on his land, and he said FPL 
was great to work with. "It all went so 
quickly and smoothly,” said Berntson. 
"Construc 
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well organized as it could have been. 


They did a heck of a job” 


The landowners signed a 25-year 
lease with FPL, with an option to 
renew. Lease payments are sent annu- 
ally to individual farmers. Berntson 
said his one disappointment is that 
there hasn't been more development, 
especially since the company Pur- 
chased many more leases when the 
original farm was built, with hopes of 
expansion. 

NextEra said it would love to expand 
its 11 North Dakota. The 
state has been very welcoming, over- 
all. Currently there is some concern 
over competition with other energy 
sources, but as the general trend con- 
tinues to move toward cleaner energy, 
more wind farms are likely to tollow. 
NextEra currently has three farms in 
South Dakota as well, and some legis- 
lative changes this year may enable the 
company to erect more farms there in 
the future. 

Now, when I'm driving back from 
a long trip toward my home in Kulm, 
| can see for miles and miles, just the 
way I like it. All of a sudden, a group 
of skinny pinwheels comes into view, 
standing together like a herd of cat- 

tle, all facing into the wind. 


farms in 


I smile and think, 
"Im almost 
home,” a da dad 
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Public hearing in Ashley 
this month on Merricourt 
Wind Power Project 















Merricourt Wind Power Project 
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Sun Staff 

The North Dakota Pub- 
lic Service Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
at 10:30 a.m. Wednes- 
day, June 28, in Ashley 
regarding a proposal to 
amend the permit for the 
Merricourt Wind Power 
Project in Dickey and 
McIntosh counties. 

EDF Renewable Devel- 
opment Inc. has submit- 
ted an application for a 
revised site plan for its 
proposed 150-megawatt 
Merricourt Wind Power 
Project. The PSC first 
approved a permit for the 
project in June 2011, and 
a first amendment was 
approved in May 2015. 

Revisions to the pre- 
vious project boundary 
have increased the proj- 
ect area from approxi- 
mately 10,960 acres to 
13,156 acres. The addi- 
tional acres did not add 
any new landowners to 
the project. The new proj- 
ect boundary and layout 
were created following 
coordination with the U.S 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
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Courtesy / North Dakota Public Service Commission 


This map shows the site of the Merricourt Wind Farm Project. 


to implement best man- 
agement practices and 
other measures to sig- 
nificantly reduce the risk 
for whooping crane and 
piping plover. Consistent 
with the first amend- 
ment, the new project 
layout would include 75 
primary and six alternate 
turbine locations with 
approximately 23.3 miles 
of access roads to prima- 
ry turbines. 

The project is situ- 
ated between the com- 
munities of Merricourt, 
Edgeley, Kulm, Fredonia, 
Ellendale, Forbes and 
Ashley. 

The hearing will be in 
Ashley City Hall, 113 1st 
St. NW, Ashley. 

The hearing provides 
an opportunity for the 
public to contribute to the 
PSC's official record. Any 
comments from mem- 
bers of the public must 
be received at the hearing 
to be part of the record. 
People with concerns, 
questions or support/ 
opposition for the project 
are encouraged to attend 


the hearing and present 
their information. Infor- 
mation received after the 
hearing will not be part 
of the official record and 
cannot be used as a basis 
for the commission's 
decision unless certain 
additional procedures are 
followed. 

The North Dakota 
Public Service Commis- 
sion is a constitutional- 
ly created state agency 
with authority to permit, 
site and regulate certain 
business activities in the 
state including electric 


and gas utilities, tele- 


communications com- 
panies, power plants, 
electric transmission 
lines, pipelines, rail- 
roads, grain elevators, 
auctioneers, commercial 
weighing devices, pipe- 
line safety and coal mine 
reclamation. 

For more information, 
contact the Public Ser- 
vice Commission at (701) 
328-2400 or WWW.psc. 
nd.gov. 
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ሽ 2nd bigges 
in 30 years 


Staff reports 

Four-hundred nine people will be out of 
work when Molded Fiber Glass closes its 
Aberdeen plant in early 2018. 

It would be the second-largest job loss in 
the Aberdeen area in the past 30 years, ac- 
cording to American News archives and re- 
search. A rundown follows. 

150: Imprimis, a subsidiary of Control Data 
Corp., November 1988. Believed to be the 
largest area layoff in the past 30 years. The 
company had more plants than it needed, 
and the Aberdeen location was too far away 
from its customers, company officials said 
at the time. Other Midwest plants for the 
Minnesota company were also reduced or 
closed. 
409: Molded Fiber Glass, 2018. The wind 
turbine blade manufacturer announced Dec. 
6, 2017, that it would close its Aberdeen 
plant in early 2018. 
260: Northern Beef Packers, July 26, 2013. 
The plant had filed bankruptcy one week 
prior. Northern Beef Packers had previously 
laid off 108 people in April 2013, citing a lag 
in work. 
240: Wyndham Hotel Group, Jan. 29, 2016. 
The call center was consolidated into a facil- 
ity in Indianapolis. 
190: Midcom, March 2001. The electronics 
manufacturer cited a downturn in business 
and a slumping economy as reasons for the 
closure. 
166: Molded Fiber Glass, Feb. 6, 2017. Mold- 
ed Fiber Glass cites fluctuations in demand 
for wind turbines as a cause. 
125: Sheldahl, 1996. The electronics man- 
ufacturer had 125 to 130 employees at the 
time, former Aberdeen Development Corp. 
executive director Jim Barringer told the 
American News in 2015. 
92: Molded Fiber Glass, Sept. 12, 2012. The 
then-expiring production tax credit led to 
the layoffs, Molded Fiber Glass said at the 
ae That was about 25 percent of the work- 
79: Hub City Inc., January and February 
2009. Officials said they hoped the cuts from 
the production shop floor would be tempo- 


rary. 
TT: Verifications, September 2012. Officials 
said the company was going global and that 
facilities in India and the Philippines would 
Sedet help epe m clients. 
: Coventry Health Care, August 2009. 
66: Wells Fargo Auto Finance, pru 2012. 
The cause was said to be a consolidation of 
two auto finance businesses within the com- 
pany — auto finance and dealer services. 
55: Midstates Printing Inc., July 7, 2015. In 
anticipation of projected customer demand 
the workforce was cut by 19 percent. 


Timeline: MFG 
in Aberdeen 


Nov. 19, 2007: Ground is broke 
332,700-square-foot facility Molded "Fiber 
Mere ase At the time, plant officials ex- 
p taie o employ 750 workers within three 
Oct. 20, 2008: Molded Fiber Glass roll i 
first wind turbine blade. “It’s 37 مب‎ re 
es 12,000 pounds, but I don’t know 
Krabo ora girl,” then-plant manager Rob 
Nov. 19, 2008: First blades shipped f. 
Electric, sent to Council Bluffs. lows Sonets! 
den. es tss Molded Fiber Glass lays off 30 
7 ic ۱ ut 220 people were working at 
March 12, 2009: Thirty laid-off 
: -off worke 

recalled. The company also begins وی‎ 
و‎ oca; 
tecti 2010: The 500th 40-meter blade is pro- 
Sept. 12, 2012: Molded Fibe 
92 of its 370 Aberdeen ው dias وأ‎ 
er 2012: Fifteen workers are recalled 
sane. ۰ Instead of laying off employees 
blade style, Molded Fiber ር ህር another 

j iber Glass pays employ- 
سای‎ in community pret at places 

۱ ing, Safe H 

UR Therapeutic Riding Center. bs 
apost. das An expansion plan is approved 
7 e Aberdeen Board of Zoning Adjustment. 
pa email, Molded Fiber Glass Senior Vice 
ሺ ብ Dave Giovannini says the company 
ለ to announce yet about the expan- 
7 Lan that it requested the variance in or- 
نو‎ ርር its ا‎ moving forward. 

۱۳ 2015: Molded Fiber Gla - 
pounce it will expand, adding 15,000 MIU 
nh Aen A 2 100 jobs by the end of 2016. 
dic e plant employed around 600 
March 2016: Along with its A 

i be 
apando, Molded Fiber Glass ም መ = 
ey wil be adjusting blade molds from 48.7 





MFG 


From 1A 


within the company, but that number is 
very small, Cox said. 

“እብር does not have any other facili- 
ties in the immediate area and the skill 
set (in Aberdeen) is very specific," she 
said. 

Based in Ohio, the company also op- 
erates in Alabama, California, Kansas, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsyl- 
vania and Texas, as well as having one 
site in Mexico. 

Work on Aberdeen's Molded Fi- 
ber Glass building started on the 
northeast edge of town in 2007. The 
340,000-square-foot-building is owned 
by the Aberdeen Development Corp., 
said the group's CEO, Michael Bockorny. 

The Aberdeen Development Corp. 
built the $21 million plant that was 
leased by Molded Fiber Glass, according 
to American News archives. That total 
does not include the cost of land. 

The plant makes blades that are 
56.9 meters — nearly 187 feet — long. 
The length of the blades has changed 
throughout the plant's history. 

It's the plant's specificity that poses 
issues, Cox said. 

Because Molded Fiber Glass works 
with GE exclusively, the plant is set up 
to make only those particular blades, 
which means it's not very flexible, she 
said. 

Cox said Molded Fiber Glass did all 
it could to get another business in the 
building, including attempting to find 
another buyer. She called the closure an- 
nouncement “heartbreaking.” 

A letter given to employees referenc- 
es that effort. It also notes that market 
conditions and tax policy revisions are 
reasons for the closure. 

“Over the last few months, MFG has 
been actively looking for new customers 
or a company interested in purchasing 
the operation. Unfortunately, we have 
(not) been able to identify any immedi- 
ate operations,” the letter reads. 

The layoffs are the result of chang- 
es in the wind energy industry and the 
GE's plans, Cox said. GE has acquired 
its own blade manufacturing plant, LM 
Wind Power in Denmark, which has 
something to do with the Aberdeen clo- 
sure, she said. 

GE announced it planned to buy LM 
Wind Power for $1.65 billion in October 


2016. The deal was finalized in April, ac 


cording to Business Wire. 

On its website, GE noted. that 
in-sourcing wind turbine manufactur 
ing will improve its "ability to increase 
energy output while reducing the cos! 
of electricity" thus creating value for 1S 
customers. 

Cox also noted that the renewable 
electricity production tax credit — à 
benefit Molded Fiber Glass has relied on 
— is expiring. It has been “driving capi- 
tal investment," she said. 

The credit is given to companies that 
manufacture wind energy. But, she said, 
it has been a vital to investments those 
companies make in wind turbines, espe- 
cially the large ones made at Molded Fi- 
ber Glass, Cox said. 

It started being phased out, at 20 per- 
cent annually, this year, according to in- 
formation from the U.S. Department of 
Energy. 

Lobbyists have been working hard 
to find a replacement for the credit, but 
Cox said finding one seems unlikely. 

The phase-out was approved with 
support from the wind industry in 2015, 
said Evan Vaughan, national spokesman 
for the American Wind Energy Associ- 
ation. However, he said, recent amend- 
ments to the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
affect the usability of production tax 
credit while it remains. 

Mayor Mike Levsen said he was 
aware the Molded Fiber Glass announce- 
ment was coming, and although he’s not 
an expert in the industry, he points to 
the tax bill as a reason. 

“It’s apparent that the new tax bill 
will cause some economic disruption 
and this is one of them. It’s what hap- 
pens when government policies turn 
against industries. It discourages invest- 
ment," Levsen said. “From what we've 
been told, the changes are leading to 
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j 1 
s about comu ረመ መቁ 
d understand, for the 409 affecte y 


am ing to di- 
this, it's tough. It's not an easy thin? them 
gest, but hopefully the DA nal 
will find employment, Boc 

Bill McEntaffer, direc 
ations for the South Lé 
of Labor, isn't so sure tho 
local, though. 

“Within Aberdeen, 
there aren't 400 jobs ta n 
soing to be there,” he said. 

۹ Molded Fiber Glass is planning 
events to help workers as operations 
wrap up. 

“Over the next few weeks, meet- 
ings will be held in conjunction Wi 
the South Dakota Department of Labor 
and Regulation to help our teammates 
complete paperwork necessary for un- 
employment benefits and help with cre- 
ating resumes," the letter to employees 
reads. "Additionally, we are working 
with the Department of Labor and Reg 
ulation to hold a local job fair to aid our 
teammates in identifying, applying for, 
and possibly interviewing for new jobs." 

Levsen Said he hopes Molded Fiber 
Glass employees are successful in find- 
ing new jobs locally. 

“MFG has been a valuable part of our 
employer base here,” he said. “Actually, 
a valuable part of the national clean en- 
ergy industry.” 


Reporters Elisa Sand and Kelda J.L. Pharris 
contributed to this report. 
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Follow @vlusk_AAN on Twitter. 


5 things you didn’t about Molded Fiber Glass 


e 1: The first blade made by the Aberdeen plant was 37 meter 


pounds. 


ong and weighed 12,000 


e 2: Molded Fiber Glass of Aberdeen shipped its 500th blade in Au 
e 3: Molded Fiber Glass has a culturally diverse staff. It offers Englis 


guage courses to employees. 


e 4: Molded Fiber Glass adjusted blade sizes roughly every tw 
ing on factors like changes within the industry and demand. Ther 


generations of blades made at the plant. 


(۲ three years, depend- 
e have been at least five 


e 5: The plant site belonged to Brown County, which gave it to the Aberdeen Development 
Corp. The development corporation had the land for 18 years before building the Molded 


Fiber Glass plant. 


Source: American News archives and staff reports 
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The parking lot outside the Molded Fiber Glass building 


by John Davis 
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dustry was already anticipat- 
ing that the production tax 
credit will eventually disap- 
pear. In 2015, it supported 





Productio 
Tax Credit. 


This is a 10-year tax credit tha! 
IS paid based on the electricit 





ployees and the community 
In written statements. 

1 Rounds also noted the 
goal of the Production Tax 





other industry investments 
as well. 
l “We estimate something 
in the neighborhood of $95 
billion in private investment 
will dry up,” Vaughan said. 
The critical change, he 
said, is that the alternative 
minimum tax doesn't allow 
e use M business tax cred- 
its, such as the Pr i 
Tax Credit. re 
"There's no way to o 
tax liability," Vaughan Sy 
That, he said, makes 
the Production Tax Credit 
n Molded 
. Molded Fiber Glass offi- 
cials said “the closure መ 
as a result of changes in mar- 
ket conditions and proposed 
revisions to tax policies im- 
pacting the wind energy in- 
dustry in the United States," 
according to its news release 
issued Wednesday morning. 


Credit important 

Camille Cox, communi- 
cations representative for 
the plant, said the Produc- 
tion Tax Credit is something 
Molded Fiber Glass has re- 
lied on and has been a “driv- 
ing capital investment." 

e credit is gi 
companies that تفای‎ 
at "M energy. But, she 

, it has b ital to i 
ር een a vital to in- 
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changes to federal law that 
phased out the Production 
Tax Credit. The last eligible 
poses are those that will 

under construction i 
2019, and it will be at rte 
that's 60 percent lower than 
the doge rate. 

1 erent version 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs ps 
now approved by the US. 
House of Representatives 
and Senate, it's now slated 
for conference committee 
where differences in the 

O proposed i 
addressed. laws will be 
Vaughan said at i 
point the wind industry bis 
looking for any substantial 
changes, Just the ability to 
continue using the Produc- 
tion Tax Credit as agreed 
in 2015 so there's continued 
job growth and investment 
in the wind industry. 
Republicans' thoughts 
Tu Sen. John Thune 
-D., has been a strong 
proponent of the Tax Cuts 
ana Jobs Act and, Wednes- 
ay, he was appointed to the 
conference committee that 
will negotiate a final tax re- 
form bill from the Hou 
and Senate versions, 0 
£ ms prepared statement 
ብ € American News 
une said he's been a Ic በጠ 


generated. The 2017 rate is 7 
cents per kilowatt hour. 
Phaseout of the production t2: 
credit was approved in 2015. This 
phase-out Boes as follows: 

* Wind projects under con- 
struction in 2017 qualify for a 
Production Tax Credit with a 2 
percent reduction. 

. Wind projects under con- 
Struction in 2018 qualify for a 
Production Tax Credit with a 4 
percent reduction. 

* Wind projects under con- 
Struction in 2019 qualify for 2 
Production Tax Credit with a : 
percent reduction. These wo" 
be the last new Production 他 
Credits approved. 

* Projects under constructio ' 
2020 and beyond would not 2 
ify for a Production Tax Cre! 


— 


the final bill," Thune sai 

e statement. “The clo 
of the MFG facility is di5 
pointing, and while we cof 
tinue our work on refor™"* 
federal tax policy to creat" 
new jobs and additional ۲ 
portunities for Americ 

usinesses, my office w 
do anything ከ6650" ' 
help those who are afe 
by this closure and rack 
more businesses to South 
Dakota.” 


—— 
————— | 


Credit was to support the 
wind industry and put it on 
4 path to sustainability. 

As tax reform moves for- 
Ward, I will work to main- 
tain the integrity of the PTC 
deal" Rounds said in 
Statement. 


Democrats’ thoughts | 


Sam Parkinson, executive 


director for the South Dako- 
P Democratic Party, said 

news release Wednesd 
that MFG's &übcuncemert 
In Aberdeen is another sign 
p» tax policies will cost 
۱ outh Dakotans jobs. 

The 409 MFG employ- 
ees who will lose their jobs 
are Just the latest victims of 
8 Republican tax agenda that 
Is great for the wealthy and 


۱ تن‎ corporations, but will 


1 ga everybody else. Un- 
my epublicans, Democrats 
fighting for a pro-growth 
X “ቲኬ that promotes 
d ng jobs, includ- 
0 € wind energy in- 
S TY and other renewable 
eee industries. We be- 
2 gor economy should 
: ‘Or everyone, not just 
privileged few.” 
nia While, Scott Stern 
SSioner for the Gover 


Or's Off 
ice of ۱ 
m of Economic De- 
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Loss of 409 jobs second-largest Aberdeen total in three decades 


BY VICTORIA LUSK 


vlusk@aberdeennews.com 


hen General 
Electric decided 
to stop order- 
ing wind tur- 
bine blades from 
Molded Fiber Glass, the future 
of the Aberdeen plant grew dim. 

Thats because GE is the 
plant's sole client. 

"Our customer had no re- 
quirements for additional 
blades from our operation be- 
yond January of 2018,” said 
Dave Giovannini, senior vice 
president, in an email to the 
American News. 

That’s why Molded Fiber 
Glass announced Wednesday 
morning that itis closing its Ab 
erdeen facility, which opened in 
2008. 

The move will leave 409 peo- 
ple out of work. It’s expected 
the plant will be closed by Feb. 
15, said Camille Cox, commu- 
nications representative for the 
plant. 

As the final orders are ful- 
filled, she said, employees will 
start being laid off. 

That process will begin no 
later that Feb. 1, though a time- 
line has not otherwise been 
set, Giovannini said in the 
email 


Learned at meeting 


Employees were informed 
of the closure at a mandatory 
meeting at 6 a.m. Wednesday. 
A notice about the meeting was 
posted Tuesday, said Molded Fi- 
ber Glass employee Russ Sukut. 
After the meeting, employees 
were given the option of taking 
the rest of the day off with pay, 
he said. 

Nobody is immediately out 
of work, Cox said. Those who 
handle the blades early in the 
process will be the first to finish 
their work. 

“If you're sweeping the floor, 

ou’d be the last one,” Cox said. 

She did not know wheth- 
er severance packages would 





offered for employees. 
And Giovannini did not respond 
to questions asking about sever- 


ance and his future plans. 


few Molded Fiber Glass 
thy Se will move to other sites 


See MEG, 8A 
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Turbine blades sit loaded for delivery on three trucks parked on the north side of the 
Molded Fiber Glass Company building Wednesday afternoon. American News Photo by John Davis 


| Workers look to regroup in wake of news 


BY VICTORIA LUSK 


vlusk@aberdeennews.com 


Molded Fiber Glass work- 
ers were informed Tuesday 
of a mandatory meeting ear- 
ly Wednesday. 

The only other time such 
a meeting was called during 
Russ Sukut’s three-year ten- 
ure with the company was in 
February when 166 employ- 
ees were laid off. 

Still, he wasn’t worried 
when he saw the notice. Su- 
kut assumed the gathering 
would be to discuss a po- 
tential holiday break from 
Christmas through New 
Year’s, he said. 

Instead, Dave  Giovan- 
nini, senior vice president, 
announced the plant will be 
closing. 


Online 


3 


com, including: 





The message was met 
with a room full of sadness, 
including some tears, Sukut 
said. 

“It hits a little harder right 
before the holidays,” he said. 

Alex D. Johnson, 24, 
who has also worked for the 
company for three years, 
described the moment as 
jaw-dropping. 

“The whole plant got 
quiet, people got emotion- 
al,” he said. "I felt sick to 


* An interactive timeline of the plant in Aberdeen. 
e A collection of archived stories about the company, including “Ground broken on 332 


“1 have my kids here, family 
here. This is the highest-paid 
job that l've had to date. I 
won't be able to match that. 
And 1 have kids to feed." 


Russ Sukut | MFG employee 


my stomach." 

Employees were told 
months ago that Molded Fi- 
ber Glass was looking for a 
potential buyer, Sukut said. 

Wednesday, they learned 
no such savior had been 
found. 

Even though he's losing 
his job, Sukut worked to re- 
main optimistic. 


Taxreform 
cited as factor 
in closure 


BY ELISA SAND 


esand@aberdeennews.com 


Molded Fiber Glass off- 
cials said that proposed revi- 
sions to U.S. tax policies are 
factors causing the closing of 
Aberdeen’s largest manufac- 
turing plant. 

Those tax policies were ap- 
proved through amendments 
passed by the U.S. Senate 
Dec. 1, but an official with the 
American Wind Energy ASso- 
ciation in Washington, D.C., 
said if those changes become 
part of the final Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, it will make it diffi- 
cult for wind projects to use 
the Production Tax Credit. 

The Production Tax Cred- 
tis a 10-year tax credit that | 
s paid based on the electric- B 
ity generated. Based on the 
phase-out plan approved by 
Congress in 2015 and sup- 
ported by the wind industry, 
projects under construction in 
2019 will be the last ones eligi- 
ble for the credit. 

Aberdeen officials heard 
Wednesday that Molded Fi- 
ber Glass is closing. It’s an 
announcement that puts 409 
people out of work by Feb. 15. 
In its news release, the compa- 
ny points to changes in market 
conditions and proposed revi- 
sions to tax policies that are 
impacting the wind energy in- 
dustry in the United States. 

Evan Vaughan, national 


| spokesman for the American 


“You just got to pick up; | 


See People, 3A 


Find more coverage of the Molded Fiber Glass closure, linked to this story at AberdeenNews. 


00 square-foot 


facility” from November 2007: *Molded Fiber Glass expanding, blade lengths changing” fro 
“ , 2 , 
2016; and Community responds to Molded Fiber Glass layoffs" from February odit : Aen 


e The company's news release announcin 


g the February 2018 shutdown. 


Wind Energy Association, said 
those proposed changes hap- 
pened through amendments 
passed by the U.S. Senate Dec. 
1. One amendment reduced 
the corporate income tax 
from 35 percent to 20 percent, 
Which is the same bee as the 
alternative minimum tax. 
ምዎ said this change 
will not only dry up the abil- 
ity for wind projects to find 
financing, but it will affect 


See Tax, SA 
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Molded Fiber Glass employees celebrate the first 
wind turbine blade produced at the Aberdeen 
plant in this October 2008 file photo. The plant will 
close in February; 409 employees will lose their 
Jobs. American News file photo by Dawn Dietrich-Sahli 
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When Molded Fiber Glass 

closes its Aberdeen plant 
in February, we will lose a 
good employer and a good 
member of the community 


ake no mistake: The impending closure 
of Molded Fiber Glass in Aberdeen is a 
disaster. 

Four-hundred nine people will no lon- 
ger have jobs — the second-largest layoff 
total in Aberdeen in the past 30 years. 

That Is a devastating loss. But the closure of 
the wind blade manufacturing plant, expected 
no later than Feb. 15, is even worse than that. 

Aberdeen is losing a jewel, one that is consis- 
0 ie ca 2 the same breath as *Two col- 
eges, two hospitals, great parks and empl 
like Molded Fiber Glass" al sue we tout the Fe 
things we have in this market. 

This is a hard blow, with the pain to be felt for 
years to come. 

| By grs accounts, MFG has been a model em- 
ployer. Since its groundbreaking in Novem 
2007, Molded Fiber Glass has امس‎ a aA و‎ 
While the beef plant went through years of fits 
and starts — and different ownership groups — 
before stability today, Molded Fiber Glass has 
been a relatively consistent home for workers in 
Aberdeen. 
Though officials last week would not confirm 
poe a کی‎ salaries, we have been told 
y workers that these are good-paving i 
aren't easily found here. رد هد سی‎ riens 
In addition, those who have been laid off — 
last week or in previous lean times — are gener- 


ally positive about how MFG has handled those 
situations. 


There have been in- 
stances when, in down 
times, MFG has even Online 


paid employees to do Find more 

volunteer work around O) coverage of the 

i Molded Fiber‏ 9ں 

iru. 9 ne With Glass closure, including a 

2 E : پت‎ A nd gallery of the early days 

te ecizll € this atthe plant, linked to this 
p y tough editorial at Aberdeen- 


loss. 
A News.com. 
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put beyond that, 
Molded Fiber Glass ' EE 
has been a leader in Aberdeen. A lot of that effort 
can be attributed to Senior Vice President Dave 
Giovannini. The company has donated thou- 
sands of dollars throughout the community and 
Giovannini and his wife, Erin Giovannini, have 
headed capital campaigns here, too. 

The greater effects of this closure will be 
known in time. Think: Families who work there 
may have come from elsewhere, but have since 
become true Aberdeen residents. Their kids go 
to school, they shop locally. They have found 
churches, have planted roots. 

Schools, housing, health care and more will 
feel the aftershocks. 

For Aberdeen, reliable companies like Molded 
Fiber Glass are good to build on. 

Ag Processing Inc., which plans to a soybean 
processing plant near MFG in 2019, would have 
been a great partner business, further solidifying 
our manufacturing base, our population growth, 
and the number of services that our city could 
su 





pport. e£ 
But AGP's 50 potential jobs won't replace 400. 


Unique business, unique challenges 


Molded Fiber Glass, to be sure, was a unique 
company. 

In making the wind turbine blades, it had but 
one customer — General Electric. GE bought 
its own blade manufacturing plant in Denmark, 
which MFG spokeswoman Camille Cox said had 
an effect on Aberdeen. 

Also playing a factor is the pending loss of 
the Production Tax Credit, a federal subsidy giv- 
en to wind energy companies. The credit was to 
be phased out in the next couple of years, but 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act tax reform moving 
through Congress in D.C. has sped that process 


. up. (Though we do know that MFG had been 


trying to sell the Aberdeen company for a couple 
of months before tax reform.) 

That leaves us with a very specific, 
340,000-square-foot building, owned by the Ab- 
erdeen Development Corp. and built specifically 
for MFG for $21 million, that will sit empty. 

The challenge will be to fill that space with 
an employer that can again support hundreds of 
jobs, if possible. 

Preferably, a company not so dependent on 
one customer, or government subsidies. 

I'll be hard to imagine not seeing three 
trucks, each with a large blade in back, rolling 
down Sixth Avenue South anymore. That was al- 
ways a unique indicator of growth and progress. 

For its 10 years here, we thank Molded Fiber 
Glass. The company made a difference. 

— American News Editorial Board 








MG closing may 








26/7 .3 | تلا 


Housing market, retail sales could take hit, professor says 


BY KATHERINE GRANDSTRAND 
kgrandstrand@aberdeennews.com 


Losing more than 400 jobs in 
a couple months could send rip- 
ples through Aberdeen’s housing 
market and retail sales, accord- 
ing to a Northern State University 
professor. 


That’s especially the case if 
those people aren’t able to find new 
jobs quickly, said Keun Lee, pro- 
fessor of economics and finance at 
Northern’s School of Business. 

The closing of Molded Fiber 
Glass will be a major blow to the lo- 
cal economy, he said. 


“If we lose 400 jobs, that’s going 
to be serious,” Lee said. “It’s going 
to affect the economy pretty badly 
in Aberdeen.” 

Ohio-based Molded Fiber Glass 
announced last week that it is clos- 
ing its Aberdeen plant, which man- 


ufactures wind turbine blades, ear- 


have በ 








ly next year — by mid-February at 
the latest. The plant employs 409 
people. 

The once-busy factory will be 
shuttered and the common sight of 
the blades heading out of town on 
semi trucks will be a memory. 


Low unemployment 
Aberdeen historically has one of 


See MFG, 3A 
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Revisit 
our 
coverage 
of Molded Fiber 
Glass's announced 
closure with pho- 
tos, stories and 
videos at Aber- 
deenNews.com. 
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the lowest unemployment rates in 
the country, mostly due to agricul- 
ture, Lee said. He doesn't see many 
of the highly skilled workers from 
Molded Fiber Glass sticking around 
unless they have other community 
ties. 

“We're not talking about 40 peo- 
ple, we're talking about 400," he 
said. 

Aberdeen's unemployment rate 
in October was 2.6 percent. South 
Dakota's was 3.5 percent. Nation- 
wide, it was 4.1 percent. 

The Aberdeen number makes it a 
job-seeker's market, said Dan Thiel- 
sen, manager of the South Dakota 
Department of Labor and Regula- 
tion's Aberdeen office. 

"Employers are really searching 
and looking for workers," he said. 

Its difficult to estimate the 
plants payroll. Thielsen said last 
week that he didn't know the Mold- 
ed Fiber Glass starting wage, but es- 
timated it was $12 to $14 an hour. 

Even at an overall average rate 
of just $15 an hour — easily a con- 
servative number — plant payroll 
would be $12.76 million annually. 
And that money multiplies as its 
spent across the region. 

When there are mass layoffs, the 
thoughts are first and foremost with 


the families affected, said Aberdeen . 


Mayor Mike Levsen. 

“The biggest worry is the impact 
on those people and their families," 
he said. 


Empty building 
Thielsen this week said the im- 
pact to the community will be min- 


# 


vehic es in the lot outside of Molded Fiber Glass Company last week. Am 


MFG information 

Value of land and building: $18.7 
million 

Property taxes paid in 2016: 
$387,000 

Typical monthly sewer and wa- 
ter bill: $1,500 to $1,700 


Sources: City and county records and 
officials 


October unemployment 
Aberdeen: 2.6 percent 

South Dakota: 5.5 percent 
Nationwide: 41 percent 


Source: State and national unemployment 
statistics 


imized if Molded Fiber Glass em- 
ployees can find good jobs shortly 
after finishing their work with the 
company. But that will still lave an 
empty — and largely customized — 
plant on the northeast edge of town. 

Karl Alberts, city finance off- 
cer, said discussion around city hall 
since the closure announcement has 
been about how the plant building 
might be repurposed. It's owned by 
the Aberdeen Development Corp. 
and has been leased to Molded Fi- 
ber Glass. 

Construction on the $21 mil- 
lion, 340,000-square-foot build- 
ing started in 2007, and the plant 
opened the next year. 

The land and building are now 
valued at $18.7 million, according 
to the Brown County Department of 
Equalization Office. 

Molded Fiber Glass paid more 
than $387,000 in property taxes for 
2016, per the county. 

The plant's average sewer and 
water bill with the city of Aberdeen 
was between $1,500 and $1,700 a 
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month, Alberts said. 


Thousands at work 


About 20,000 of the more than 
38,000 people who live in Brown 
County have jobs, Levsen said. 
Molded Fiber Glass accounts for 
about 2 percent of the labor market 
in the county, he said. 

"The other 98 percent of people 
have jobs and they're working and 
happy here," he said. ^We just need 
to do what we can to assimilate this 
other 2 percent and find ways to 
keep as many of them who want to 
be able to have their lives here." 

As of October, there were 1,300 
jobs open in Brown County with an 
average wage of $33,000 — or more 
than $15 per hour, according to in- 
formation from the Department 
of Labor. As of Tuesday evening, 
there were 770 job listings in Brown 
County posted with the Depart- 
ment of Labor. Those included part- 
time and internship positions. 

More opportunities could be 
on the horizon, according to the 
Governor's Office of Economic 
Development. 

"Aberdeen is home to many oth- 
er world-class manufacturers, and 
our focus is and will remain on 
working closely with community 
leaders and other partners to iden- 
tify new opportunities for the dis- 
placed workers and recruiting new 
businesses that will provide even 
better opportunities," Natalie Lik- 
ness, spokeswoman for the office, 
said in a statement. 

Last week, Michael Bockorny, 
CEO with the Aberdeen Develop- 
ment Corp., said three businesses 
are interested in opening in Aber- 
deen, but he did not offer details. 


Follow (DkgrandstrandAAN on Twitter. 














Foxtail Workers Focus on 0 


Ken Smith, Dickey County Leader 

"The pieces stack like a lego." Crane operators Charles 
Vap and John Hoffpauir, and ground crewman C.J. Mencha- 
ca, took some time to describe their work at the Foxtail 
Wind Farm, which is being assembled in the hills about 25 
miles northwest of Ellendale. Charles, an Oklahoma native 
who worked for many years as a welder, remarked at the 
precision of the massive steel and fiberglass parts he now 
works with. “All of them are prefabricated. They all bolt 
together. No welding. Zero." When asked if things always 
fit properly, he said "ninety-nine percent of the time they 
do. I’ve only seen one tower that did not go 
together on the first try. They had to pull on it” 
- to make the pieces slide into place. 

The Lego analogy makes the work seem 
easy, but in reality the process demands a great 
deal of skill and alertness. C.J. works on the 
ground with a team of five men, all Texans. 
Since early June, they have been receiving 
transport trucks laden with the huge pieces 
for the farm's 75 wind towers. Together with 
the crane operators, the ground crewmen form 
a tight team. The crane operators give the 
ground crew top honors in terms of impor- 
tance. "They take care of us” said Charles. 
“We 100% rely on them. We do exactly what 
they tell us to do." 

CJ. likes the work and the responsibility 
that comes with it. “We're out there and we're 
talking and we're making sure these guys are not 
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running into other components," he says. "We are their eyes. 
We're always watching." The camaraderie is intense: "what 
| like about it is I get to interact with the other employees, 
There's a team of us four others beside me, and two crane 
operators." They also pay close attention to weather and 
ground conditions. Wind gusts can make things complicat- 
ed. Muddy ground can make it hard or impossible to get the 
trucks into proper position for unloading. “We can't unload 
when it's too muddy. That's because the components are so 
low to the ground. We tried but tore some equipment up on 
that soft ground." Right now, unloading is the priority. Lat- 
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er these men will be hoisting parts skyward 
as the horizon begins to fill with turbines. 
The day begins early for these men. 

Charles and John have to have their ma- 
chines running and ready by 6:00 AM, so 
the three leave Ellendale by about 3:00 AM 
each day. Work days can vary from two 
hours to 16 hours. “Last week,” Charles 
said, “we were there a couple very long 
days, and then we had two days off because 
of rain.” The men appreciate the beauty of 
the environment, and 
whether on the ground, 
sitting in the crane cabs, 
or driving back and 
forth from Ellendale, 
they notice the big and 
small details. John has 
taken beautiful photos 
of rainbows, and the 
men have stopped often 
to watch fox kits play- 
ing around 8 hillside 
den near the highway. 
Continued on page 6 
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Work Continues on 
Merricourt Wind Poject 
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That's a Lot of Bolts! 144 threaded steel rods are cast into this 200-ton 
concrete base near the Kulm Seventh-Day Adventist Church. This plat- 
form, located on the northeast corner of the new wind farm, is one of 
75 that will anchor brand new wind towers. Tower and turbine parts will 
begin arriving at the site soon. 


Photo & Story by Ken 
Smith 5 


The completed founda- 
tion for one of 75 wind 
towers sits. at the north- 
east edge of the Merricourt 
Wind Energy Center, near 
the Kulm*th Day Adventist 
Church. fie towers will be 
spread across 14,000 acres 
of land. This scene 15 11 
miles south and a mile and 
a half west of Kulm , off 
Highway 56. The facility 
will be capable, of generat- 
mg 150 megawatts, when 
wind conditions are good. 

Construction began last 
August, and a number of 
concrete foundations have 
already been poured. Roads 
are mostly completed to the 


installation pads, and troves 
of heavy rebar have been 
dropped near many of the 
A large mobile con- 
crete plant, located at the 
intersection of 65th Ave. SE 
and 88th St. SE, is up and 
running. 

The Merricourt Center 
will use the same type of 
towers and blades, and the 
same Vestas turbines that 
were installed at the Foxtail 
Wind Farm. The nacelles 
will be 34 feet long, 18 feet 
high and 12 feet wide. Their 
hubs will hold three 187- 
foot long blades that weigh 
70 tons each. 

At a total estimated 
cost of $270 million, the 
Merricourt Wind Energy 
Center will be the largest 


Sites. 


capital project that the Otter 
Tail Power Company has 
undertaken. The project 
includes 75 Vestas wind tur- 
bines and covers approxi- 
mately 14,000 acres of land. 
Wanzek construction of 
Fargo is the general con- 
tractor. Ten permanent jobs 
will be added to the local 
economy after the hundreds 
of installation workers have 
moved on. 

Residents are encour- 
aged to extend smiles and 
warm greetings to wind 
farm workers, power line 
workers .and road workers 
as many of them will be 
among us into the late fall. 


sLet's make their time here as 


pleasant as we can. 





Merricourt Wind Farm Takes Shape 


T 22 4201210 
Story and Photos by Ken Smith 


When area residents think of 
Merricourt, they often think of 
two lonely, weathered concrete 
grain elevators jutting above a 
tangle of trees and the dilapidated 
foundations of a once-bustling 
town (see photo at right). But 
with the completion of Otter Tail 
Power’s newest wind project, the 
name will likely come to be asso- 
ciated with something new. It will 
refert to a 14,000-acre area on the 
Dickey County/McIntosh County 
line dotted with gleaming towers 
and elegantly curved blades spin- 
ning in the wind. 

Ground broken on the 
Merricourt Wind Project in early 
2019. By the end of June this 
year, all 75 foundations were fin- 
ished, half of the network had 
been wired up with underground 
cables, and 14 complete turbine 
sets had been delivered to their 
sites. As of August 11, when these 
photos were taken, tower erec- 
tion and placing of nacelles and 
turbines was proceeding slowly 
but steadily, as surface conditions 
allowed. 

After heavy downpours such as 
the one the area received on July 
24, deliveries of the heavy compo- 


was 


nents as well as crane operations 
is severely limited due to soft 
ground surfaces. Project workers 
have told the Leader that Wanzek 


Construction, the general contrac- 
tor, places a very high priority on 
safety and will not rush a project 
if it means elevating risk beyond a 
strictly defined level. 

In an August press release, Otter 
Tail also noted that “COVID-19- 
related transportation logistics 
issues for project components 
have increased risks for the project 
which could result in minor con- 
struction delays.” Notwithstanding 
such issues, the 260 million-dollar 
project is expected to be complete 
by December 31, 2020. Under 
good wind conditions, the 75 tur- 
bines will be capable of generat- 
ing 150 megawatts, which could 
power more than 65,000 homes. 

Otter Tail Power is a highly 
diversified Minnesota based com- 
pany. Its interest in North Dakota 
wind stems largely from a man- 
date from the Minnesota legisla- 
ture that the state should get 25 
percent of its power from wind or 
solar generation by 2025. Since 
both wind and solar are inter- 
mittent and weather dependent, 
Otter Tail is also investing heavily 
in natural gas. About the same 
time the Merricourt project start- 
ed, the company broke ground 
on a 245-megawatt natural gas 
generating plant at Astoria, South 
Dakota, just north of Sioux Falls. 
The Astoria station, which, will 
be a relatively low-profile instal- 
lation on a small piece of ground 


near the Minnesota state line, will 
cost considerably less than the 
Merricourt project. According to 
an Otter Tail press release, "the 
company will invest approximate- 
ly $158 million in the project, 
which it expects to complete in 
1 4 a 

"Astoria Station complements 
our wind resources by providing 
a reliable backstop when the wind 
isn't blowing," said Otter Tail 
Power Company President Tim 
Rogelstad. "Backing wind with 
natural gas captures the low-cost 
energy made possible by the cur- 
rent market for wind generation 
while helping to ensure sufficient 
reliability from dispatchable gen- 
eration." 

As explained in a recent com- 
munique, the two new installa- 
tions are part of Otter Tail's long 
term strategy. "The wind and natu- 
ral gas resource additions are part 
of the company's plan to meet 
customers' future energy needs, 
replace expiring power purchase 
agreements, and prepare for the 
2021 retirement of the 1950s-era 
140-MW coal-fired Hoot Lake 
Plant in Fergus Falls, Minnesota." 
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Wind farm construction is a complicated and multifaceted undertaking. It requires a large 
array of transports that need a vast network of solid road beds to move their heavy loads. 
The precision manufatured turbines, require hundreds of miles of cable that must be se- 
curely connected and buried. Shorter cranes are used to offload tower segments (known 
in the business as "cans" along with hubs, nacelles, and blades. All of this requires an 
enormous amount of planning skill, and hard work. The Leader salutes the men and 
women who put in the long, steady hours needed to make this all come together, and their 
families and friends who support them. 
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A special section celebrating wind eneray development in the Edgeley-Kulm area 


Construction crews build North Dakota's first 
area 














The countryside between 
Edgeley and Kulm, North Da- 
kota is rapidly changing. North 
Dakota's first wind farms are 
sprouting up fast and furious as 
the 41 towers, which will make 
up the two farms, start to take 
shape. 


Wanzek, Heavy Industrial 
Constructors & Crane Service, 
the main contractor for the FPL 
Energy project, are based out 
of Fargo, North Dakota. 
Wanzek, a very diversified com- 
pany, has over 400 employees 
and generally has numerous 
projects going on at the same 
time, such as bridges, civil (dirt 
work), underground, towers to 
ethanol plants. 


Terry Zacher, General Su- 
perintendent, has been with 
Wanzek for six years and in the 
construction business since he 
was 17 years old. It's a way of 
\ife for him and he meets each 
project as a challenge. 

Onsite at the Edgeley-Kulm 
Wind Farms, Wanzek has 41 
employees working. Zacher 
estimated that there are ap- 
proximately 100 employees 
from all the different companies 
working onsite most days. 


The project started with 
long-reach backhoes being 
brought in after the roads were 





buit by Bear Creek Graveltal Soon nacelles will be placed on top of towers 

Oakes, North Dakota out to the The nacelle is where the genreator and the yaw is located. The nacelle weighs 119,000 pounds. 
ع‎ 5 ues ded و‎ There are approximately 60 bolts holding the nacelle on top of the third section and approxi- 
to build the foundation for the mately another 60 bolts holding the rotor to the nacelle. Photo by Joy Powers 


towers. The outside cans for 
the hole are 14' in diameter and 
30' long. These cans are basi- 
cally just used as a form to hold 
the concrete añd the slurry. The 
inner cans are 10' in diameter 
and filled with dirt to the top. 
One-sack slurry is used to fill 
around the outside of the outer 
can. The slurry flows and fills 
every crevice and compacts it- 
self much better than dirt mak- 
ing it 10096 solid. Zacher said, 
"If we had to compact dirt 
around there, instead of the hole 
being 18-20 feet in diameter, it 
would probably have to be 60- 
70' in diameter. We would need 
to be able to get down inside the 
hole with our equipment to pack 
it. With being that deep in the 
ground you'd need to have a 2- 
1 slope up or you couldn't send 
anyone down in the hole. The 
slurry is just better all around for 
this." 


Once they set the outside 2 : 
can into the hole, they set a tem- Wanzek Construction works on the bolt cage. The cage is placed in the ground and is 
plate on top and drop all their used to anchor the bottom section of the tower. 
(See CONSTRUCTION pg. 2) 





Photo by Joy Powers 
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CONSTRUCTION: Putting it all together to harvest the wind 


(cont. fr. pg. 1B) 





bolts inside. They set the template on 
the top with the rack on top which holds 
all the bolts, making up the bolt cage. 
Each bolt in the bolt cage weighs 195 
Ibs. each and is 30' long. They then set 
that down and on the bottom of the bolts 
is an embedment ring which is 34" thick 
that the bolts go through. They are then 
nutted on the bottom and then half-nut- 
ted on the bottom and locked on. There 
is 18" of concrete below that ring and 
then it is filled with 100 yards of concrete 
all the way to the top. 


The top 18” of the foundation is solid 
structural concrete with the bolts stick- 
ing out so that when the base section is 
set down there is an outside ring with 
bolt holes and also an inside ring with 
bolt holes. Once the bolts go through 
those rings, washers and nuts are put 
on and then the bolts are stretched with 
5900psi. They actually stretch each 30' 
bolt Y of an inch. 
When the tower is swaying in a 60 
mph wind, this foundation is what is be- 
ing pulled. The pull is on the long bolts 
set in the embedment ring and all that 
concrete poured in between the two 
cans. 
The controller, the brains of the 
tower, sets in the center of the base sec- 
tion. The base section is lowered over 
the controller onto the foundation. When 
the door is opened to the base section 
and the workers step inside, they actu- 
ally step inside the controller. As they 
go through the controller they can reach 
“the ladder on the other side if they need 
to climb the tower. 


The base section to the tower 
weighs 87,020.88 lbs. and is 66.11 feet 
tall. Zacher said, "By the time we get 
both cranes rigged to a base section, 
stand it up in the air, swing it over to the 
controller and drop it down on the foun- 
dation it takes us approximately 1 — 1 72 
hours. 


The mid section weighs approxi- 
mately 60,000 Ibs and is 66.11 feet tall. 
Zacher estimated it can take approxi- 
mately two hours to get a mid-section 
set on top of a base section. He said 
that the sections basically set flat on top 
of each other. There are approximately 
112 bolts holding the mid-section to the 
base section. 


The top section of the tower weighs 
44,019.71 Ibs. and is 74.80' long. The 
third section on the towers cannot be put 
into place until the rotors are assembled 
and the nacelle is ready and waiting. 
Zacher said that if they were to put the 
upper section onto the tower then they 
would have to worry about harmonics 
from the wind. “As solid as these tow- 
ers are and as rigidly as they are built” 
said Zacher, “the wind could raise havoc 
on them without the added weight of the 
nacelle on them and the nacelle also 
acts as a cap for the tower.” There are 
approximately 96 bolts holding the mid- 
section to the upper section. 


Zacher said that the wind plays a 
factor in setting the third section, the 
nacelle and the rotors. “The tower sec- 
tions aren't so bad. The wind hits them 
and goes around them, but the nacelles 
have to be turned in a certain direction 
and the wind tends to catch them and 
it's not safe,” said Zacher. “And, of 
course, the blades and the rotor are 
made to catch the wind.” He continued 
by saying a calm day is ideal but they 
have put them up on days with winds as 
high as 25 mph. 

The nacelle is where the generator 
is located and the yaw. The yaw is what 
turns the machine. The yaw has wind 
meters and other sensors on top of the 
cell to be able to determine which direc- 
tion the wind is coming from and can 
then yaw the tower towards the direc- 
tion of the wind. Zacher said that most 
towers can turn for 8 rotations before 
they need to unwind themselves. 
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Corey Robertsdahl, crane operator and Terry Zacher, general superintendent on site, stand 


LS 





next to Wanzek’s Manitowoc 2250 crane. The total weight of the crane is 762,000 pounds. 
It is used to lift sections of the tower, the nacelle and the rotor assemblies. 


Photo by Joy Powers 





The nacelle weighs 119,000 Ibs. In 
order to lift the nacelle to the top of the 
tower, the lid has to be removed and set 
aside. The lid is made of fiberglass 
which goes from Y inch to 3/8 inch thick. 
The lid itself weighs 1750 Ibs. Once the 
nacelle is placed on top of the tower, the 
lid is added and then the rotor is at- 
tached. There are approximately 60+ 
bolts holding the nacelle in place on top 
of the third section and another 60+ hold- 
ing the rotor to the nacelle. 


Each blade is 110 feet long and each 
weighs 14,000 Ibs. The blades are at- 
tached to the hub while on the ground. 
Large round bales are placed under 
each blade for support. Once all three 
blades are attached, the rotor is ready 
and waiting to be lifted to the top of the 
tower. The towers will be 213.25 feet 
tall to the center of the hub when com- 
pleted. 


Wanzek has a total of eight cranes 
onsite. Two of the cranes are Manitowoc 
2250's. The red 2250 is a Wanzek crane 
and the blue 2250 is leased from another 
company. The 2250 has a lifting capac- 
ity of 300 ton, a 450 hp diesel engine, 
air conditioned, stereo, tilt seat and an 
operator that has been fully trained to 
run that crane. 


The tracks of the crane weigh 
56,000 Ibs. each. 

The house (red part of the crane) 
weighs 86,000 Ibs. 

The car body (what the tracks hook 
to) weighs 64,000 Ibs. 

One section of boom 40’ long weighs 
7,000 Ibs. 

The tip at the top of the crane weighs 
13,000 Ibs. 

The butt (where it hooks to the base 
of the crane) weighs 12,000 Ibs. 

The total weight of the Manitowoc 
2250 is 762,000 Ibs. 


The 2250 uses 1 1/8" cable with 
4,150' on the crane and can handle up 
to 500' of boom. The cranes onsite cur- 
rently have 300' of boom. 

The block (what you see hanging in 
the air) weighs 4,000 Ibs. 

There is 380,000 Ibs. of counter- 
weight hanging on the back of the crane. 


The crane holds 328 gallons of fuel 
and 170 gallons of hydraulic oil. 


Zacher said, "Operating the crane is 
a job of skill." Corey Robertsdahl is the 
2250 Crane Operator for Wanzek. 
"Corey is great," said Zacher. “He knows 
his stuff and | have to have qualified 
operators." Robertsdahl has been oper- 
ating a crane for approximately 10 years. 
He is one of 80 people in the United 
States that can give training for the Na- 
tional Commission for the Certification 
of Crane Operators. 


Zacher said Wanzek has built the 
Fargo Dome, paper mills, power plants, 
the Englestadt arena and the pressure 
is always there. "When you start today, 
they want it done tomorrow. When they 
say | can't get it done, it's move over and 
get out of the way,” Zacher said. “I'll get 
it done but | need the people to back me 
up and I've got them. I'm only as good 
as the people that surround me and I try 
to make those people think very highly 
of themselves and to be proud of the 
work we do." 


Zacher commented on his Superin- 
tendents on the project Scott Delvo and 
Trevor Moen and then hesitated and 
said, "| should mention everyone be- 
cause they're all so great. We need them 
all to make this happen." 


Zacher continued on by saying, “The 
people in this area are great, they are 
hard-working people. The crew | have 
is great; | haven't had a bad apple. Of 
all the years I've been doing this, I've 
never seen it happen, but these people 
are great. | trust these people." 


‘I've said it before and I'll say it 
again," said Zacher, "the town of Edgeley 
has bent over backwards for us. The 
businesses in this town have gone above 
and beyond. Some of them have stayed 
open later for us and are doing special 
things to accommodate us. The park has 
let us park our RV's there, the Cenex 
people deliver stuff when we need it and 
offer to help, the Café, | could mention 
everyone in this town if there was time. 
We got all our concrete from Concrete 
Dakota in Edgeley and they went above 
and beyond. There were nights when we 
worked until 10pm wanting to get done 
and Scott and his guys were there to see 





we could. They just did it. | can't wait 
until the Edgeley-Kulm area builds an- 
other wind farm and I'm the low-bidder 
50 | can come back. |'ጠ on a first name 
basis with just about everyone in town 
and | really don't know most of them, but 
it's great. They all ask how you're doing 
and how it's going out there. They are 
interested and they all care. | have yet 
to meet anyone that in this town that is 
negative about this project. lt's just 
great. We're visitors here in this town 
and its amazing because my crew 
seems to know everyone too. It's made 
this project a lot of fun." 


Zacher explained that the excite- 
ment they see and feel in Edgeley helps 
to build his crew's self-esteem also. “l'm 
proud of what | do. | do it right and | | 
sign my name to anything. When | leave 
here, it is done,” said Zacher. “My crew 
is going to do it right because they are 
proud of what they are doing and when 
someone from town comes up to them 
and asks them about a photo they ve 
seen or what they are doing out there 
on the site, it just builds everyone's self- 
esteem." 


| go into Cenex every morning for a 
cup of coffee and someone is always 
standing there looking at the photos of 
the project that hang there and most of 
the time | hear them saying, 'there's the 
guy in the pictures' and they often stop 
to ask us a few questions. | enjoy it and 
| enjoy working here." 

The completion date for this project 
is set for sometime in October. Once 
the construction is completed Wanzek 
will begin tearing down their cranes, will 
put gravel around the sites, clean up and 
then they are off. 


Zacher said, "It'S been a rush for me 
and all the guys. There was nothing 
there when we got here but barley, wheat 
and beans and now when you look, all 
of a sudden one day, you start seeing 
the towers sprout up. Every day as ! 
drive out there, | know I'm changing this 
scenery. ['ጠ making my mark in 
Edgeley, North Dakota and | enjoy it." 
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Otter Tail Power has role in wind farm development 


BY JOY POWERS 


Behind the scenes of the 
Edgeley-Kulm Wind Farm 
Project are many other workers, 
crews and companies doing 
their part in bringing this project 
to reality. 

Todd Langston of Fergus 
Falls, Site Coordinator for Otter 
Tail Power Company said that 
Otter Tail was approached by 
FPL Energy to purchase the 
power off the turbines from one 
of the North Dakota Wind Farms 
located between Edgeley and 
Kulm, North Dakota. 


"We were able to work with 
FPL Energy to put together an 
economic wind alternative 
for our resource mix," he said. 
"This helps us meet our mission 
to provide low-cost, reliable en- 
ergy to our customers in North 
Dakota; South Dakota, and Min- 
nesota." 


Otter Tail Power Company 
will be receiving the power off 
the south 14 turbines in the OT 
Section of the Edgeley-Kulm 
Collector System. That section 
is called North Dakota Wind ll. 


Otter Tail Power Company 
also is building the electrical 
system for the project. Earlier 
this summer numerous Otter 
Tail Power Company crews, 
service reps, and 
technicians built approximately 
14 miles of 34.5 kv lines. These 


The Edgeley Mall is proud to 


be covering the development 
of North Dakota Wind | & II 


We hope you enjoy this 
special section! 
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Preparing the ground... 


Otter Tail workers dig a hole to set equipment 
for the switching station on the north side of 
Edgeley. 
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crews are also working to build 
the Pomona Substation located 
just north of the collector site 
and the Edgeley Switch Station 
located in the northeast corner 
of Edgeley. 

Langston said, “Twenty- 
seven of the 41 turbines will 
feed the Pomona Substation. 
That 34.5 - kv power will then 
be converted to 115 kv in the 
substation and will ultimately 
end up in WAPA's substation lo- 
cated just east of Edgeley. 


"The 34.5 kv that will come 
in from our overhead line to the 
Edgeley Switch Station will be 
converted to 41.6 kv which is 
our standard voltage throughout 
North Dakota," Langston contin- 
ued. 


He guessed that on an av- 
erage day approximately 35 
Otter Tail Power 
Company employees are in the 
Edgeley area working on the 
project. 

A subcontractor, EJ Under- 
ground, Inc. of Jamestown, is 
doing the trenching of the high 
voltage cable for the turbines. 
They have 
placed approximately 100,000 
feet of underground cable for 
this project. 

Langston said, "The men 
are working hard. Steve Pow- 
Photo by Joy Powers ers, the local Otter Tail Power 
Company Service Representa- 
tive in Edgeley, has been very 
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helpful to all of us. He's always 
there when we need 
something, and we have really 
appreciated all that he's given 
to this project for us. 


"The community as a whole 
has been just wonderful," said 
Langston. "The people have 
been great to work with all the 
way down to the landowners. 
We couldn't ask for anything 
better. We've been welcomed 
with open arms, and good rela- 
tionships are going on through- 
out the project with everyone." 


Otter Tail و‎ 7 a 


beam for the switching 
station on the north side 


of town. Photo by Joy Powers 
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Moorhead 
Electric will 
wire inside of 
towers 

BY JOY POWERS 


Moorhead Electric is a sub- 
contractor of Wanzek on the 
Edgeley-Kulm Wind Farm 
Project. They will be respon- 
sible to do the wiring of the in- 
side of the towers. 


Dean Edwardson, foreman 
ጋየ the project for Moorhead 
Electric, said, “The line voltage 
and control cables are all ready 
n the towers. These cables go 
from the top of the tower to the 8 
yottom. We will need to splice É 
hem at every section and 
ighten them to get them into 
:omplete working order ! before 
he towers are commissioned" ۸۷ء۸‎ transmission lines Büllt 

Moorhead Electric has had 
wo people onsite during the 
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Emblom Midwest Power places a laminated pole on the 


ast two months. These people corner where the transmission line heads north of Hwy. 
۱3۷6 been responsible for the 13. The 77 foot long pole was placed 22 1/2 feet into the 
jrounding of the towers through ground. It measured 58 inches at the base and sits inside 
he bases for lightning protec- a six-foot culvert filled with rock. The construction of the 
ion. As the towers go up, they transmission line is expected to be completed by the end 
»xpect to have as many as 10- of August. A total of 155 poles were placed from the cor- 
15 employees, out of the 200 ner of the substation to the substation at Dakota Valley. 


;urrently employed at The construction of the transmission line is expected to 
Aoorhead Electric, working on 


he project. be completed by the end of August. The crew started with 
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lone about 50 towers in the = " at the Otter Tail Power switching station lo- 
ast with Wanzek. Edwardson Transmission cated in the northeast corner of Edgeley. The 


;aid, "The cooperation we get ۳ ለ E i 
rom Wanzek is fantastic. We lines belong 34.5 kilovolts that will come in from the over- 
head lines will be converted to 41.6 kilovolts. 
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he past and this project is no Photo by Joy Powers 


lifferent. We wouldn't be here 


vithout them and it is always a Power لے‎ 
yeasure to work for and with 
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“All of our employees are Cooperative Heater offers many 
ንህ! here working hard on this Central Power Electric Co- 
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» Concrete 
preparations 
began in May 


BY JOY POWERS 


Concrete Dakota, Inc. has been pre- 
paring for the Edgeley-Kulm Wind 
Project since May. According to Neil 
Meyer, General Manager of CDI out of 
Valley City, they began hauling in rock 
and sand back in May using four trucks 
to haul the product to the plant and these 
trucks continued to haul throughout June 
and July. 


Meyer said, "There are 41 towers 
and there is approximately 250 yards of 
concrete and slurry per tower." This 
estimates out to be about 1100 truck- 
loads of concrete and slurry for the en- 
tire project. 

Concrete Dakota had 10 employees 
working at the plant in Edgeley on this 
project. They started on June 17, 2003 
and finished on August 12, 2003. 


"We think it went very well," said 
Meyer. "Wanzek is a great company to 
work for. They are very knowledgeable 
and capable. They are good people and 
| am thankful we had the opportunity to پیا‎ Qr پک‎ NE 
work with a local contractor from North 28 XS RD SS BER MM s jJ I _ 
Dakota.” مو سو ہہ شا‎ oo S 

“The people in Edgeley have been ~ à S 
great and the City of Edgeley was always 
there to help us out with our water needs. 


ES SS 
> They were very supportive and very 


helpful,” said Meyer. “We are honored Time to build a solid foundation 


to provide the con- : : : a p a 
| Bee che ound Lor یت‎ and we The slurry flows and fills every crevice and compacts itself much better than dirt, making it 


۱ are thankful to be in Edgeley and to be 100% solid. Concrete Dakota provided the slurry and cement for the construction of towers 


a part of that community. There were a at the wind farm. Photo by Joy Powers 
lot of loads and a lot of hours. The people 
of Edgeley and the City of Edgeley were 


always there for us." 

















“Contributing to a Strong 
Foundation..." 





The City of Edgeley 
is pleased to be 


The Gateway to 
Wind Energy”! 






Johnston Fargo Culvert is proud to supply the 
corrugated steel pipe 

used in the foundations of the wind towers for 

FPL Energy's North Dakota Wind | Project. 
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Johnston Fargo Culvert, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1873 
1522 40th St. NW 
Fargo, ND 58107-1873 
(701) 282-0910 Tele. 
(701) 281-1993 


www.johnstonculvert.com 
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Mayor's Corner 





Wind project brings 
excitement to the area 


The Edgeley-Kulm Wind 
Farm Project holds a special 
meaning to me. | have been 
one of the fortunate ones to 
be able to be a part of build- 
ing this monumental project 
and seeing it grow before my 
eyes every day. 

It's given me the chance 
to work with old friends, make 
new ones, and to be able see 
a dream come true. | will al- 
ways be able to say that | 
have had a part in North 
Dakota's first utility-scale 
wind farm. All of us in the 
Edgeley-Kulm area have 
started something big and I 
can only see it getting bigger. 

The work out at the Wind 
Farm Site has been hard and 
vigorous. The last two weeks 
the weather has continued to 
get hotter. However, it 
doesn't seem to slow the 
progress and | don't hear 
much complaining. Every- 
one seems to know what has 
to be done that day and they 
just do it. It is truly impres- 
sive. 


As the deadline ap- 
proaches for the completion 


Drive like the 
Wind - 

Power up 

with fuel 


from 
K & S 
Service and 
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Your spot to cool off 
after a day in the sun! 


Stop at 
Grampa's Place 


date, it seems like there is 
much left to do. But | just find 
myself smiling because | 
know it will be finished on 
time. These people take 
pride in their work and in 
themselves. They want it 
done right. 

The efforts of many 
people have come together 
to create this project and | 
think we are all excited to see 
it happening. So few times 
in our lives do we ever get the 
chance to be a part of history, 
and that is exactly what we 
are doing. 

Each and every one of us 
can be proud. We are not 
only building a Wind Farm out 
here, we are building a future 
for this area, building partner- 
ships, friendships and memo- 
ries that will last for a lifetime. 


Hats off to all of you, big 
or small, everyone's role is 
important, working together 
side by side, determined and 
undaunted to bring this to our 
area. | say, “Let's do it 
again!" 

Mayor Steve Powers 
City of Edgeley 
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A place to gather the power... 


Otter Tail Power has been contracted by FPL Energy to build the sub- 
station in Pomona View Township near ND Hwy. 13. The power gener- 
ated by the wind turbines is delivered to the substation before it is trans- 
mitted across lines into the WAPA substation near Dakota Valley Elec- 
tric Cooperative in Edgeley. Twenty-seven of the 41 turbines will feed 
the substation. Photo by Joy Powers, piloted by Gene Hanson 
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“WIND FESTIVAL” 
KULM, ND 


(Main Street) 


SAT., AUG. 23, 2003 


3:00 Street Games 
(Young « Old) 
5:00 - 8:00 Supper 


` Kulm Cafe 


Shrimp & Chicken « all the Trimmings 
Sastee Treat 
Ham, Knephla « Gravy, Sauerkraut 


4:30 Free Root Beer Floats 
9:00 - 12:45 A.M. Street Dance 
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Program to help 
North Dakotans 
measure wind 
resources 


redeveloped 


The North Dakota Anemom- 
eter Loan Program, established to 
promote regional economic devel- 
opment by increasing wind energy 
development in North Dakota, is 
taking applications for a second 
round of monitoring. The applica- 
tion deadline is September 15, 
2003. 

The program is funded by the 
North Dakota Department of Com- 
merce Division of Community Ser- 
vices (DCS) and sponsored by 
Wind Powering America and the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). 
North Dakota was selected to par- 
ticipate in the program in 2001, 
when Wind Powering America 
loaned ten 20-meter wind-monitor- 
ing systems, called anemometers, 
to the state. The anemometers, val- 
ued at about $1500 each, will be 
loaned to the applicants chosen for 
١ 12-month period and monitored 
free of charge. 

The Energy & Environmental 
Research Center (EERC) at the 
University of North Dakota (UND) 
will once again oversee equipment 
installation and maintenance. The 
EERC will also collect and report 
the resulting wind energy data. 

"The benefit to approved ap- 
plicants is they will get prospect- 
ing data on their property at virtu- 
ally no cost—the equipment is free 
as well as the data provided," said 
Brad Stevens, EERC Research 
Engineer and program manager of 
the Plains Organization for Wind 
Energy Resources (POWER). “We 
have the ability to give landown- 
ers, businesses, and communities 
the additional information they 
need to make an educated decision 
about development on their land." 


With support from DOE and 
partners such as the North Dakota 
DCS, the EERC established 
POWER to serve as a regional cen- 
ter for wind energy, providing edu- 
cational and technical resources to 
the central and upper Great Plains. 
DCS was established to provide 
technical assistance to local gov- 
ernments, state agencies, and the 
executive branch in the areas of 
community and rural planning and 
development, policy research and 
development, and grant program 
implementation. The EERC is a 
nonprofit international leader in 


energy and environmental tech- 
nologies, conducting projects for 
clients worldwide. 


Selection criteria for this 
year's program will be similar to 
those in 2001. DCS will choose 
specific monitoring locations based 
on geographic location, a variety 
of applicant types, and potential 
target areas of needed wind re- 
source information. Applicants will 
likely include private landowners, 
economic development organiza- 
tions, and businesses. 


Anyone interested in partici- 
pating in the loan program should 
contact Brad Stevens at (701) 777- 
5293 or visit the EERC Web site 
al www.undeerc.org. If an appli- 
cant has applied for the program 
in the past, there is no need to re- 
submit. All previous applications 
have been kept on file and will be 
reconsidered for selection this year. 


Blades for power... 


The rotor section is made up of the blades 
and hub. The rotor and nacelle are ready. 
First the middle and top sections of the 
tower will be placed. ^ Photo by Joy Powers 


Heartland State Bank would like to 
congratulate the Cities of Edgeley and 
Kulm, the landowners, and Basin Electric, 
Otter Tail Power and FPL Energy and the 
Coteau Hills Steering Committee for 
making this project a reality. Working 


together makes things happen and 


Heartland State Bank has been working 
with these communities for more than 


80 years. 





Farmers Union 


Oil/NAPA 
supports the 


community’s efforts 


to bring 
Wind Energy 
to the area. 
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is part of the Century 21 Team! 
Contact him to sell your real estate or 
review area listings. 





Heritage Realty 








blowin’ in the wind... % 
Edgeley Coffee Shop 
Buffet Only 


Monday through Thursday 
5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 


Different buffet each night 


Home cooking 





Front and back doors are open 


Anderson Bros. Inc. 


701-493-2241... 
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We need listings of farmsteads. We have 


buyers for acreages from 10 - 100 acres, with 
or without buildings. Need not be in top- 
notch condition 


Box 276 
Edgeley, ND 
58433 
PHONE 


(701) 493-2541 
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Interested in Wind Energy 
Development in the 
Edgeley-Kulm Area? 


Order back issues of The Edgeley Mail to follow the 
progress. Call 493-2261. 


Pick up this week’s issue at Cenex C-Store, Edgeley, 
Edgeley Coffee Shop or Edgeley Food Center. 


Send us $2.50 for this special Wind section and we will 


mail a copy to you. 


The Edgeley Mail PO Box 278 
Edgeley, ND 58433 
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Project requires roads... 


Bear Creek Gravel operated a gravel pit southwest of Edgeley. 
Approximately 9 1/2 miles of roads were built for this project. 


Twenty-two employees worked on the roads. 
Photo by Joy Powers, piloted by Gene Hanson 


A new wind blows and now a new economy grows... 
As we capture the harvest, let us be grateful for the 


power of the wind. 





1 CCC 
would like to mm 


THANK 


the Customers, 
Contractors and 
People of Edgeley 
and the surrounding 
areas for sticking with 
us while we were 
working on the wind 
turbine project. 


We appreciate your 
continued support and 
look forward to doing 

business with you. 





Bear Creek Gravel has part 
in North Dakota Wind 


development _ 


BY JOY POWERS 


Bear Creek Gravel of Oakes, 
North Dakota is another behind- 
the-scenes company working hard 
to do their part in the Edgeley- 
Kulm Wind Farm Project. 

Patrick Anderson, owner of 
Bear Creek Gravel, said they have 
been responsible for building the 
access roads to the tower sites 
along with Wanzek's help and the 
gravel work to the Pomona Sub- 
station. Approximately 9 2 miles 
of roads were built for this project. 
An estimated 70,000 yards of pit 
run and gravel were hauled by 22 
of their employees. 

Anderson said the communi- 
ties of Edgeley and Kulm have 


0 8 


‘Dakota Plains 
Credit “Union 


lnvites you to 
Soar with the Wind 
Save Today for 
Tomorrow's Adventure 


been great. “Some of our work 
force came from the Edgeley and 
Kulm areas and the community 
support we received was super,” 
said Anderson. “To say anything 
less than excellent would be under- 
rated. 

Anderson continued by say- 
ing, “Wanzek's are super to work 
for and I’d love the opportunity to 
work with them again. Terry 
Zacher (General Superintendent 
for Wanzek) is a fantastic guy to 
work for. The undertaking he is 
doing is a monumental job.” 

Bear Creek Gravel will con- 
tinue to maintain and water the ac- 
cess roads and township roads near 
the project until it is completed. 
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A special section of The Edgeley Mail celebrating wind ener 


development in the Edgeley-Kulm area 





FPL Energy 





BY JOY POWERS 


The 41 wind turbines 
that stand so proudly upon 
the prairie between Edgeley 
and Kulm, North Dakota 
have now been officially 
dedicated. With their beauty 
and gracefulness, they have 
brought a new excitement 
to this area and to the state 
of North Dakota. 


Mike Abbott, on-site op- 
erations manager, is the 
man that FPL Energy (FPLE) 
has hired to supervise the 
FPLE office located in 
Edgeley, North Dakota. 
Abbott has worked for FPLE 
for approximately two 
months but has been in- 
volved in wind for nearly 
Seven years. Abbott is mar- 
ried with three children and 
nis family will soon be mov- 
ing here from Tennessee to 
join him. 

The outer beauty of 
these machines hides a very 
complicated and detailed in- 
terior that enables them to 
monitor the wind, capture 
its power, and send the in- 
formation onto FPL Energy. 
Each machine is a self-con- 
tained unit. It will monitor 
its own wind speed and keep 
itself pointed into the pre- 
vailing wind so that it is al- 
ways ready when the wind 
blows. John DiDonato, 
Project Director with FPL 
Energy, said, "These are 41 
separate power plants. 
Each one is self-contained 
and independent of the oth- 
ers. This is one of the ad- 
vantages in dealing with 
wind generation. If you 
have a turbine that needs 
attention, it doesn't take the 
entire wind farm out of ser- 
vice." 


Abbott explained that 
each turbine has its own 
computer that is linked by 
fiber optic cable to the sub- 
station and then transmit- 
ted via microwave to the 
office in Edgeley into the 
Supervisory Command And 
Data Acquisition (SCADA) 
equipment. During the day 
while crews are in the 
Edgeley office, they will 
monitor the turbines from 
there. FPLE has a control 
center in Livermore, Califor- 
nia that watches the towers 
through the night, on week- 
ends and on holidays or 
whenever there is no one in 
the Edgeley office. The tow- 
ers can be controlled from 
California or even from 
Florida, if ever needed. 


"The SCADA will alert us 
if anything needs attention 
on the turbines," said 
Abbott. The remote opera- 
tors can handle the problem 


or they can call the person 
on call here." 


Abbott explained that 
maximum wind speed for 
the towers is approximately 


(See FPL Energy, pg 7B) 








North Dakota Wind harvesting the wind 
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Towers glisten in the sun... 
Forty-one towers make up the two wind farms between Edgeley and Kulm. They glisten as they turn and catch 
the sun's rays and the wind's power. 
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reshaped... 


Bear Creek Gravel reshapes and works on roads near th 


e wind farm after construction cre 
of the towers. wS completed erection 
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The big picture: 


BY JOY POWERS 


Jay Haley, President of 
EAPC Architects Engineers 
in Grand Forks, has been 
involved in wind energy off 
and on for about 20 years. 
Haley believed for a very 
long time that he was prob- 
ably the only person in this 
state that really could see 
what could happen with 
wind energy. "It was bug- 
ging me because we have 
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Jay Haley 


the best wind resource in 
the country and nothing was 
happening," said Haley. He 
kept asking himself what we 
could do about it until one 
day he looked in the mirror 
and said to himself, "You 
know, you are the only per- 
son that knows this and you 
have to start convincing 
people and help them to see 
it.” That was when he 
started to write letters to 
newspapers and started to 
hold town meetings around 
the state. 


Haley said he wrote a 
letter to the editor in The 
Forum and in papers all over 
the state trying to generate 
some interest and get the 
people to stand up and take 
notice that we have this re- 
Source right under our nose. 
He knew it could revitalize 
rural communities that were 
hurting for economic devel- 
opment if they were made 
aware of it. 

One of his letters caught 
the attention of Dennis 
Anderson, Edgeley, North 
Dakota. One Saturday 
morning Anderson and Mike 
Brandenburg, Edgeley, ND, 
called Haley. "They put me 
on a speaker phone and 
started to quiz me," said 
Haley. "They were firing 
questions at me and 
seemed to be on a mission." 
One thing led to another and 
the discussion led to having 
Haley come down to 
Edgeley to give a presenta- 
tion to the people and talk 
about wind energy. So 
Haley, along with Kim 
Christianson of the State 
Energy Office and State 
Representative Scot Kelsh, 
came to Edgeley one 
evening and gave a three- 
hour wind energy presenta- 
tion at Big John's. Over 300 
people attended. 
Christianson and Kelsh pro- 
vided information from the 
state's perspective and 


Haley then gave a 2-hour 
presentation with slides and 
pictures about wind energy 
discussing the economics of 
how big this could be. 
After his presentation to 
the people, Haley met with 
Edgeley Economic Develop- 
ment Corporation (EEDC) to 
discuss their hiring him as 
their wind consultant and 
lead the way in helping 
them know what to do next. 
They hired him that night 
| and he told 
them they 
needed to 
start gath- 





data first. 
E. - Once they 
ون‎ had enough 
=} high-quality 
wind data 
he ex- 
plained that 
he would 
start intro- 
ducing 
them to de- 
velopers 
and show 
them how 
good it is 
here and 
then begin 
to work on 
getting a 
project go- 
ing here. 

They 
k surveyed 
the area 
and had to first figure out 
where they thought would 
be the best spot for the wind 
farm because that would 
influence where they should 
put the wind-monitoring 
towers. "We put them spe- 
cifically in those locations so 
that it would be very high- 
quality data to support a 
wind farm right in this loca- 
tion," said Haley. 

They had just under a 
year's worth of data col- 
lected when Haley started to 
introduce the EEDC to de- 
velopers. The first devel- 
oper that Haley brought to 
the table wasn't able to se- 
cure a power purchase 
agreement to sell the wind 
power. 


Haley said, "I could see 
that the utilities were not 
taking this developer seri- 
ously because they were 
only a wind developer and 
not a utility. We just weren't 
making any head way." At 
a later date, Haley decided 
they needed more horse- 
power and contacted FPL 


Farmers Union 


00 


supports the 
community's efforts 
to bring 
Wind Energy 
to the area. 


Wind is about saving Nort 


Energy (FPLE). "I made 
overtures to them and ex- 
plained to them I had a 
group here that had wind 
data, was organized, had 
educated landowners and 
had one of the best wind 
sites in the state," said 
Haley. "I encouraged them 
to take a look at it." 

Bob Bergstrom of FPLE, 
a lawyer and one of their de- 
velopers was going to be in 
North Dakota and met with 
Haley. "We went out to a 
Sioux hockey game that 
night," said Haley, "and be- 
gan discussing this whole 
idea down here. At the end 
of our meeting Bergstrom 
said to me 'With what you 
are telling me, this appears 
to be a no-brainer. I think 
we need to get into this.” 
Haley said he agreed and 
things started to click. 

Haley began bringing 
FPLE people around the 
state and introducing them 
to Montana-Dakota Utilities, 
Basin Electric Power Coop- 
erative, Minnkota Power and 
Otter Tail Power Co. trying 
to generate a power pur- 
chase agreement. "As luck 
would have it," said Haley, 
"Basin Electric began to 
show more interest in wind 
energy. Not long after that, 
discussions with Otter Tail 
Power began to look prom- 
ising. We had already 
started discussions with 
them and things took off 
and eventually lead to 
power purchase agree- 
ments." 

With things rolling on 
North Dakota's first utility- 
scale wind farms, Haley took 
on another role in the 
project. FPLE hired EAPC to 
lay out the wind farm. 
"When you design a- wind 
farm, you have to figure out 
where to put the turbines. 
It's not a trivial matter," said 
Haley. "You have to very 
precisely locate them be- 
cause one arrangement is 
going to generate more 
electricity than another." 
Haley explained that EAPC 
is the sole sales and sup- 
port agent for a software 
package that the wind in- 
dustry uses. "We sell it and 
support it for Canada and 
the U.S. and we use that 
program ourselves to lay out 
the wind farms and calcu- 
late how much energy each 
turbine will produce de- 
pending on where you place 
them," explained Haley. 








"We use the topography, 
wind data and a particular 
wind turbine such as a GE, 
Micon or other type. Then 
we play "what if.” We try 
different arrangements un- 
til we find the arrangement 
that will give us the most 
energy production." 

The computer helps 
them figure out the array 
losses. Haley explained that 
if you have two wind tur- 
bines, one in front of the 
other, the turbine in front 
will disturb the air flow caus- 
ing the second turbine to 
produce less. Therefore, 
they have to be sure the 
second one is far enough 
away so that the air has a 
chance to straighten out and 
allow the second turbine to 
produce well also. "There 
is an arrangement that you 
have to find by balancing 
the distance between the 
turbines and where the hill- 
tops are because you also 
want to get them as high as 
you can,” said Haley. 

FPLE also hired EAPC to 
provide two contract con- 
struction managers to work 
with Kurt Beichel. Those 
people reported directly to 
him. 


EAPC does traditional 
architecture, commercial 
architecture which means 
schools, hospitals, office 
buildings, churches, etc. 
They also do civil, structural, 
electrical engineering, me- 
chanical engineering, indus- 
trial engineering such as 
sugar beet processing 
plants and, of course, wind 
energy. 

Haley said EAPC is very 
busy in the wind energy field 
right now. They have cli- 
ents all over the country. 
“My largest client right now 
is a group of farmers that 
have formed their own com- 
pany,” said Haley. "They're 
planning a project that will 
be 100-megawatts for the 
first phase. My smallest 
project is a one-turbine 
project putting in a wind 
turbine at a high school in 
Ilinois to save them 
$100,000 a year." It's 
EAPC's job to figure out 
where it makes sense, what 
the payback will be, and if 
it’s financially feasible. 


Haley also helped in or- 
ganizing a group called Wind 
Interest of North Dakota 
which mainly consists of 
many of EAPC's wind clients 


h Dakota 


from around the state. He 
also helped form the Wind 
Energy Council which is a 
wind industry trade organi- 
zation focused on the upper 
Midwest. This group is 
working with the coal indus- 
try to find a way to work 
together to market electric- 
ity and solve transmission 
issues. 

Getting the three com- 
munities of Edgeley, Kulm, 
and Ellendale to work to- 
gether was an important 
part of this project and was 
vital to the success that has 
come out of it explained 
Haley. "There is a spin-off 
when you get communities 
to work together," said 
Haley. "You get positive en- 
ergy and a positive attitude 
that starts to grow. They 
are working together on 
something they believe in 
and good things can come 
from it." 

Will there be more in 
North Dakota? "No doubt," 
Haley said. "I've been 
dreaming about this for so 
long that it seems like for- 
ever when actually it's only 
been about four years. I 
have spent a lot of hours in 
the car driving around the 
prairies of North Dakota to 
hold meetings and I have 
been thinking about this and 
visualizing this day. I drove 
past this site when there 
was nothing there and re- 
member thinking that I 
could hardly wait to see it 
with turbines on it." 

When Haley came down 
to Edgeley for the first wind 
farm dedication on October 
14, 2003, it was the first 
time he had seen the tur- 
bines actually turning. "It's 
hard to describe," said 
Haley. "It's a pretty good 
feeling. I think they are 
beautiful, but everyone sees 
something different. I don't 
see an engineering marvel, 
although I do enjoy that 
part being a mechanical en- 
gineer. I also see what they 
do for the economy and the 
environment and I think 
they look nice." 


"It's not just the tur- 
bines," said Haley as he 
smiled. "In the bigger pic- 
ture, this is all about saving 
North Dakota. This is the 
best economic development 
game in town in my opin- 
ion." 

OJoy Powers 2003 


Go 
Wind? 


Anderson Bros. Inc. 
701-493-2241 
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Now landowners are selling the w 


BY JOY POWERS 


The landowners played 
a very important role in 
bringing the Edgeley-Kulm 
Wind Farms to this area. 
Without their cooperation 
and understanding, this 
project could not have hap- 
pened. 


Manuel and Mary 
Lackman of Edgeley started 
to attend the wind meetings 
held in the area and kept 
seeing maps that included 
their land in wind tower 
project. "We were very in- 
terested,” said Manuel. “We 
believed what they were 
saying because this is just 
as good of a place as any 
when it comes to wind.” 


The state's tax structure 
concerned them though and 
they relied on Mike 
Brandenburg, a local state 
representative, and others 
to work on changing legis- 
lation to make this an even 
playing field for this project. 
"I was impressed with Den- 
nis Anderson and Mike 
Brandenburg," said Manuel. 
"They attended a lot of 
meetings and working hard 
to see that this project hap- 
pened." 

Lackman's said they had 
signed a lease agreement 
with FPL Energy (FPLE) be- 
fore they were even sure if 
they would get any towers 
on their land. Manuel said 
that he didn't feel it would 

decrease the value of his 
land nor harm it. "We knew 
it would be something dif- 
ferent and that it would cut 
it up a little for farming, but 
it shouldn't be a big deal." 
Manuel and Mary even went 
as far to donate the land for 


the Pomona View Substa- 
tion and Kiosk that sits at 
the north end of this project. 
The renters will, 
course, be required to abide 
by the contracts that the 
landowners have signed 
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Manuel and Mary Lackman in front of wind towers 


Wind 


meaning that they won't be 
able to tear up any roads, 
etc. 

The Lackman's were ex- 
cited when the construction 
began. "Watching them 
build it was awesome," said 
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Photo by Joy Powers 





Manuel. "Ilike construction 
work and we didn't want to 
be in the way but we tried 
to observe everything we 
could." 

Manuel commented that 
all the workers had been so 
friendly whenever they 
stopped to talk them. 
"They'd try to answer our 
questions as best as they 
could and explain things to 
us," he said. "And the Otter 
Tail guys were always 
friendly. They did a good 
job and were always so 
positive." 

The Lackman's took a 
deeper interest in the wind 
towers. They spent some 
time driving through Minne- 
sota to see all the wind tow- 
ers near Pipestone and Lake 
Benton. Then a few weeks 
ago, Manuel and Mary drove 
to Highmore, South Dakota. 
Another project, very simi- 
lar to the one being built 
here in the Edgeley-Kulm 
area by FPLE, that had 
taken place there this sum- 
mer where 27 towers were 
erected. 


They also traveled 
through the sand hills of 
Nebraska. They noticed 
that they kept passing 
semis loaded with tower 
sections from DMI Indus- 
tries in West Fargo. It ap- 
peared that building wind 
towers was happening all 
over the Midwest. 


Manuel and Mary both 
agreed that FPLE had been 
very accommodating to 
them as landowners and still 
are. "If we ever had ques- 
tions, they saw to it we got 
the answers," 


Manuel said, "They are 
shaping up all the township 
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ind 
roads in this project that 
had a lot of hard use this 
summer now that the 
project is finished. Some of 
them are going to be in bet- 


ter shape than they ever 
have been.” 


“They even built up one 
road that we haven't been 
able to drive on for years,” 
said Mary. 

"It will be much better 
than it ever was," said 
Manuel. 


Manuel explained that 
back in Agricultural College 
years ago, there wasn't a 
class for wind turbines. "My 
grandpa had two windmills 
on his farm that pumped a 
lot of water, but nothing of 
this size was ever even 
thought of,” he said. 


Manuel was asked once 
what they would do about 
the towers on their land if 
this project didn't work out, 
didn't last, or if FPLE walked 
out? Manuel looked puzzled 
and replied, "I guess we'd 
have to cross that bridge if 
we came to it, but I can't 
understand why a company 
would invest $65 million and 
then walk away?" 


People started to take 
notice of Edgeley and Kulm 
as the project gained more 
media attention. "Word got 
around that they are here," 
said Manuel. "I think it's a 
good deal and I am hoping 
they want to build more 
here." 

"I like seeing them; they 
make it look like there is life 
in this part of the country. 
Its change and progress and 
a lot of good things could 
come from this. We've sold 


(See LANDOWNERS, pg10B) 





Thank you for embracing the wind 
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Our thanks to the friendly, hard-working people of 
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the Edgeley-Kulm area for embracing the wind— 
and for embracing those who helped build FPL 
Energy's North Dakota Wind Energy Center. As the 
construction workers built the wind farm, you 
forged friendships, offered a helping hand, and 
built an exciting future for North Dakota. 


You had a vision. You planted the seed—and it grew. 
Now, that seed has turned into a promising new 
crop for North Dakotans! 


The wind turbines scattered along the horizon are 
monuments honoring the great people of this area. 
Congratulations on a job well done! 
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Coteau Hills works together to bring wind development 
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Edgeley, N.D. - Through 
the wizardry of modern 
electronics and a satellite 
dish, North Dakota's con- 
gressional delegation helped 
dedicate the state's largest 
wind farm near Edgeley and 
Kulm today. 

U.S. Senators Kent 
Conrad and Byron Dorgan — 
via satellite from Washing- 
ton, D.C. — joined Gov. John 
Hoeven, U.S. Congressman 
Earl Pomeroy, more than 
350 area residents and in- 
dustry, city and county offi- 
cials to officially dedicate 
North Dakota's largest wind 
farm. The wind farm — lo- 
cated between Edgeley and 
Kulm — has the capacity to 
produce 40-megawatts of 
electricity. It was con- 
structed this summer by FPL 
Energy, Juno Beach, Fla. 
The wind farm is owned and 
will be operated by FPL En- 
ergy. 

Gov. Hoeven said North 
Dakota is a leader in meet- 
ing the energy needs of the 
nation. "We are the sixth 
largest energy producing 
state in the nation. Wind is 
an abundant resource in 
North Dakota and an impor- 
tant part of our multi-re- 
source energy strategy," he 
said. "This is just the kind 
of ambitious project we had 
in mind two years ago when 
we initiated tax incentives 
to create a favorable busi- 
ness climate for wind en- 
ergy." 

Speaking live from 
Washington, D.C., via sat- 
ellite, Sen. Conrad said the 
wind project near Edgeley 
and Kulm is a multiple-win 
project. "It's a win for wind 
energy, the farmers, electric 
generation, the state's 
economy and manufactur- 
ing." 

Joining Conrad from 
Washington, Sen. Dorgan 
said wind energy is one way 
to address the energy prob- 
lems of the country, and it 
could be a big part of the 
state's energy future. "Even 
though this is a large project 
for North Dakota, it's a blip 
of what's to come." 


Congressman Pomeroy 
told those at the dedication 
that the partnership be- 
tween Basin Electric and FPL 
Energy provides a stable 
energy supply by combining 
wind with the states other 
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Governor Hoeven was on hand for dedication of North Dakota Wind l. He and a 
group of landowners cut the ribbon at the newly constructed site. 


coal-based resources. 
"We've come a long ways 
from when our ancestors 
used wind to just pump wa- 
ter." 

The FPL Energy North 
Dakota I Wind Energy Cen- 
ter was completed this 
month, just a few short 
months after ground break- 
ing ceremonies were held in 
May. Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, Bismarck, 
N.D., will purchase the 
facility's entire output. An- 
other 40-megawatt wind 
farm near Highmore, S.D., 
has also been constructed 
by FPL Energy. Basin Elec- 
tric will also purchase its 
output. (One megawatt of 
generating capacity meets 
the energy needs of about 
250 typical North Dakota 
residences.) 


Ron Harper, Basin 
Electric's CEO and General 
Manager, said Basin Electric 
is at the forefront of devel- 
oping wind in the Dakotas. 
With the completion of the 
Edgeley project and the 
wind farm near Highmore, 
Harper said Basin Electric 
will have more than 85 
megawatts of wind capac- 
ity in its generating re- 
sources. 

"The cooperative electric 
power supply structure has 
meant so much to our re- 
gion. We've faced many 


challenges, but working to- 
gether we can overcome 
them because the coopera- 
tive model works," Harper 
said. "Working together is 
the key to taking us to the 
next level. Basin Electric's 
members systems can be 
proud of the investment 
that's been made in North 
Dakota to ensure adequate 
power supply now and in the 
future." 

John DiDonado, FPL En- 
ergy Project Director, said 
FPL Energy is delighted to 
be able to add this Dakotas 
project to the largest wind 
energy portfolio in the coun- 
try. "This is truly history 
happening right in front of 
our eyes, and it is exciting 
to see. When we were here 
in May for the 
groundbreaking we had a 
different vista than we have 
today," he said. "It's hard to 
predict what will happen 
with wind power in the next 
25 years. We at FPL Energy 
see the future for wind as 
very bright, indeed." 

The electricity produced 
by the FPL Energy North 
Dakota I Wind Energy 
project will be an integral 
part of Basin Electric's gen- 
erating resources that in- 
cludes two coal-based 
power plants in North Da- 
kota - the Antelope Valley 
Station, Beulah, and the 
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Wright 


The "Wright" Choice 


MiKE JANKE, AGENT 


509 Main St. Edgeley, ND 


Wright Insurance is 
“The “Wright” Choice" for all your 
wind insurance needs. Whether you 
need protection for farm, home, 
property, vehicles, crop or 
multi-peril we can help you. 
Don't let the Wind blow you away! 


ኪሥ. › ብ nr 


== 
E" 
ASI ۵۵ 





Photo by Patty Wood Bartle 


Leland Olds Station, 
Stanton; a coal-based 
power plant in Wyoming - 
the Laramie River Station, 
Wheatland; an oil-based 
peaking station - the Spirit 
Mound Station, Vermillion, 
S.D.; nine combustion-tur- 
bine generators (natural 
gas) in the Gillette, Wyo., 
area; four wind turbines - 
two near Minot, N.D., and 
two near Chamberlain, S.D, 
as well as that of the wind 
farm near Highmore, S.D. 


largest w 


Basin Electric is a con- 
sumer-owned, regional co- 
operative headquartered in 
Bismarck. It generates and 
transmits electricity to 
member rural electric sys- 
tems in nine states: Colo- 
rado, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Montana, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Wyo- 
ming. These member sys- 
tems distribute electricity to 
about 1.8 million consum- 
ers. 

FPL Energy is a leading 
unregulated wholesale gen- 
erator of clean energy, in- 
cluding natural gas, wind, 
solar, hydroelectric and 
nuclear. It is the nation's 
leader in wind energy with 
32 wind facilities in opera- 
tion in 11 states. FPL Energy 
has a generating portfolio of 
more than 10,000 net 
megawatts in operation with 
more than 2,000 megawatts 
coming from clean and re- 
newable wind energy. It is 
a subsidiary of FPL Group 
(NYSE:FPL), one of the 
nation's largest providers of 
electricity-related services 
with annual revenues of 
more than $8 billion. FPL 
Group's principal subsidiary 
is Florida Power & Light 
Company, one of the 
nation's largest electric utili- 
ties, serving more than 4 
million customer accounts in 
Florida. Additional informa- 
tion is available on the 
Internet at 
www.FPLEnergy.com, 
www.FPLGroup.com and 
www.FPL.com. 


T heart and Home 


A shop of unique 
gifts - 
balloons - coffee 


Located in 


downtown 


Kulm 


Shop Hours: 
Thurs., Fri., Sat. 
1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
Phone: 701-647- 
2056 
Marvel Lindgren, 
owner 


















Wind sails to 
Dale's Hardware 
Your 
One Stop Shop 
in 
downtown Kulm. 
101-647-2878 
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FPL Energy: Tells how the towers work and who will work at the North 
Dakota | & 1] Wind Energy Centers (cont. fr. wind pg.1) 


56 mph, based on a 
one-minute average 
wind speed. A low 
wind speed works 
more on RPM's. If the 
wind gets below a cer- 
tain rpm the turbines 
will park themselves 
and wait for the wind 
to blow hard enough to 
make the blades turn. 


The towers monitor 
themselves at about 8 
mph. If the wind gets 
above 8 mph, the 
blades will pitch out 
and if it starts turning 
fast enough it will just 
bring itself on-line. If 
not, it will sit there and 
wait for the wind to 
bring it up to 50rpm on 
the generator, which is 
only a few RPM's on the 
hub. 


The generator is a 
free-standing unit that 
can, without any exter- 
nal help, generate 
power. These genera- 
tors have to have grid 
power to make them 
run. "Basically, I look 
at it as an amplifier," 
said Abbott. "It takes 
the grid power and 
goes up to the genera- 
tor. The generator 
then captures the wind 
and creates a torque. 
This amplifies the 
power back down the 
tower to make electric- 
ity." 

"The generator has 
a 70-1 gear box ratio," 
explained Abbott, 
"which means every 
turn of the rotor equals 
70 turns on the gen- 
erator. As we get up 
to maximum power, 
the generator will be 
turning 1400rpm while 
the rotor will only be 
turning 20rpm." He 
went on to explain that 
the GE turbine is a 
variable speed device. 
It can produce power 
over a wide range of 
RPM's on the genera- 
tor. Other generators 
used on wind turbines 
in the United States 
are 
fixed 
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speed machines. They 
can only produce 
power at the speed of 
1200 rpm-s. Using the 
variable speed ma- 
chines enables the tur- 
bines to have the abil- 
ity to create power 
from 800 የፀጠ to 
1400rpm, allowing 
them to capture more 
power at lower wind 
speeds. 


The nacelles yaw 
(follow) with the wind. 
The nacelle's can turn 
three complete rota- 
tions before having to 
unwind. Abbot said, 
"You may notice a 
small pause when they 
unwind and start back 
up. The towers are set 
to monitor themselves 
and know when they 
need to unwind." 


Wind speed affects 
how much electricity or 
energy the turbines 
are outputting. With 
the SCADA, the opera- 
tions team can tell at 
any given moment ex- 
actly what each tower 
is generating. 
DiDonato said, "The 
peak capacity of output 
for Wind Farm I is 40 
megawatts, which is 
being sold to Basin 
Electric Power Coop- 
erative. The peak ca- 
pacity of output for 
Wind Farm II, which is 
being sold to Otter Tail 
Power Company, is 20 
megawatts." 

"On days the wind 
doesn't blow," 
DiDonato said, "it's not 
a problem. We have 
modeled the wind, 
both seasonally and 
daily, and we will get 
better at it as we are 
here longer. We don't 
expect the wind to con- 
sistently blow at a par- 
ticular speed so when 
we structure our 
projects and power 
purchase agreements, 
we take an average. 
There are months that 
are called shoulder 
months in which the 
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Wind technicians employed to maintain the towers are LaRon 





Wind 


winds are less than op- 
timal. We also under- 
stand that the wind is 
going to blow more in 
the winter so using 
these averages is how 
we set our expecta- 
tions.” 

DiDonato contin- 
ued by saying that an- 
other good thing is that 
the purchaser of the 
power does not pay for 
anything if | 
they are not 
receiving 
any energy. 





"This is 
where 
FPLE's ex- 
pertise in 
siting wind 
farms is 
good for 
both the 


company 
and the 
wholesale 
customer. If 


the wind 
doesn't 
blow, that 


risk belongs BS S 
to FPL En- SS 
ergy." 

Hail- 
storms 
shouldn't 
hurt the towers, but in- 
stead help to clean the 
dirt off the blades. 
Each tower has light- 
ning protection and an 
extreme cold weather 
package to keep fluids 
warm inside the na- 
celles. Having this 
package allows the tur- 
bines to operate at 
temperatures as low as 
-30 Celsius. 

Three technicians 
have been hired to 
maintain the towers, 
Jeff Wald, Edgeley; 
Adrian Dallmann, 
Edgeley; and LaRon 
Braasch, Minot, ND. 
Their job is to trouble 
shoot the equipment 
and do preventative 
maintenance. Every 
six months the ma- 
chines have a mainte- 
nance cycle where they 
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Braasch, Jeff Wald and Adrian Dallmann. Photo by Joy Powers 





are fully checked and 
lubricated. 

The technicians 
have been sent to Lake 
Benton, Minnesota for 
hands-on training and 
will attend training for 
these particular towers 
at a 3-week class in 
California. 


Trista Shockman, 
Edgeley, has been 





Trista Shockman is the administrative assis- 
tant and Mike Abbott is the Onsite Operations 
Manager. Photo by Joy Powers | 


hired as the adminis- 
trative assistant. She 
will assist in all office 
activities. 

Abbott said, "I 
have been amazed at 
how excited the people 
of Edgeley and Kulm 
are about this project. 
Dennis Anderson and 
numerous others have 


put in so much effort 
to make this happen 
and to make us all feel 
welcome. They are 
truly living and breath- 
ing the excitement of 
this project." 
"Development for a 
project like this takes 
a long time," explained 
DiDonato. "There area 
lot of steps along the 
way." DiDonato actu- 








ally came into the de- 
velopment for this 
project in the middle of 
its development cycle 
in August 2002. Most 
of the wind data collec- 
tion had already oc- 
curred and relation- 
ships had started to 
form. 
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"It was really in the 
early part of this year, 
just after we signed 
our contract with Ba- 
sin Electric Power Co- 
operative, when the 
project became a real- 
ity for us," said 
DiDonato. “I believe 
that some people were 
still skeptical at that 
point as to whether or 
not this project would 
really happen. But 
from that point on, the 
relationship that I have 
developed with the 
communities of 
Edgeley and Kulm has 
brought me to consider 
this as a second 
home." 


“I have developed 
many other projects, 
but NONE have been 
as personally reward- 
ing as this project. I 
have really felt the im- 
pact we are making on 
people's lives and 
we've been fortunate 
to find people locally to 
hire to maintain the 
turbines. Two are from 
Edgeley and the third 
from North Dakota. I 
am seeing what we've 
always talked about - 
economic development 
and jobs. Everyone in 
these communities has 
opened their arms and 
welcomed us. It's been 
just great and I really 
hope that we are here 
next year looking at 
new projects." 

OJoy Powers 2003 
email joy@edgeleynd.com 


With all the hot air 
blowing around, 
you wonder, 
“What should I do?" 
Stop in at Hometown 
Credit Union for all 
your financial needs. We 


are a breath of fresh air. 





Hometown Credit 


Union, Kulm with branch 
offices in Ashley & 
Hazelton. We are the heart 
of our communities. 


3n 
ES 1-877-304-0035 


AMERICA'S 


CREDIT UNIONS: 
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North Dakota Wind Il dedicate 


Edgeley, ND—At a cer- 
emony near Kulm and 
Edgeley on Thursday, Octo- 
ber 23, Governor John 
Hoeven dedicated the 
state's second largest util- 
ity-scale wind farm to the 
people of North Dakota. Ot- 
ter Tail Power Company has 
purchased the 21 mega- 
watts of energy produced by 
North Dakota Wind II En- 
ergy Center that FPL Energy 
has developed and owns. 
"We began planning for this 
day three years ago," 
Hoeven told the crowd of 
more than 350 residents, 
landowners, elected offi- 
cials, and media represen- 
tatives. "We put wind en- 
ergy tax incentives in place 
to make sure that compa- 
nies like Otter Tail Power 
Company and FPL Energy 
would recognize the advan- 
tages of investing here in 
North Dakota. Today we see 
the results in this outstand- 
ing project." 

Otter Tail Power Com- 
pany President Chuck 
MacFarlane agreed. "Our 
mission is to provide low- 
cost, reliable energy to our 
customers in North Dakota, 
South Dakota, and Minne- 
sota," MacFarlane said. "We 
entered into this agreement 
because the right pieces 
were in place for this par- 
ticular project to produce 
economical energy." 


The wind farm site near 
Kulm encompasses a four- 
square-mile area adjacent 
to the state's first utility- 
scale wind project, also de- 
veloped by FPL Energy. 
MacFarlane noted that, with 
this wind power purchase, 
about 10 percent of Otter 
Tail Power Company's total 
resources come from re- 
newable energy sources. 
North Dakota Wind II En- 
ergy Center's 21 mega- 
watts, together with conser- 
vation measures and other 
new resources, helps Otter 
Tail Power Company meet 
its long-term requirements 
for energy and capacity. It 
also fits into the company's 
renewable energy objective 
requirement for Minnesota. 


At the ceremony Michael 
O'Sullivan, senior vice presi- 
dent of development for FPL 
Energy, said, "We're de- 
lighted to be able to add this 
North Dakota project to our 
wind energy portfolio and 
are eager to continue our 
relationship with Otter Tail 
Power Company." He noted 
that FPL Energy is commit- 
ted to wind energy. "We 
would like nothing more 
than to build more wind 
farms in North Dakota," 
O'Sullivan said. "That de- 
pends on finding an off- 
taker to purchase our 
power, on having sufficient 
transmission capacity, and 
on finding the right loca- 
tion," he said. 


In a prerecorded mes- 
sage aired during the din- 
ner that followed the ribbon- 
cutting ceremony, Senator 
Kent Conrad saluted North 
Dakota's nearly limitless po- 
tential for wind power. "Any- 
one who has stood on the 
plains has felt this tremen- 
dous force of nature," Sena- 
tor Conrad said. "To be se- 
rious about nurturing a vi- 
brant wind energy sector in 
this nation, we need to 





make it easy and cost-effec- 
tive to invest in projects like 
the North Dakota Wind II 
Energy Center, which we are 
dedicating today." 

Senator Byron Dorgan 
and Congressman Earl 
Pomeroy joined Conrad.on 
the message from Washing- 
ton. They applauded local 
efforts to harness the ben- 
efits of wind power. "I want 
to congratulate Otter Tail 
Power Company and all the 
people who have worked to 
make this new wind farm a 
reality," said Dorgan. "North 
Dakota is what the Depart- 
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Getting a peak insi 


ment of Energy calls, 'the 
Saudi Arabia of wind.' This 
project is a wonderful at- 
tempt to harness that wind 
power and make it what it 
ought to be: an important 
part of our nation's energy 
future. We need new, re- 
newable sources of energy 
in America. FPL Energy, Ot- 
ter Tail Power Company, and 
North Dakota are among 
those leading the way in 
that important effort." 
Congressman Pomeroy 
added, "The innovation and 
vision shown by Otter Tail 
Power Company and our 
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Michael Bacon and Pat Lackman wait to take a look 
inside the tower following the dedication ceremony. 


Photo by Patty Wood Bartle 


Edgeley Meat Processing Plant 
605 6th Avenue * Edgeley, ND 


Windy Weather Specials 


Ball Tip Sirloin Steak - 6 oz. size - 28 per case $49.00 
Fresh Water Walleye Fillets 12-14 oz. size 
11 Ib. box $65 or 
by the pound $6.50/1b. 
Loin back Pork Ribs ፄ1.59/1ከ. 
Chicken Breasts:Boneless, Skinless, De-fatted 

24 - 5 oz. size $25.00 

ALL PRODUCTS CUT AND WRAPPED FREE. 


Prices 
Good 
Through 
November 7 
or while 
upplies las 


Call 1-888-235-MEAT 


goodmeatOdrtel.net 


Drive like the 
Wind - 


Power up 
with fuel 
from 


K&S 


Service and 





entrepreneurs in the state 
made the Edgeley-Kulm 
wind farm a reality. Wind II 
is just the beginning of what 
wind power can offer us: 
affordable, renewable en- 
ergy for our nation and new 
high-paying jobs in North 
Dakota." 

FPL Energy is a leading 
unregulated wholesale gen- 
erator of clean energy, ۰۳ 
cluding natural gas, wind, 
solar, hydroelectric, and 
nuclear. It is the nation's 
leader in wind energy with 
36 wind facilities in opera- 
tion in 14 states. FPL Energy 


d October 23 


s a generating portfolio of 
ا‎ oe E 10,000 net 
megawatts in operation with 
more than 2,000 megawatts 
coming from clean and re- 
newable wind energy. It 5 
a subsidiary of FPL Group 
(NYSE: FPL), one of the 
nation's largest providers of 
electricity-related services 
with annual revenues of 
more than $9 billion. FPL 
Group's principal subsidiary 
is Florida Power and Light 
Company, one of the 
nation's largest electric utili- 
ties, serving more than 4 
million customer accounts in 


Dakota Plains 
Credit Union 


Proudly celebrates October as Co-op Month 
(ome enjoy our Open c هیا‎ 
Grand Opening with Coffee 2 Cookies on 
October 30% R 5 
and a Member Appreciation Lunch 
from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. on 


Thursday 


October 30* 


ማክ 


DAKOTA PLAINS CREDIT UNION 


212 5th Ave. E. 
Edgeley, ND 58433 


CREDIT UNIONS 
Member NCUA 


(701) 493-2334 Fax: (701) 493-2702 NCUA Insured to $100,000 


is part of the Cen 


review area listings. 
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Heritage Realty 
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Contact him to sell your real estate or 
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We need listings of farmsteads. We have 
buyers for acreages from 10 - 100 acres, with | 

or without buildings. Need not be in top- 1 
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Box 276 
Edgeley, ND 
98433 
PHONE 


(701) 493-2541 






Taszarek Insurance 
for all your insurance 
needs. 


Check our rates for home, auto and all your 
insurance needs. 
We specialize in crop insurance. 
We write High Risk Insurance. SR-22s can be 
filed immediately. 


800-464-2874 eT 
Gene Taszarek + Kulm, ND 
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Wind 


Construction crews overcome challenges to 
finish project 





BY JOY POWERS 


Terry Zacher, General 
Superintendent for Wanzek 
Construction, Inc., said 
overall the construction and 
erection of FPL Energy's 
North Dakota Wind Center 
went very well. 

"The wind was always a 
factor,” said Zacher, "along 
with logistics, delivery of 
materials, truck break- 
downs, crane breakdowns 
and all the other things that 
we had to overcome to keep 
on schedule to finish this 
project." 


"During the last two 
weeks of erection," he con- 
tinued, "we lost five days to 
the wind. I have to thank 
my crew because on the last 
day we worked and com- 
pletely erected five com- 
plete towers. Those people 
did a fantastic job. I saw 
their dedication and drive as 
they worked together to fin- 
ish this project. All I can 
say, is I have one fantastic 
crew. I can't thank them 
enough." 


On Friday, September 
12^, 2003, the Manitowoc 
2250 crane was being 
walked across a field, as the 
crews moved onto another 
tower site. It had been dry, 
ith no rain in weeks. 
"When you are walking 
around a 750,000 Ib. crane," 
said Zacher, "you are apt to 
find anything that is soft, 
and we did. The ground can 
feel solid but underneath 
there may be springs or 
mud holes that you don't 
know are there." 


The crane came across 
“a soft spot, sinking into the 
















soft ground and mud. At 
approximately 3:30 p.m,, 
with the crane stuck tight, 
not far from its destination, 
calls were made. "It didn't 
take long for people to know 
we were having trouble," 
said Zacher. "They came 
out to help and offer any 
assistance that they could. 
It was unbelievable." 


Using four 4-wheel drive 
tractors owned by Victor 
(Butch) Lagodinski of 
Edgeley and his crew, they 
hooked the big machines to 
the crane. When that didn't 
move the crane, Steve Pow- 
ers, Edgeley, an Otter Tail 
Power Go. employee who 
had been working with the 
project all through the sum- 
mer, brought a backhoe out 
to the site. 

They began to digging to 
create a ramp underneath 
the crane to slide timbers 
under the track of the crane 
so that it would have some- 
thing to climb up onto. Suc- 
cess came about 8:30 p.m. 
The 750,000 Ib. crane was 
free and the much-needed 
rain in this area began to fall 
soon after. 


"I can't thank Butch 
enough," said Zacher. "He 
was right there to help us 
and brought his men with. 
We couldn't have done it 
without him. And when we 
needed more help, Steve 
Powers with Otter Tail Power 
Co. was right there. My 
crews worked hard with 
them. It wasn't an easy to 
job to get a crane of that 
size unstuck. It just shows 
the true helping spirit of this 
community. They knew we 
needed help and they 


Guest column by John DiDonato 





Wind Energy - A new source 
of energy and friendships on 


the prairie 


The wind is a "new" 
source of energy that man 
has tapped for centuries. It 
has been used to pump wa- 
ter, grind grains, saw wood, 
power sailing vessels and 
countless other tasks that 
have made life easier. To- 
day, when the wind blows 
over North Dakota, it brings 
with it the energy to create 
electricity for more than 
20,000 typical North Dakota 
homes. This Christmas, 
many Edgeley/Kulm resi- 
dents may actually switch 
on their holiday lights and 
eat a feast prepared using 
electricity generated at the 
FPL Energy North Dakota I 
and II Wind Energy Centers. 
AS the developer of this 
project, just that knowledge 
gives me a sense of pride. 


But, there's more to 
these wind farms than just 
noliday lights and operating 
nousehold appliances. 
These facilities offer signifi- 
Cant economic and environ- 
mental benefits that will ac- 
crue over the years. Land- 
Owners will receive annual 
Payments for each of the 


turbines on their property. 
Hopefully, they will spend 
this locally, to help stimu- 
late the area economy. Tax 
payments will also benefit 
many to LaMoure County 
residents, including the 
school children in Kulm. 
And, the fact that we can 
generate electricity without 
burning fossil fuels is a huge 
plus. We can save these re- 
sources for use at some fu- 
ture time. 


Then, there are the in- 
tangible benefits, many of 
them personal, for those 
who worked on these wind 
farms, promoted the con- 
cept, and helped nurture the 
project. We can measure 
kilowatt-hours that result 
from this undertaking, but 
there's no definitive way to 
measure the friendships 
that have been built. These 
will endure, like the wind on 
the prairie. May God bless 
North Dakota and all of its 
residents, especially those 
in LaMoure County. We 
hope the wind will blow us 
all together again soon. 


John DiDonato 


Project Director, North 
Dakota I and II Wind 
Energy Center 
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Manitowoc 2250 is stuck... 


While moving the Manitowoc 2250 crane across the field it became stuck in a soft 
spot. Getting it unstuck was just one of the obstacles construction crews had to 


overcome on site. Photo by Joy Powers, piloted by Gene Hanson 


The Ed geley Mail 2 


is your one stop source for 
News * Print and Internet 


Advertising 
in Edgeley and all of 


North Dakota 


Call 493-2261 or e-mail 
info@edgeleynd.com 
We also can print your letterhead, 
business cards and forms-- 
Get you self-inking stamps. 

We stock paper and envelopes. 
Stop in and see how we can help you 
916 Main Street 
Edgeley, ND 
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DMI provided 
the towers 
for wind 
farms 


DMI Industries, Inc. 
(DMI) is a heavy steel fab- 
ricator located in West 
Fargo, ND. DMI is a pro- 
ducer of towers for wind tur- 
bines, along with other 
product lines. They have 
delivered over 800 towers to 
locations throughout the 
United States and Canada. 
To date DMI has towers in 
California, Texas, Kansas, 
New York, West Virginia, 
Iowa, North Dakota, 
Alberta, Prince Edward Is- 
land, and Saskatchewan. 


The towers for the tur- 
bines are generally made in 
multiple sections. Each sec- 
tion is made of multiple- 
rolled steel plates that are 
welded together. Each end 
of a section has a flange at- 
tached to it so that the mul- 
tiple sections can be bolted 
together onsite. The plates 
and flanges may vary from 
one design to another, but 
generally they are made 
using V2 - 1 inch plate. The 
towers can be built in diam- 
eters from 6-15 feet as 
needed for specific projects. 


The towers are corrosion 
protected and to ensure a 
consistent paint application 
DMI has a complete state- 
of-the-art indoor climatically 
controlled area for the paint 
application. This produces 
a nice looking product for 
the towers' entire life ex- 
pectancy. 


DMI makes several de- 
signs for the towers. The 
smallest tower they make 
can take approximately 800 
person hours and the larg- 
est tower can take approxi- 
mately 1500 person hours 
to make. 


The towers for the 
Edgeley-Kulm Wind Farms, 
210 feet in length (65 
meters) are some of the 
larger towers that DMI has 
built. DMI has produced a 
few towers larger than these 
that totaled over 255 feet 
in length (80 meters), which 
they recently delivered to 
Bowling Green, Ohio. 


Lars Moller, President, 
said, "We are pleased with 
participating in both of these 
projects. These projects are 
showcases of what the pio- 
neering spirit in our region 
can accomplish. To have 
our employees take part 
makes us very proud ofthe 
people in the communities 
of Edgeley, Kulm and North 
Dakota.” 


LANDOWNERS: Wind to be used for 


(cont. fr. pg. 4B) 


something good ....‹፡ቋሸቋ፡‹  ርተችዯዮሮ - 


wheat, corn, and sunflow- 
ers from that land, and now 
we're selling wind." 

Esther Lindgren of Kulm, 
another landowner, said, 
"Ever since I was kid grow- 
ing up here in Kulm, I al- 
ways wondered why, with so 
much technology in this 
world, we can't use the wind 
for power?" 

When she learned about 
the meeting being held in 
Kulm to discuss wind power, 
she attended and after lis- 
tening to it be explained, 
she signed up. "It would be 
much better to use wind 
power to make electricity 
with no waste," said Esther. 
"And the best thing is, we 
never seem to run out of 
wind!" 

Esther was very excited 
about this project and never 
dreamed it would happen as 
fast as it did. It seemed like 
an impossible job to do in a 
few short months. "I was 
amazed at how fast they 
were able to build the wind 
farms," Esther commented, 
"and I prayed everyday for 
all the workers and asked 
God to protect them." 


When they first started 
the construction on Esther's 
land, she was out along the 
road watching every day for 
about a half day. "It was so 
interesting to see all the 
things they were doing and 
how they did it, I didn't want 


to miss a thing," said Esther. 
"Even after they finished the 
towers on my land, I con- 
tinued to go out to watch 
the other towers go up. It 
was so fascinating." 

Esther commented that 
the excitement was felt by 





tes 


Esther was surprised and 
asked what they were talk- 
ing about and then said, 1 
don't think anyone would 
spend this kind of money to 
put the towers up and then 
not expect them to work? 
You need to think a little far- 


RNA ST 





Esther Lindgren watched daily as wind towers were 


erected on her land. She said she found the entire 
project fascinating. Photo by Joy Powers 


everyone in Kulm as they 
watched the project being 
built but that one day some- 
one had come up to her and 
said, “Well, Esther, in five 
years they will take those 
towers down. They're never 
going to work. We've tried 
that and it didn't work.” 


The Prairie Rose Inn would 
E like to thank all of the 
> E workers who allowed us to 
M ፪ be their host while you 
, É were here building North 
E B Dakota's first wind farms. 
7ت‎ ጆጆ This project has created 
ARRAS 


many friendships that will 
be treasured throughout the years. 


Congratulations on a job well done to all 


involved in the construction. 


We look forward to seeing you at the next 


project! 


Prairie Rose Inn Management and Staff 


An Electric Maraton Water 
Heater offers many 


advantages... 


* Plastic tank has “Lifetime” warranty 


* Incredibly energy efficient 
* $3.00/gallon rebate if installed on Dakota 


Valley's service 


* Designed for easy installation 


Call for details 


























Dakota Valley Electric Cooperative 


Jct. Hwy. 281 & 13 * Edgeley, ND 
493-2281 or 1-800-342-4671 





ther than you are thinking 
right now!” 

"I did worry about how 
it would affect my renters,” 
said Esther. "I realize it 
might be a small disadvan- 
tage to have to farm around 
the towers, but I don't think 





it will be too much different 
than having to farm around 
the sloughs when we have 
lots of water sitting around. 

Esther taught school in 
the Kulm area for about 40 
years. “I never ever 
dreamed that something 
like this could happen. It's 
just so unbelievable.” 

Esther thought for a 
moment and then said, "I 
just hope that FPLE felt it 
was worth being in North 
Dakota and doing this 
project here and that they 
know people appreciated it 
enough so they will come 
back and do more. I think 
that would be great." 

"God rules the wind, you 
know, and he's always given 
us plenty here. Now we 
have been given the chance 
to use it for something 
good." 

©Joy Powers 2003 email 
joy@edgeleynd.com 


Edgeley Auto 


Collision Center 


is pleased to sce 

the area capture 

the power of the 
wind! 


Allied 





Agronomy 


iS Supporting the 
surrounding communities’ 
efforts to bring 
Wind Energy to the-area. 
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Precise location of wind towers means greater yields when harvest- 
ing the wind. Sometimes that means that towers are not in a straight 


line as evidenced in this aerial photo. 


Photo by Joy Powers, piloted by Gene Hanson 


“You are poised to take advantage of a 
natural resource that has been here since 


the beginning of time..." 


-John DiDonato 












WIND! 
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Guest column by Governor John Hoeven 


Harvesting the wind to 
build North Dakota's future 


Last week I had the pleasure to 
be among 350 people who turned 
out in Edgeley and Kulm to dedi- 
cate the North Dakota Wind Energy 
Centers I and II, our state's two 
largest wind farms to date. With 41 
graceful and imposing turbines, 
these facilities can generate 61,000 
megawatts of electricity - enough 
energy to power nearly 20,000 typi- 
cal North Dakota homes. 


The complex is just the kind of 
project we envisioned three years 
ago when we initiated investment 
tax credits to create a favorable 
business climate for wind power in 
our state. To make development 
even more attractive, this past 
spring we reduced the property 
taxes for wind projects from 10 to 
3 percent. We put substantial in- 
centives in place so that companies 
like Otter Tail Power Company, Ba- 
sin Electric Power Cooperative and 
FPL Energy would recognize the 
advantages of investing in North 
Dakota. They have truly stepped up 
in a big way for the communities of 
Edgeley and Kulm. 


North Dakota — the sixth larg- 
est energy producing and export- 
ng state in America - is once again 
taking pride of place in the energy 
sector, this time with an exciting 
renewable resource. Wind power 
represents solid economic develop- 
ment for our rural areas, like 
Edgeley and Kulm, and it adds to 
Our power generation mix in North 
Dakota. Importantly, too, it in- 
creases our national security by 
promoting a domestic source of 
energy. 

Wind power has enormous po- 
tential in our state, and it also has 
some challenges. North Dakota ex- 
ports more than 60 percent of the 


Setter Tail Power 


electricity we currently generate, 
most of it to Minnesota. Our trans- 
mission grid is currently near ca- 
pacity during peak periods of de- 
mand. A number of efforts are un- 
derway to expand our transmission 
capacity which is critical not only 
to wind energy development, but 
also to any additional coal or fossil 
fuel electrical generation in our 
state. 

New transmission capacity will 
require huge investments, but 
North Dakota, through the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and other state 
agencies, is doing all it can to meet 
the challenge and ensure that all 
the pieces fall into place. That 
means creating a hospitable tax cli- 
mate for wind energy producers and 
nurturing the industrial infrastruc- 
ture necessary to support the in- 
dustry. It means involving our uni- 
versities so that the industry has 
both the skilled, dependable 
workforce and the ongoing research 
necessary to grow. Finally, it means 
meeting the transmission challenge 
in a cost-effective, efficient way. 


Today, Otter Tail Power, Basin 
Electric Power, and half a dozen 
other companies and organizations 
are poa with my office to meet 
these challenges. Our goal is to 
make facilities like Wind Centers I 
and II a sight as common across 
North Dakota, as itis in Edgeley and 
Kulm. With continued development 
of wind energy and ethanol, it won't 
be long before North Dakota — al- 
ready an important energy produc- 
ing and exporting state — will be 
known as a leader not only in the 
production of coal, oil and gas, but 
also in wind, ethanol and other re- 
newable energy sources. 


John Hoeven, Governor 


CONGRATULATIONS 


on Working Together 
to Make this Project a Reality! 


Heartland State Bank 
would like to help you make things happen, 
| working together, 
as we have done for more than 80 years! 








2003 29 امھ 


Y 








1 Page 12B 


The Edgeley Mail 


Wednesday, October 29, 2003 


Wanzek: Project good for 
everyone (cont. fr. pg. 9B) 





dropped everything to be 
there for us. I just can't 
thank them enough." 


The FPL Energy North 
Dakota Wind Center is the 
single largest wind project 
that Wanzek Construction, 
Inc. had been involved in. 


"It's a huge accomplish- 
ment to everyone involved," 
said Zacher. "There are so 
many people to thank for 
their part in the construc- 
tion of this project - Bear 
Creek Gravel, Otter Tail 
Power Co., GE, FPL Energy, 
Dakota Concrete, Moorhead 
Electric, Alliant Energy, 
EAPC, DMI, Johnston Fargo 
Culvert, and especially all 
the men and women who 
worked for me. They did a 
fantastic job. Everyone had 
their own part in this and 
everyone did their part." 

"I can't thank the good 
people of Edgeley enough," 
he continued. "All the busi- 
nesses that stayed open 
later or opened earlier for 
us, it was unbelievable. 

ny jobs are "get in and 
done," but Edgeley 
s different. Th: 
here cared, not : 
Nhat we were doing, but 
about all of us." 

Zacher commented that 
this project had been good 


for everyone, including the 
contractors, subcontractors, 
and the people of Edgeley 
and Kulm. "It was also a 
great job for safety," said 
Zacher. "There were zero 
recordable incidents with no 
lost time injuries for this 
project. That, in itself, is a 
feat and one that I am very 
proud of. It shows the kind 
of people I have working for 
me." 

Zacher also said that 
many of the local people 
that had been hired by 
Wanzek Construction for 
this project are still work- 
ing for them. "They will be 
staying with me and wait- 
ing to see what project we 
take on next," said Zacher. 

Crews from Wanzek 
Construction will be in the 
area for another couple of 
weeks as they continue with 
clean-up, placing gravel 
around the turbines, and 
moving their equipment and 
supplies out. 

“I very much enjoyed 
Edgeley," said Zacher as he 
heads to southern Minne- 
sota to work on some tur- 
bines, "I really hope to be 
the one to coming back for 
their next wind project, and 
that's no lie." 





Extra copies available. Call 493- 
2261. Email info@edgeleynd.com to 
get extra copies of this section or any 


back issue of The Edgeley Mail 
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Meterological towers go up 


FPL Energy placed two meterological towers on the site to continue to monitor 
weather conditions. Photo by Joy Powers 


WANZEK CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
UPS/Fed Ex: 16553 37R St SE 

Fargo, ND 58103 

Mail: PO Box 2013 

Fargo, ND 58107-2013 

701/282-6171 

701/282-6166 FAX 

e-mail: constructors@wanzek.com 


Wanzek Construction, Inc. is 
proud to have been involved 

with the construction of the 

first Utility-Scale Wind Farm 

in North Dakota. We would like 
to thank everyone for their 
hospitality while we were working 
on the Wind Farm. 
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Obituaries 


Dr. Geoffrey Rath 
August 24, 1957 - April I0, 2020 


Dr. Geoffrey Alan 
Rath (62) passed away 
unexpectedly of acute 
renal failure on Friday, 

April 10, 2020. 

Geoffrey was born 
in Jamestown, North 
Dakota, to Alvin 
and Delores Rath on 
August 24, 1957. 

He graduated from 
Jamestown High 
School in 1975 and 
headed west to Forest 
Grove, Oregon, 
to attend Pacific 
University. He married 
his wife, Dorothea, in 
Silverton, Oregon, in ses ا وت‎ RS دا‎ E 
August 1979. In May 8 ERA 92 
1981. he achieved his lifelong dréam of becoming an Optometrist. 
In August 1981, he joined the practice of Dr. L.J. Renier. He was 
proud to say he was the only eye doctor in 3 Y counties: serving the 
towns of Oakes, Ellendale, Forman, LaMoure. and Ashley. Nothing 
made him happier than to hear someone say “You're my eye doctor". 

Aside from practicing optometry Geoff enjoyed golfing, fly fishing, 
the Minnesota Twins, sitting at the fireplace, being the long standing 

"tail-twister" for the Oakes Lions and pheasant hunting with his 20 
gauge over/under Weatherby, springer spaniels, sons and friends. He 
firmly believed his greatest contribution to society was converting 
the unenlightened to the Joys of shooting over/under shotguns and the 
enjoyment of dark beer. 

Geoff also loved to travel; from medical missions in Honduras and 
Guatemala, fishing in the Amazon, Canada, Costa Rica, Alaska and 
fly fishing in Montana. He thoroughly enjoyed a photographic safari 
In Africa, a visit to Cuba tracing the footsteps of Teddy Roosevelt and 
the Rough Riders and trips to England, Germany and Norway to visit 
former exchange students. He was always up for an adventure. 

He will be remembered for his care and commitment to his patients, 
his sense of humor and endless supply of jokes, a fabulous memory, a 
love of history and all things Teddy Roosevelt. Geoff had an enduring 
and unwavering faith, and a deep love for his friends and family. He 
was especially proud of his three sons, Tyler, Andrew, and Geoffrey 
Thomas. 

Left behind to miss him are his wife Dorothea, his sons Wm Tyler 
Viroqua, WI; Andrew, Ellendale, ND; Geoffrey Thomas, Fairfax. VA; 
his mother Delores Rath. Jamestown, ND; one brother Greg (Pam, and 
nephew Chase), Attleboro. MA; aunts, Rogene Moss. Long Prairie, 
MN; Sandra Adams. Mandan, ND: and one cousin Shaun Adams 
(Jessica, children Sophia & Evan), Chanhassen, MN. Also grieving 
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are his springer spaniel Winston and spoiled long-haired dachshunds 
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